Wahid ousted; Megawati new Indon presiden 
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No talking in the rain 
for Cabinet, protesters 


By PHILIP TUBEZA 
AND ANDREA TRINIDAD-ECHAVEZ 
TOP officials of the Macapagal admi 
were ready to listen. But leaders of mil 
groups weren't ready to let such a dialogue spoil 
their planned protest on the occasion of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's State of the Nation 
Address. 

There were polite handshakes but no ex- 
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NEARLY upstaging President Macapagal-Arroyo at the opening of the 12th Congress, 3 children from Payatas, Jomar Pabalan, Jason Vann Banogan, Erwin Dolera give poverty a face in the President's Sona, 
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Hail, hail 
‘sunshine’ 
Joe’s here 


By V. CONTRERAS 


NEW House Speaker 
Jose de Venecia: the 
face that launched a 
thousand sobriquets. 
А number of 
congressmen yester- 
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[PLAIN Tax 

1 Farms as loan 
collateral 

э 1,000 rolling stores 
tosellriceatPt4a 
кю 

за Farmers to import 
rice directly 

т To cutin half prices 
of medicines 
frequently bought by 
public 

е This year halfa 
milion urban poor 
families will be 
insured with 
Phitheaith 

5 Schoolhouse in 
every barangay 

т P208 for housing 
for poor 

B To cutin half number 
of signatures needed 
by gov'tagencies 

т Housing permits 
‘need only 45 appro- 
vals instead of 188 

п Create departments 
of housing, IT and 
telecommunication 

ж Interconnect Smart, 
Globe properly 

э Continue liberalizing 
airline industry 

ж P500M for 
community projects 
in conflictareas in 
Mindanao; revive the 
East Asean Growth 
Area 

ж Hold office in agri 
department until a 
million jobs created 

э Emergency jobs for 
out-of-school youth 
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‘I’m not miracle worker but ГЇЇ do my best’ Drilon by 1 vote, 


By JULIET L. JAVELLANA 


The daughter of the "Poor Boy 
from Lubao,” as her late father 


est applause when she reiterated her 
support for the fair and speedy trial 


“РМ NOT a miracle worker,” President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo declared toward the end of her first State of the Nation 
Address at the opening of the 12th Congress yesterday 
after unveiling her administration’s four-point program to 
fight mass poverty that would require no less than divine 
intervention to win. 

“Тат nota miracle worker butI rest,” 
will do what is right. I will do my 
best. Let ys all do what is right, 
what is best and God will do the 


President Diosdado Macapagal was 
called, said she was taking on her 
shoulders the duty of pursuing the 
fight against poverty. 

n the 65-minute-long address, 
which was also marked by what 
she called “plain talk” and “com- 
Ms Macapagal said in her mon sense,” President Macapagal 
speech, which lasted aver an hour promised concrete results within the 
and was interrupted 86 times by year. 


of former President Joseph Estrada. 

“If there were times,” the Presi- 
dent said, “that I showed concern 
for the personal circumstances of 
the former President, it is not a sign 
of diminished determination to see 
justice done." 

"But as | sometimes extend a 
hand covered by a velvet glove, 
inside it is an iron hand where jus- 


JDV by landslide 


By ARMAND №. NOCUM 
VOLT CONTRERAS 
AND JULIET L. JAVELLANA 


of Congress. 

"This shows that we are now 
consolidated and so we have to 
work,” President Macapagal said in 
а TV interview after delivering her 
first State of the Nation Address 

But the Senate itself is not quite 
consolidated 


WHILE Rep. Jose de Venecia 
readily won what was probably the 
most one-sided race for the 
Speakership in the history of the 


applause. 


Cheers from business, jeers from Loi 


By Doris C. DUMLAO 
AND VOLT CONTRERAS 

with it. 
BUSINESSMEN and the Moro Is- 
lamic Liberation Front (MILF) ap- 
plauded President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's first State of the Nation 
‘Address (Sona) but poor farmers 


Step aside 
Mang Pandoy, 
enter Jason, 
Jomar, Erwin 


By Rocky NAZARENO 
AND VOLT CONTRERAS 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
yesterday gave a new face—three 
faces, in fact—to poverty, in a per- 
formance that lawmakers later vari- 
ously described as a touch of show 
biz, the stuff of fairy tales and a 
rehash of the woeful “Mang 
Pandoy" saga. 

Ms Macapagal presented Jason, 
Jomar and Erwin, boys who live in 
the infamous Payatas dump, to per- 
sonalize her call for political unity, 
economic reforms and moral trans- 
formation during her first State of 
the Nation Address (Sona). 

WAHID: Ousted 


and supporters of deposed Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada were unhappy 


Stock market analysts said the 
President's pro-business speech 
would give the market some relief 
today although they said payback 
time would come once the market 


Her audience gave her its long- 


started to look for concrete results 
of her promises. 

‘The Federation of Filipino Chi- 
nese Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FFCCI) said it was sup- 
porting the national agenda outlined 
by the President. 

“If all sectors heed her call (to 


JAKARTA—Megawati Sukamoputri was swor 
in as Indonesian head of state on Monday min- 
utes after the national assembly dismissed Presi- 
dent Abdurrahman Wahid and elected her in a 
unanimous vote 
However, Wahid questioned the legitimacy 
of the vote and has vowed not to surrender the 
presidency even though he does not have the 
support of the armed forces or police. 
Megawati, the daughter of Indonesia's 
founding leader Sukamno, is Indonesia's fifth 
president since it gained independence after 
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set aside political bickering), then 
our country will succeed and move 
forward,” said Donald G. Dec, 
president of the Employers Con- 

federation of the Philippines. 
While Ms Macapagal appealed 
for a one-year break in political 
CHEERS/ А14 


World War Ш. She is the overwhelmingly Muslim 
nation’s first female leader. 

"With all humbleness | accept the people's 
wishes," she said in an inaugural speech that con- 
tained no specific policy initiatives. 

“I do understand that goodwill is not enough to 
resolve our problems,” she said, adding that the 
nation needed “discipline and unity.” 

“I ask all sides to accept the democratic 
process, because this is the voice of the 
people,” she said in apparent reference to. 

MEGAWATI/ А12 


Striking similarities between GMA and Mega 


MEGAWATI Sukamoputri, the new Indonesian 
president, is averse to being compared with Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"The Philippines is the Philippines, Indonesia is 
Indonesia. Macapagal is Macapagal, and likewise 
Megawati is Megawati,” she flatly declared in a 
statement last May. 

True enough, the differences are many. 

Megawati, unlike the ex-university economics 


professor Ms Macapagal, attended two univer- 
sities but did not graduate. Many doubt she has 
the intellectual heft to steer Indonesia out of its 
political and economic malaise. 

Though both leaders each has three children, 
Megawati has been manied three times while de- 
voui Catholic Ms Macapagal remains married to her 
husband of 33 years, lawyer Jose Miguel Arroyo. 


STRIKING/ A12 MEGAWATI: Sweet revenge 


Philippine Congress, Sen. Franklin 
Drilon made it by only one vote to 
the Senate presidency. 
The battle lines were clearly 
drawn between the 13 administra- 
Чоп senators belonging to the 
People Power Coalition (PPC) who 
voted for Drilon and the 11 others 
who voted for opposition-backed 
Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 
Predictably, Malacaüang was 
pleased with the election of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's allies to 
the leadership of the two Houses 


“Watch out for the guns of Au- 
gust, Mr. President (referring to 
Drilon),” opposition Sen. Blas Ople 
warned during his nomination 
speech for Pimentel. 

In their speeches, other opposi- 
tion senators yesterday said they 
were dropping their “critical col- 
laboration" posture and will go all 
ош against the Macapagal admin- 
istration. 

“The big guns are now in place, 
raring to blast away at the excesses 

DRILON/ А12 


Megawati new Indon president; Wahid sacked 


She’s popular, 
but can she 
rule Indonesia? 


JAKARTA, Indonesia—She's 
popular, but can she rule Indone- 
sia? 

Megawati Sukamoputri, who 
became Indonesia’s fifth president 
yesterday after her one-time child- 
hood friend Abdurrahman Wahid 
was ignominiously ousted by par- 
liament, is seen as a popular but 
politically untested conservative, 

Perceived by intellectuals as a 
lightweight, the 54-year-old daugh- 
ter of Indonesia’s founding president 
‘Sukarno has assumed her late father's 

amle and is set to move back into 
the palace where she grew up. 
SHE'S/ А12 
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Recto is No. 12, рое, 


By ROCKY NAZARENO "At the earliest, we сап prob- 


AND GERALD С. LACUARTA ably expect a proclamation on the 
30th of July," she said. 


THREE still unproclaimed party- ` Some three to five million Filipi- 
list representatives yesterday поз are not amply represented wit 
lashed ош atthe Commission othe continued sm prciematon of 
Elections for “its slow pace in party-list winners, Rosales said. 


proclaiming the party-list candi- салаа oc 
dates who gamered at least two “Prom the party-list caucus, we 
BY GERALD G.LACUARTA  Honasan’s 10,454,527, for a dif- present,” Rodriguez told reporters. percent of total votes cast." hope to build a conscience bloc 
ference of only 44,413 votes. Section 5 of the Comelec rules показал Rep, Loretta Ann win the House it can include 
‘The bigger difference, however, on procedure states that "when sit- osales, who with two other individuals cutting across party 

THE NATIONAL Board of shat the 12th place winner wili ting en bunc, four members of the party-list winners held a press пез," she said, 
Canvassers last Friday de- it conference at the House medi Gerardo del Mundo, counsel for 
сапудезеге (авї Ralph Renta serve three more years in the Sen- commission shall constitute a quo- кэне mein: Cero M Mond com Ке 
= f pi ate than the 13th placer. rum for the purpose of transacting office, said it was “ironic that jhe DAB COPAG ОРАН Рапу ап 
and Gregorio Honasan the As such, Recto will serve a full business. The concurrence of a ma- winning party-list representa- ie ieri СРАО сва! (ент, tua 
12th and 13th place winners, six-year term, while Honasan will jority of the members of the com- tives who legitimately represent mimpas af vaic received by held 
respectively, їп the last elec- serve the remaining three years in mission shall be necessary for the the marginalized and under-rep- party-list groups and the actual 
tions, but the Puwersang Masa the term of Teofisto Guingonawho pronouncement of a decision, reso- resented sectors of society... are — number of voters was “simply pre- 

protested the ruling yesterday. was appointed Vice President by lution, order or ruling.” now the ones marginalized.’ posterous." 

"The PnM claimed the NBC'sdec- President Macapagal-Arroyo. The resólution approved by $^ Fifteen representatives from the Del Mundo cited the Comelec’s 
aration was illegal because it was not Lawyer Rufus Rodriguez, coun- Benipayo and the two commission- party-list groups which won in the own Party List Canvass Report, 
approved by а majority of the seven- е! for Sen. Loi Ejercito of the РЫМ, ers denied four petitions filed by § Мау 14 elections could not take dated June 19, which showed that 
member Commission on Elections. said yesterday the resolution wasi- — Rodriguez contesting 150,000 votes V their seats at yesterday's opening · volers who actually voted in the 

“The resolution was approved by legal and void as it was not approved бог Recto in the provinces of Lanao of the 12th Congress because of Party-list elections only totaled 11.2 
only three commissioners—Chair Бу a majority of the commissioners, del Norte, Maguindanao and Lanao the Comelec’s failure to comply an total of 14. 1 million ora 
‘Alfredo Benipayo, Rex Borra and as required in the Comelec’s rules of del Sur, and another petition seeking witha Supreme Courtrequirement. difference of 2.8 million voles. 
Florentino Tuason—with Borra procedure and Article XI, Section 7, the deduction of 30,000 votes from perform their functions until the Failure of election Del Mundo last Friday submit- 
penning the decision. of the Constitution. Recto’s total in Zamboanga del Norte. Comelec issues a resolution ap- At the same time, а group of 45 ted to the Comelec documentation 

"Twe commissioners, Luzviminda “The Comelecrulesof procedure 1а dismissing-the petitions, the proved by the majority, since the losing party-list groups has asked оп alleged massive electoral fraud 
‘Tancangeo and Rufino Javier, dis- and the provision on Constitutional resolution merely stated that the senators’ proclamation was based е Comelesloimmedintely declare and widespread irregularities, 
sented while two others, Mchol Sadain commissions are clear that any reso- МВС had lost jurisdiction over the оп an illegal resolution. = May 14 party-list elections à wholesale manipulation of lani- 
and Ralph Lantion, were absent. lation or ruling should be made by cases as it had already proclaimed ^ — Tancangco noted above her sig- file because of alleged massive pered, falsified and manafacturos 

"The canvass report showed that а majority of the members and not the 13 winning senators. энени decur uir О а асас аа Coe скари сее 
Recto received 10,498,940 votes to merely by a majority of those Rodriguez said he would file a resolution was “hurriedly done.” She whe Conluica ЕЕ НИН... roe elg zi seein) 

motion to recall the resolution. He and Javier said they would issue their Party List Groups (CPAG) has also = to support the CPAG petition. — 

said the 13 new senators cannot own separate dissenting opinion. called for new party-list elections “If these wanton shameless 
т coincide with the barangay clec- overpadding. of party-list vate in 

tions on Ma 2. favor of political pates, religious. 

C поти неп Free eye Те others wno joined Rosales- command votes big buses cham 
-speciaty computer i A in the press briefing were Rep. Јоу bers and left-leaning groups, how 

FAST е RELIABLE Surgeries ^ Youngsttramei snd Lo Conn thn can we validly у tht the 

E ON-SITE SERVICE E party-lst elections last May 14 truly 
[ ў \ ааа eee he Supreme Court had earlier reflect the sentiments of our basic 


stopped the Comelec from pro- sectors?” said Vic del Fiero, CPAG 
Я К % "Call onr hotline today blind, the Department of claiming the party-list winners be- — chair and he the 349 Coalition. 
Gup a day helps keep the fat aw; _ 303-8888 | Savant == Аы e 
$ Ё pcMed Ae Soper | nounced that it would and directed the poll body to work ing the 162 party-list groups, par- 
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Sih extreme urgency" mia ticularly the 10 winning group, 
Тероп on the guaifcaons of the бей om am eight-point guideline 
162 party-list groups for the high issued by the Supreme Court in con- 
х 4 em toli he suspension nection wr а daqualfeation case 
[Precraion (toe matein EESTI osales sud Comelec Chair fied by Bayan Muna against 17 
ps dam PUEDES д ifedo Benipayo had assured them groups led by the Mamamayan 
азыкы algal bind and star ie Comelec would be able to Ayaw sa Droga, 
RO іса рах ofthe fit 20 The Comet has been given ut- 
We ta a рОН loppary Ви Conlenders tomorow. til July 29 to complete he тм 
тт 
поса iem. 
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‘A misunderstanding’ 


By MARTIN P. MARFIL. 


А MISUNDERSTANDING between friends was 
how the President's husband described his public 
feud with a former Palace secretary. 

Mike Arroyo and Veronica "Bing" Rodrigo had 
traded accusations that the other had accepted bribes 
to help get a vetoed telecommunications franchise 
bill recalled. 

“I don't know anything about that. This is appar- 
ently a misunderstanding between friends. 1 must 
have been misunderstood by (Rodrigo)." Arroyo said 
їп a dzBB interview as he dismissed the allegations. 

Rodrigo, who recently resigned as President 
Macapagal-Aroyo's correspondence secretary, alleged 
that Arroyo and his friends had. for a PSO million bribe, 
attempted to have the vetoed bill recalled. 

The bill would have granted a franchise (o a firm 
believed to be owned by Jaime Dichaves, a crony of 
jailed ex-President Joseph Estrada. 

Rodrigo struck back at Arroyo after she felt al- 
Iuded to when Arroyo claimed in his radio program 
that a Palace secretary had been bribed to have the 
vetoed bill recalled. 

But days after the public feud, the allegations 
remain unsubstantiated. 

Arroyo has announced plans to go on holiday in 
the United States amid reports that the Senate would 
conduct a probe of the case. 

Yesterday. Arroyo said his going abroad at this 
time was not an attempt to evade the Senate investi- 
gation. 
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ing to (testify in the Senate) so that the 
truth will be known..." he said. 

Arroyo explained that he was supposed to have. 
Jefi two weeks ago but decided to delay his depar- 
ture so he could attend the opening of Congress 
yesterday and watch the premiere of his son's film 
fast night. 

Arroyo 
today 

‘The President's husband continues to believe that 
the charges against him could still be part of an 
alleged “destabilization plot.” 


No unity 
for Marcos 
claimants 


THE PRESIDENTIAL 
Commission on Good 
Government is in for a 
tough task of uniting the 
Marcos victims as a 
tion of the claimants 
yesterday refused to co- 
Operate with the other 
camp in lobbying for 
their indemnification. 

Lawyer Rod Domingo 
Jr. said he "would never 
meet" with representa- 
lives of the Samahan ng 
mga Ex-detainees Laban 
sa Detensyon at para sa 
Amnestiya (Selda) even 
to draft а bill that could 
‘end their long pursuit of 
compensation from the 
Marcoses. 

Domingo also hit the 
Macapagal administration 
for its inactive interest in 
the plight of the 9,539 hu- 
man rights abuse victims, 
saying Malacañang stili 
has not made its position 
оп the compensation of 
the claimants. 

"In а way, Estrada 
was better because at 
least, he wa 
Domingo said in a phone 
interview yesterday, "Не 
approved, the use of the 
$150 million, but what 
about this government?" 

"What is the position 
of this Macapagal gov- 
ernment? Is it in favor 
af compensating the vie- 
tims?" he asked, adding 
if the claimants still do 
not get their compensa- 
tion under the present 
administration, it would 
be very difficult for 
them to get anything else 
in the future. 

Domingo and Robert 
Swift, the claimants” law- 
yers, along with elected 
Akbayan Rep. Еца 
Rosales, have met with 
President Macapagal and 
PCGG officials in 
Malacañang recently to 
push for the waiver of the 
government's claim on 
the -$35-million Arelma 
assets pending litigation 
in a Hawaii court 

The Selda, on the 
other hand, is seeking a 
third of the $64-million 
escrow account in the 
Philippine National 
Bank for indemnifica- 
tion and would file a bill 
оп the House of Repre- 
sentatives through 
Bayan Muna party list to 
effect the payment. 
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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AND TOURS CORPORATION 
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INSTITUTE ON LEGAL RESEARCH AND WRITING 
Bocobo Hall, U.P. Law Center 
15-18 August 2001 


Unversity of me Philippines. 
INSTITUTE OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 
Bocobo Hal, piman, Quezon Сну 


Wednesday, 15 August 2001 (1:30 ~ 5:00 p.m) 


Topic: BASIC LEGAL RESEARCH METHODS AND 
CITATIONS 


PROF. MYRNA S. FELICIANO 
‘Associate Dean and Supervisor, UP. Law Center 
Director, Insitute of Judicial Administration 


торс: ACCESSING LEGAL INFORMATION THROUGH 


ELECTRONIC FORMAT 


Lecturer: ATTY. EMMANUEL L CAPARAS 


President and Chairman of the Board 

CD Technologies Asia, Inc. 
Thursday, 16 August 2001 (1:30 ~ 5:00) 
Topic. LEGAL WRITING: PRINCIPLES AND TECHNIQUES 
Lecturer: PROF. SAMILO N. BARLONGAY 

University of Ine Philippines, College of Law 
Friday, 17 August 2001 (1:30.— 5:00] 
Topic: LEGAL CONSTRUCTION AND INTERPRETATION 
Lecturer: Prof. CARMELO V. SISON 

University ofthe Philippines, Сойеде of Law. 
Saturday, 18 August 2001 (8:00 -11:3 
Topic: CRITIQUE ON THE LEGAL WRITING ASSIGNMENT 
Lecturer: PROF. SAMILO N. BARLONGAY 


REGISTRATION FEE: P1,200.00 
(incus of lecture matenas, snacks and cortcaa) 


For оттан 
Pis, call Tel. Nos. 4349531 or 9297137 


0 Downpayment 
For a Limited Time. 


You can own a Mitsubishi L300 FB for as low as P100,000 
downpayment. Cash buyers also get to take home a free cellular 
phone. 


Model: L300F8 - Dual Aircon 
SRP: P542,000. 
TERM 
Downpayment | Monthly | Monthiy | Monthly | Monthiy | Monthly, 
P100,000 | 239,631 | P27,424 | P21,867 | 15.701 | P12,657 
Financing Plans also available for L300 AF, WT and Chassis Cab 


Promo Ends JULY 31, 2001. See your nearest Mitsubishi dealer now! 
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Reduce excess fat in your wide and heavy hips with 
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With Vara Pulse Fat Reducer, you'll find it easy to achieve 
sexy, curvaceous hips. This non-invasive treatment uses 
sonic energy to painlessly trim down stubborn, hard-to- 
lose fat within your hips. It is proven effective in improving 
the shape of your hips with real and lasting slimming 
results. 


Lose the heavy look and get sexier curves for your hips. 
Call Marie-France and avail of this offer right away! 
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The Department of Agriculture 
and 
The Philippine-American Educational Foundation 
are pleased to announce the 


ULBRIGH 
«ФЭ» 


Department of Agriculture 


2001-2002 Fulbright-Philippine Agriculture Scholarship Program Awardees 


THE US-BOUND 2001-2002 FPASP GRANTEES WITH PRESIDENT GLORIA MACAPAGAL- 
ARROYO, US CHARGE D' AFFAIRES MICHAEL MALINOWSKI, AND AGRICULTURE 
SECRETARY LEONARDO MONTEMAYOR 


MASTER'S PROGRAM 
Name/Philippine Affiliation Field of Study/U.S. Affiliation 


Ph.D. PROGRAM 


Name/Philippine Affiliation 


RESEARCH 


Field of Study/U.S. Affiliation — Name/Philippine Affiliation Field of Study/U.S. Affiliation 


Carmela Bahiyyih M. Arevalo 
‘Occidental Mindoro National College 
San Jose, Occidental Mindoro 


Forestry 
State University of New York 
Syracuse, New York 


1. Rlzaldo E. Аба 
Philippine Rice Research Institute 


Department of Agriculture 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecja 


Agricultural Engineering ik 
University of Calfomia, Davis 
Davis, Сайотіа 


Mary Lynn S. Abiera 
Mindanao State University 
General Santos City 


PhD Dissertation Research: 
Physiology of Crustaceans 


. Marjelou R. Castillo 
Department of Agriculture 
Quezon City 


Agricultural Economics 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 


Daniel L. Aquino 
Philippine Carabao Center 
Department of Agriculture 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecja 


Rumen Biotechnologies for 
Improving Ruminant Nutrition 
Comell University 

Ithaca, New York 


2. Eduardo A. Araral, Jr. 
University of the Philippines. 
Los Baños, Laguna 


Natural Resource Management 
Indiana University 


Dario A. Cidro Bloomington, indiana. 


Philippine Rice Research Institute 
Department of Agriculture 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecja 


Agricultural Extension 
Pennsylvania State University 


3. Liborio S. Cabanilla. 
University Park, Pennsylvania. 


College of Public Affairs 
University of the Philippines 
Los Bafios, Laguna 


Modemization of Philippine 
Agriculture: Theory and Practice 
Purdue University 

West Lafayette, Indiana 


Von Mark V. Cruz 
International Service for the lowa State University 
Acquistion of Agri-Biotech Ames, она 
Applications (ISAAA) Southeast Asia Center 

Los Baños, Laguna 


Plant Genetics 
. Ester B. Flores 
Philippine Carabao Center 
Department of Agriculture 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecija 


‘Animal Sciences 
University of Arkansas 


Mansueto D. Cuaton 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 


College of Agriculture 
Mindanao State University 
General Santos City 


Use of Baking Yeast as Growth 
and Yield Enhancer of Crops 


5. Paisar L. Gadiaware 
Mindanao State University 
General Santos City 


Agricultural Engineering 
Oklahoma State University 
Stilwater, Oklahoma. 


. Karen C. аго 
Bureau of Animal Industry 
Department of Agriculture 
Quezon City 


Veterinary Epidemiology 
Mississippi State University 
Mississippi 


. Zenaida N. Ganga 
Benguet State University 


Application of Biotechnology 
tpP dain Vege 
La Trinidad, Benguet 


Comell University 


Liberty O. Inciong Жаса, New York 


Int Training Center on Pig Husbandry 
Department of Agriculture 
Lipa City 


^. William F. Mugot 
Bureau of Plant Industry 
Department of Agriculture 
Cagayan de Oro City. 


Nell P. Parami 
Westem Samar Agricultural Resources 
Development Program 


Department of Agriculture 
Calbayog, Samar 


Agricultural Extension 
Pennsylvania State University 


University Park, Pennsylvania. . Hemani б. Golez 


National Mango Research and 
Development Center 
Department of Agriculture. 
Jordan, Guimaras 


Lina B. Flor 

Philippine Rice Research Institute 
Department of Agriculture 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecija 


Production of Biocon Agent for 
Mango Leathopper 

Utah State University 

Logan, Utah 


Entomology 
University of Minnesota 


Natural Resources St. Paul, Minnesota 


Clemson Univesity 
Clemson, South Carolina 
. Alan B. Loreto 
Visayas State College of Agriculture 
Baybay, Leyte 


Josyiine C. Javelosa 
Policy Analysis Service 
Department of Agriculture 
Quezon City 


Detecting Incidence of Weevilin 
Sweetpotato Roots by Optical 
Method 

Purdue University 

West Lafayette, Indiana 


Agronomy 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


Danie! C. Paduano, Jr. 
Xavier University 
Cagayan de Oro City 


Nutritive and Feeding Value of 


Edgar Allan C. Po. Rensoniin Livestock and Poultry 


Xavier University 


Michigan State University 
Cagayan de Oro City 


. Jerry C. Serapion Est Lansing, Michigan 


Philippine Council for Aquatic and 
Marine Research Development 
Los Bafios, Laguna 


Fisheries 
 Aubum University 


 Aubum, Alabama l Jesse D. Ronquillo 


University of the Philippines in the Visayas 
lloilo 


Development of Microalgae as 
BoootdAgersin hefisn 
University of Maryland 


US. LECTURER. 


Marissa V. Romero 
Philippine Rice Research Institute 
Department of Agriculture 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecija 


Food Science 
Rutgers University 


}. Rommel С. Sulabo New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Sunin Philippines Corporation 
Norzagaray, Bulacan 


Swine Production 
South Dakota State University 
Brookings, South Dakota 


Aletta T. Yñiguez 

Marine Science Institute 
University of the Philippines 
Diiman, Quezon City 


Marine Ecology 
University of Miami 
Miami, Florida 


‘Arvin B. Vista Name/U.S. Affiliation 
Business Dev't & Marketing Department 
MADECOR Environmental Systems, Inc. 
Los Baños, Laguna 


Philippine Affiliation 


UnivesiyolthePhippinesosBarios 
Los Baños, Laguna 


Natural Resource Economics 
Michigan State Universty 


East Lansing, Michigan Robert L. Zimdahl 


Colorado State University 


The Fulbright-Philippine Agriculture Scholarship Program 


The Fulbright-Philippine Agriculture Scholarship Program (FPASP) was 
established on December 15, 1999 through a memorandum of agreement 
signed between the Department of Agriculture (DA) and the Philippine- 
American Educational Foundation (PAEF), the Fulbright Commission in the 
Philippines that administers Fulbright exchanges between the Philippines and 
the United States. The program provides funding for educational exchanges 
between the Philippines and the United States. Funding for the FPASP comes 
from U.S. Public Law 480 Food for Peace Program. 


The goal of this new initiative by the Philippine Department of Agriculture, 
the US Department of Agriculture and the Fulbright Commission in the 
Philippines is to contribute to the Philippine government's effort to modemize 
the agriculture and fisheries sectors of the country by developing their human 
resource base. 


Under the program, awards are given to Filipinos to pursue graduate 
degree and non-degree study, research and consultations in the U.S. and to 
Americans to do lecturing, research, and consultations in the Philippines. 


Those eligible to apply are Filipinos working at the Department of Agriculture 
and its affiliate agencies, faculty from accredited state and private colleges 
and universities offering programs in agriculture and fisheries, and professionals 
from non-govemment organizations, government financial institutions, and 
other government and private agencies whose main work are in agriculture 
and fisheries. FPASP grants are given to American academics, scientists and 
professionals from the agriculture and fisheries disciplines. Awards are made 
through open competition and are based on individual merit regardless of 
candidates’ religion, gender, and political views. 


Agencies cooperating with PAEF in the implementation of the FPASP 
are the Philippine Department of Agriculture and Agricultural Training Institute 
(ATI), the US Department of Agriculture, the US State Department, the Institute 
of International Education (IIE), and the Council for international Exchange of 
‘Scholars (CIES). Inquiries about the program should be addressed to: The 
Philippine-American Educational Foundation, 10^ Floor, Ayala Life-FGU 
Center-Makati, 6811 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 1226; telephone 812-0919 
and 892-3744, 
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Abus move US hostages 


By CARLITO PABLO 


AMERICAN captives Martin and 
Gracia Burnham have been moved by 
the Abu Sayyaf from the jungles in the 
interior of Basilan island to the coastal 
town of Tuburan, military spokesper- 
son Brig Gen. Edilberto Adan said yes- 
terday. 

Не could not say whether this meant. 
that the Abu Sayyaf were preparing to 
ship the Bumhams out of the province. 

‘Adan said the military received the 
information five days ago that the 
Burnhams had been moved from the 
Sampinit Complex, a deeply forested 
area in the center of Basilan, to the 

L 


Sayyaf first landed with the 20 hos- 
tages, including the Burnhams, whom 
they had seized from the Dos Palmas 
resort in Palawan on May 27. 


Gloria 
bound 
for KL 


KUALA LUMPUR— 
President Macapagal- 
Arroyo will pay a visit to 
Malaysia for two days 
from Aug. 7, her first vip 


Adan said two other remaining Dos 
Palmas hostages, Maria Fe Rosendo and 
Angie Montealegre, are їп the Lantawan 

Rosendo and Montealegre are with four 
captives taken by the Abu Sayyaf from 
Lamitan town and 13 others seized from a 
coconut plantation in Lantawan: 

"Contrary to repons, we belive all hos- 
tages are stil in Basilan” Adan said. 

Earlier, (е Armed Forces announced 
that soldiers were closing in on the bandits 
al the Sampinit Complex 

In a pres briefing їп Camp Aguinaldo, 
Adan said a tots of 89 suspected rebels 
amd their supporters have been detained 
since "President. Macapagal-Arroyo 
Taunched a crackdown eariy this month 

Of the otal, 46 have been formally 
charged with kidnapping and illegal pos- 
Session of firearms, while the others were 
ter interrogation 

The total number of arrests is broken 
down as follows: 41 in Basilan; 42, 500 
and 6, Zamboanga Ciy. 

Sixteen other Abu Sayyaf rebels aban- 


doned by their leader, Ghalib Andang. alias 
Commander Robot, surrendered to the Army 
in Jolo on Sunday, he said. 

Adan claimed that Andang “has left his 
group to atiend to himself only... and for 
this reason, many of his men have surren- 
dered. 

Andang spearheaded a kidnapping spree 
of dozens of foreign and Filipino hostages 
whom he ransomed off for millions of dol- 
lass. 

From Zamboanga City, the military re- 
ported yesterday that two soldiers were 
wounded in a clash with the Abu Sayyaf 


kidnappers in Lamitan town in Basilan on - 


Sunday. 

Southern Command 
erations Col. Frank Gu 
are believed to have su 


‘hief for op- 


Security forces also raided а rebel 
safehouse in the village of Busbus on Jolo 
island on Sunday and seized some 111 sacks 
of ammonium nitrate and blastin 
in making homemade bombs, Guda: 

With a report from AFP 


The finest of EUROPE, BRITAIN, AMERICA 
& the EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 


INSIGHT VACATIONS 


The Art 


abroad since taking power. 

А senior embassy of- 
ficial said Monday that 
Ms Macapagal's delega- 
Чоп would comprise 
Cabinet members and 
business representatives. 

"This is Arroyo's first 
‘overseas rip since becom- 
ing president. Ties between 
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nd Kuala Lumpur 


| Таке advantage of our SUPERDI 


Macapagal and Prime 
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ster security along their 
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economic cooperation. 
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dits in е southern Phil- 
ippines raided (ће 
Malaysian resorts of 
Sipadan and Pandaman 
last year and seized nu- 
merous Malaysian and 
foreign hostages. АРІ 
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Agenda for the nation 


I IKE A TRUE economist, President Gloria Macapagal- 


Arroyo announced clear goals, set definite targets and 
cited precise figures in her first State of the Nation 
Address. She must be a journalist at heart because she followed 
one of the basic rules of news writing: “Be concrete, be 
concrete, be concrete.” She made many concrete proposals 
and kept abstractions and rhetoric to 
a minimum. 
She put across her message more 
clearly by citing what three boys from 
Payatas—Jason, Jomar and Erwin—asked for in a letter that 
they sent to her on a paper boat that they floated on the Pasig 
River. These are, she said, “Jobs, houses, education and food 
on every table.” This certainly is a very concrete enumeration 
of what the people most need today. 

While filled with a lot of specifics and concrete details, the 
Sona didn’ tack philosophical underpinnings. The President's 
approach to the problem of poverty was premised on four basic 
guidelines: an economic philosophy appropriate to the 21st 
century, a modernized agricultural sector founded on social 
equity, a social bias toward the disadvantaged and the raising 
of moral standards of government and society. 

We don't think any well-meaning citizen or member of 
Congress will have any quarrel with the priorities that the 
President set in her speech. Among them are the improvement 
of the economy, including the alleviation of poverty; the peace 
and order problem; the modernization of agriculture; the 
development of information and communications technology; 
and good governance, including a strong effort to curb graft 
and corruption. 

But all of these things need the expenditure of billions of 
pesos in public funds. Where will the President find the money, 
given that the government is now operating on a P140-billion 
deficit, and tax collections are expected to be low because of the 
declining economy? Well, probably sht has the answer in, 
among other things, a sentence she made toward the end of her 
speech: "We havetothinkFilipino, buy Filipino, invest Filipino. 

The nation is now going through another season of gloom 
and doom. We cannot depend on other nations and other 
people to get ourselves out of the rut we're in. We have to pull 
ourselves up by our own bootstraps. We have to think of 
ourselves first, protect our businesses and industries, buy 
Filipino-made products and invest in Filipino enterprises. 

And, as the President suggests, the taipans and other business 
people should start pump-priming the economy by investing 
once more in the country, reviving business and industry, 
creating jobs and increasing the buying power of people. More 
investments will mean more businesses and industries, more 
businesses and industries will mean more purchasing power 
for people and more economic activity will mean more taxes 
going to the government to be used in priority programs. 

But hand in hand with this, the government will have to 
wage an honest-to-goodness campaign against graft and 
corruption, The campaign will have to focus, as the President 
said, on the two primary tax-collecting agencies of the 
government: the Bureau of Internal Revenue and the Bureau of 
Customs. In this connection, we hail the President's proposal 
to impose a gross income tax. This will do away with tax 
deductions which are а source of corruption in the BIR. 

On the anti-corruption campaign, the President will have to 
set a concrete example by ordering the investigation of the 
charge that First Gentleman Mike Arroyo received a P50- 
million bribe to push for the recall of her veto of the 
telecommunications franchise bill. This question will have to 
be resolved before people can be made to heed her call for an 
end to corruption in government. 

The concreteness and specificity of the President's address 
is one of its strong points; it is also one of its weaknesses. 
Because it contains numerous concrete proposals, it tends to 
have no focus. The many legislative proposals that it contains 
cannot possibly be all acted upon during the current session. 
The address looks more like an agenda for the entire three-year 
term of the 12th Congress. The President will have to draw up 
a priority list of about five to ten proposals that urgently need 
congressional action during the current session. 

With the three Payatas boys by her side, the President ended 
her speech with an emotional appeal to the members of 
Congress to make sacrifices and unite for the welfare, 
development and security of the nation. The President said she 
was not “a miracle worker” and could not solve all the 
problems of the nation by herself. We hope that her appeal 
touched a responsive chord in the legislators’ hearts and that 
they will help push the Macapagal agenda of providing jobs, 
houses, education and food for the nation. 


Should water rates be increased? 


IT all started in a radio interview. But now the 
shocking story is all over town: First Gentlemen. 
Mike Arroyo took а bribe to have his wife 
reconsider a veto to a telecommunication bill. 

Is it true? I hope not. But will Veronica "Bing 
Rodrigo invent a false story involving the First 
Gentleman, the husband of her childhood friend? 

Once upon а time, there were two girls who 
went to grade and high school together. Gloria 
and Bing were best friends, the daughters of 
President Diosdado Macapagal and Sen. Fran- 
‘cisco “Soc” Rodrigo. When Gloria become Presi- 
dent, she appointed Bing as her appointment sec- 
retary. But she did not last long in the snake pit. 
She resigned soon afterwards. Last Friday, she 
told the public why. 

She said she could-not stomach the corrup- 
tion in the Palace anymore. She said she did not 
want to go public but she was being made the 
scapegoat for an aborted franchise bill establish- 
ing the Philippine Communications Clearing 
House Inc. Congress passed the franchise bill but 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo vetoed it. 
Mike Arroyo said Bing resigned because of it 
‘An angry Bing went on the air to accuse Arroyo 
of accepting money to have the President recon- 
sider the veto and approve the franchise. She did 
not mention any amount, but one newspaper re- 
ported that it was Р50 million. 

This is so far the most serious corruption 
charge against the Macapagal administration, 
which finished its first six months only last Fri- 
day. Senate President Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said 
the blue ribbon committee would conduct an in- 
vestigation and summon the First Gentlemen— 
but that is only if Pimentel remains chair of the 
blue ribbon committee. 

‘Text messages about the corruption charge 
against Arroyo is spreading like wildfire. Iti 
interesting to note the similarities between Presi- 
dents Estrada and Macapagal. Erap thundered 
during his inauguration: “Walang kumpare, 
walang kaibigan, walang kamaganak...” Ms 
Macapagal said the same thing during her own 


TREAD a morbidly funny item last week. Philip 
Morris had just gotten into hot water for suggesting 
that smoking was good for the health of countries — 
ог their economic health at least. This was so, 
said, because smoking has been known to cause th 
early deaths of smokers. Consequently, it spared 
‘countries the need to provide for many of its citizens 
beyond a certain age, allowing it to make a killing 
(not its word) in social welfare savings. The savings 
could reach up to hundreds of millions of dollars. 

The suggestion, a truly astounding one, naturally 
met with furious protest from various groups, nota- 
bly those that have been fiercely critical ofthe sale 
of cigarettes, calling it legalized murder. One orga- 
nization found it poetic irony that Philip Morris, 
which had just spent a fortune trying to sell itself as 
a responsible or newly enlightened company, would 
inadvertently show its true colors. The company's 
callous cynicism, it said, as shown by its bizarre 
economic theory, was entirely in keeping with its 
reason for being, which was to sell poison. 

"This is not unlike Jonathan Swift’s famous sat- 
ire, “A Modest Proposal.” There, Swift suggested 
опе surefire way by which Ireland might improve 
its economy overnight, which was by eating chil- 
dren, He wondered why economists hadn't thought 
of it before. Eating children, he said, almost imme- 
diately got rid of the excess population, excess as 
defined by homeless children who could not find 
work in Ireland's factories, and were compelled to 
beg in the streets. That spared the economy the need 
to provide for them. Additionally, children, how- 
ever they are cooked, provided better nutritional 
value than their other counterparts in the animal 
kingdom. 

Call the above callous cynicism or fierce satire, 
but they both say something rather profound about 
how completely confused we are, or have become, 
about means and ends. Philip Morris’ suggestion 
тау be astounding, but it is so only for being as- 
toundingly honest, for being breathtakingly trans- 
parent. That is exactly how we think about the 
economy too. We do not think of it as а means to 
improve the plight of people. We think of people ав 
а means to improve the plight of the economy. We 
are merely less honest about it, or about the meth- 
ods we wish to employ, couching them in euphe- 
misms or abstruse terminologies. But that is really 
"what we mean: How to use people to improve the 
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Neal H. Cruz 


inauguration. But it turned out their friends and 
relatives did not believe them. And this was also 
how Chavit Singson's story on Erap's corrup- 
tion started: through text message and interviews. 
em 

Maynilad Water Inc. has launched a triple- 
barreled advertising and propaganda cam- 
paign to justify its proposed water rate in- 
‘crease. The increase is a hefty 50 percent above 
the present rate but Maynilad has boiled it 


per liter. It also has comparative prices of a 

ter of premium gasoline, diesel fuel and 
bottled water, which naturally are very much 
higher than its water. The comparison, I think, 
is already overacting. Why did it not go the 
whole hog and compare the price of one liter 
of its water to one liter of champagne or one 
liter of cognac? 

As part of its overacting, Maynilad also has 
а list of comparative basic water rates in зе- 
lected provincial water districts and in selected 
cities of the world such as Casablanca, Macau, 
Mexico City and Jakarta. Naturally, the prov- 
inces and foreign cities selected were those 
with higher water rates. Those with lower 
rates were not mentioned. 

Maynilad also distributed copies of letters 
from “satisfied customers” such as Sr. Christine 
Тап who has no objections to a water rate in- 
crease. I am sure there were also letters oppos- 
ing it but these were not distributed. 

At a public hearing at the MWSS audito- 
rium last Friday, there were also community 
leaders (solicited I am sure) who spoke in fa- 
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‘economy. The economy is the end, people are the, 
means. 

That is clear in the way government—and the 
business community—treat the poor in this coun- 
try. The argument against wage hikes (and for price 
increases, chief of them oil and power) is deeply 
steeped in it. That argument of course is that wage 
hikes subvert the economy, which today in particu- 
laris being buffeted by a global recession and vari- 
ous unforeseen adversities. We raise the wages of 
workers now and the profits of entrepreneurs will 
fall, which will be bad for the economy overall. The 
‘workers simply have to tighten their belts and wa 
until things get better. 

When things are better, however—and they have 
been so at various times in the past—the argument 
continues to be against wage hikes. That is so pre- 
sumably because we cannot afford to be such spend- 
thrifts after a spate of good fortune but must con- 
tinue to scrimp and save to make the economy larger 
‘or to prepare for leaner times. The workers simply 
have to wait till the economy has grown so much 
bigger—and reached a “takeoff” point, for their tum 
to come. It goes without saying that the poor may 
not expect social welfare benefits at all, That is 
merely subsidizing them, which globalization reci 
‘ons to be poor economics, which will only encour- 
age them to be more mendicant and lazy. 

Тһе point when workers may finally get (real) 
wage hikes, or when the poor in general may get а 
break in life, never really comes. The Economy- 
the capital E indicating an alien and alienating di 
tant presence—becomes an unreachable end, and 
humans a never-ending means. The image that leaps 
to mind is of human beings being thrown into a 
burning pit as ап offering to a strange god. 

1 do not know, even from the completely cyni- 
cal perspective of conscripting people for the 
economy and not the ether way around, that it makes 


vor of the increase as well as those who spoke 
gainst it (definitely unsolicited). 

What I am driving at is that all these over- 
acting gimmicks are too much already. The 
increase is necessary all right, but the over- 
acting is not. It cannot be denied that the value 
of the peso against the dollar has gone down 
drastically since the concession agreement was 
signed. The dollar-denominated loans of the 
government water agency (Maynilad assumed 
90 percent of the debts while Manila Water 
assumed only 10 percent) therefore have in- 
creased in peso equivalent. From August 1997 
to December 2000, Maynilad had to pay P2.7 
billion more to service these debts, according 
to Maynilad president Rafael Alunan. He 
added that a $400-million term Ioan did not 

ialize because of the Asian financial cri- 
sis. Maynilad, therefore, is strapped for cash 
and cannot implement its expansion program 
to service more communities. 

So what do we do? Do we retain the old 
rates and be content with the water lack and 
continue buying from the water vendors? Or 
should we pay a little more to get more water 
from our faucets 24 hours a day? The choice 
is really up to the consumers. You want more. 
water? Pay up. 

Having said this, I would like to add that a 
50 percent increase would be too much for the 
poor. Can't Maynilad recoup 
change losses in five to 10 years instead of only 
in one-and-a-half years? 

Also, I noticed that water lost due to leaks 

ilferage has increased since Maynilad took 
over. More than half of the water Maynilad gets 
from the MWSS is lost. From 1998 to 2000, its 
non-revenue lost water has risen from 37246 
million liters per day to 631.40 MLD. Where does 
the water agency get back the cost of this lost or 
stolen water? From paying customers. Why 
doesn’t Maynilad reduce the water it loses daily 
во it doesn’t have to charge its paying custom- 
ers so much? 


sense to do this, to deprive people at this scale, Most 
countries think of their people as their single big- 
gest resource, Though cynical itself in that it re- 
gards people as the means and not the end of eco- 
nomic development, it at least has the merit of think- 
ing of people as a cog in the machine that needs to 
be oiled and kept running efficiently. Or, in literal 
terms, as a workforce that needs to be fed, educated 
and kept in reasonably high spirits the better for 
them to be more productive. Or less hostile to the 
system that grinds them like, well, ground meat, to 
во by Swift's modest proposal. 

ЇЇ most certainly does not make sense from a 
moral perspective. The one that says the economy 
exists to uplift people and not people to uplift the 
economy. 

We are quick to accuse the poor of stupidity, or 
irrationality, of acting in ways that are contrary to 
self-interest, sucli as when they take to the streets 
in anger and profess undying love for a crook like 
Erap. But is it more logical and reasonable and en- 
lightened to keep even the most productive of them, 
who are the workers, in a state of utter wretched- 
ness and expect them to behave otherwise? 

The Makati Business Club has lately expressed 
pessimism over the current administration, as well 
they should, noting how lile it has done to restore 
everyone's confidence. 1 know that many of them 
were ardent supporters of Edsa Il, and I've read 
their letters in the e-mail damning corruption and 
suggesting ways by which we may improve the 
country. But they may also wish to ask themselves 
‘what exactly they have done in that respect. What 
sacrifices have they taken during hard times to make 
sure the rest of their countrymen do not take the 
brunt of hardship while they themselves get away 
unscathed? What generosity have they shown dur- 
ing good times to make sure the rest of their coun- 
trymen get to partake of plenitude even as they them- 
selves reap the bulk of the harvest? Easy to see what 
government should doto improve the country. Easy 
Хо see what others should do to prevent the country 
from collapsing. Not so easy to see what one should 
do to accomplish those thing 

‘You wonder in fact why the economists of this 
country do not just encourage smoking to improve 
this country's health. You wonder in fact why the 
businessmen of this country do not just suggest eat- 
ing children to rid this country of poverty. 
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Joe de У would have been happy to be minority leader 


THAD never watched the election of a Speaker of 
the House of Representatives before, so yesterday's 
first session of the House which elected Pangasinan 
Rep. Joe de Venecia as Speaker proved most 
interesting. While the result ofthe speakership fight 
was a foregone conclusion unlike the election of 
the Senate president which was a cliff-hanger of 
sorts until Sen. Noli de Castro decided to vote for 
Franklin Drilon, still, because of the sheer size of 
the House, it was exciting. 

Speaker De Venecia's 184-vote mandate as 
against LDP rival Carlos Padilla's 17 votes (and 
опе abstention—Rep. Ronaldo Zamora's vote) was 
awesome, It was the largest majority vote for a 
Speaker in local legislative history. Moreover, in 
the parade of men who have held this post since the 
republic was formed, De Venecia was only the sec- 
‘ond House chief to be elected for three terms, thus 
ensuring him a niche in the chamber's annals. The 
only other Speaker to gain this distinction was 
Comelio Villareal in the 1960s. 

De Venecia bounced back to his old post with a 
vengeance. In 1992, he forged the “Rainbow Coa- 
lition” with seven political parties and some inde- 
pendents. In 2001 he formed the "Sunshine Coali- 
tion" with 14 political parties and one-third of the. 
LDP that fought his candidacy. The LDP is now 
the minority party. 

De Venecia's rebound reminds one of Rich- 
ard Nixon, who was elected to the US presidency 
after he lost by hairline to John F. Kennedy. 
There was a time, about one and a half years 
after his defeat at the hands of Joseph Estrada 
in the 1998 presidential, when De Venecia's close 
friends and relatives were advising him not to 
тип for the Senate so he wouldn't suffer the fate 
of his predecessor, Speaker Ramon Mitra, who 
lost in the Senate race after being clobbered by 
Fidel Ramos in the presidential elections. You'd 
be cheated in the Senate race, they told him. His 
friends and relatives urged him instead to run 
for the House in Pangasinan, so that hopefully, 
they said, he could go for the post of minority 
leader. Forget getting back the speakership, they 
advised him, Erap would never let you get it. De 
Venecia then made up his mind to get back his 
old seat, little realizing he'd land in the 
speakership again. 

The talk everywhere it seems, in the government 
as well as in the private sector, is how to help alle- 
viate the poverty of those of us who have been so 
marginalized. As I wrote this column yesterday, the 
newspapers were full of anticipation about what 
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President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo would say 
about the problem of poverty-alleviation. In fact, 
her State of the Nation Address has been billed by 
the Ingumer as the “Sona of the Poor.” Last Sun- 
day evening when I heard Mass at our neighbor- 
hood church, the priest in his homily was talking 
about how the wealthier Filipinos could help their 
poorer brethren as a Christian duty. 

In the face of all this emphasis on the alleviation 
of poverty, Congress cannot ignore the national 
clamor for a lasting solution. Lef's hope that under. 
the leadership of two “returnees,” Senate President 
Franklin Drilon and Speaker Jose de Venecia, the 
two chambers of Congress will put their minds to- 
gether and address the poverty problem with more 
than just perfunctory zeal. We hope they will not be 
distracted by grandstanding and controversies. De 
Venecia yesterday said the government is raising the. 
counterpart fund of $2.5 billion mainly from natural 
gas earnings in order to be able to use the $10.5 bil- 
Tion locked in overseas development funds (ODF). 


Every Sunday evening at 9:15, I join Cecile 
Guidote-Alvarez in her program, “Radio 
Balintataw,” over dzRH, where we invite civic 
leaders to talk about their projects for the low- 
est-income sectors of society. I had proposed this 
to Cecile as our way of contributing to the na- 
tional effort to eradicate poverty. In the less than 
two months that we have been inviting civic lead- 
ers to talk of their programs, we have discov- 
ered so many wonderful projects for the poor. 
By highlighting these private-sector efforts, we 
hope other groups will be encouraged to do their 
share for the less fortunate. 

One of the programs we highlighted in Radio 
Balintataw was the five-year technical-vocational 
training being conducted by the Erda Technical-Vo- 
cational High School in Pandacan for the poorest 
students in Metro Manila. Erda Tech administrator 
Wilhelmina Martinez explained how the poor stu- 
dents are able to get jobs and help their parents right 
after graduation. 

‘Another project we featured was the dual-tech train- 
ing in hotel and restaurant courses for young women 


from poor families, being conducted by Punlaan 
School in San Juan, Metro Manila. We had for our 
‘guest Punlaan's cheerful directress, Luz Filmer, who 
told us how technical training and character and val- 
ues formation by Punizan help young women raise 
the quality of their lives as they are guaranteed good 
jobs in leading hotels and restaurants. 

‘Another guest, civic leader Angie Abella, told 
us of her group's livelihood projects for the poor in 
Payatas. Then there was the indefatigable Melon 
Recto-Silverio, who continues her livelihood-gen- 
erating projects in the poorer sections of Makati. 

Since President Macapagal was scheduled to 
deliver her Sona yesterday, we thought of invit- 
ing to the program Secretary Teresita 
Deles of the National Anti-Poverty Commission 
to enlighten us on the administration’s anti-pov- 
erty strategy. The NAPC is in charge of formu- 
lating it and coordinating government's efforts 
among the various agencies involved. Mukhang 
hallmark пе Macapagal officials ang hindi 
matakot sa inclement weather: Ging Deles came 
to the station despite the rains that poured all 
afternoon Sunday 

Perhaps it ought to be mentioned here, too, 
that two weeks earlier, my husband invited En- 
vironment Secretary Heherson Alvarez and Gov- 
ernment Corporate Counsel Amado Valdez to 
visit some PNOC properties that are the subjects 
of legal disputes in Bataan, and the two officials 
‘came for the conference despite bad weather and 
their tight schedules. I guess that's what hap- 
pens when one serves a pro-active President. 

Deles, in fact, told us that six of the Cabinet 
members were joining the multi-sectoral march to 
the Batasan yesterday afternoon, as the President 
‘wanted them to dialogue with the demonstrators, a 
lot of them Estrada sympathizers as well as left- 
‘wing elements, on their demands. This way, said 
Deles, they could not say that government officials 
were enjoying the comforts of the Batasan while 
the people were out in the streets. Aside from Deles, 
the Cabinet members who were in the streets yes- 
terday were Dinky Soliman of social welfare, 
Manuel Dayrit of health, Patricia Sto. Tomas of la- 
bor, Hemani Braganza of agrarian reform and Mike 
Defensor of housing, as well as Benjamin Abalos 
of the Metropolitan Manila Development Author- 
ity. Deles emphasized that it's also good for the 
Cabinet members to be among the crowd, so that 
they could help negotiate with the police. 

More about the NAPC's vision for poverty alle- 
viation in my next column. 


Powell unlikely to talk about My Lai 


MY LAI, Vietnam—When US Secretary of State 
Colin Powell comes to Hanoi this week, survivors 
of the Vietnam War's most notorious massacre 
would like him to spare them at least a thought. 
It will be Powell's first trip to Vietnam since 
serving in that war in the 1960s and he will be 
the most senior US official to have fought the 
country ever to return. 

During his visit to attend a regional security 
forum, US officials say the former general plans 
to take time out to pay tribute to seven Ameri- 
cans killed in Vietnam in April searching for re- 
mains of US servicemen still listed as missing 
from the conflict. But he has no plans to visit My 
Lai, a village near the coast of central Vietnam, 
where soldiers of the same 11th Brigade of the 
Americal Division Powell served with killed, 
according to Vietnam, 504 civilians, mostly 
women and children, on March 16, 1968. The 
US army later put the toll at more than 300. 

The massacre at My Lai, the worst commit- 
ted by US forces in Vietnam, occurred 10 weeks 
before Powell returned to Vietnam to start his 
second tour during which, as a major, he served 
as the Americal’s operations officer. 

Inhis autobiography "My American Journey” 
Powell says he did not learn of the massacre un- 
til the autumn of 1969. However, he has been 
accused of failing to properly investigate a De- 
cember 1968 letter from an 11th Brigade soldier, 
‘Tom Glen, describing murder and torture of ci- 
vilians by US troops, which Powell was ordered 
to check out. 

According to the 1992 book "Four Hours in 
My Lai" by British journalists Michael Bilton and 
Kevin Sim, Powell concluded in a memo in re- 
sponse to Glen's letter: 

"Although there may be isolated cases of mis- 
treatment of civilians and POWs, this by no 
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‘means reflects the general attitude throughout the 
division. 

"Indirect refutation of this portrayal (by Glen) 
is the fact that relations between Americal sol- 
diers and Vietnamese people are excellent.” 

Survivors of the massacre interviewed in My 
Lai recently said they were outraged by that state- 
ment, which Powell makes no mention of in his 
memoirs. 

"It's rubbish for him to say relations between 
local people here and American soldiers were 
good," said 63-year-old Pham Thi Thuan, who 
lost six members of her family, including her fa- 
ther, sisters and nephews. "I was very angry to 
hear that. They killed people here—we are the 
survivors. Many people were killed. They even 
killed cattle, and destroyed trees. How can he 
say relations were good?” 

Another survivor, 76-year-old Ha Thuy Quy, 
whose mother and children were killed, said she 
did not blame all Americans, but thought Powell 
should take the opportunity to apologize on be- 
half of his country and make amends. 

"He should apologize," she said. “They killed 
innocent people, they were guilty...they sent 
troops here to kill innocent people, they were very 
guilty. Bombs and bullets destroyed our place. 
We have no schools... The Americans could give 
us some assistance. People are still poor and hun- 
вту, the Americans need to help them.” 


Pham Thanh Cong, who survived the massacre 
as an 11-year-old after being shielded from а gre- 
nade blast by relatives who were killed, now looks 
after a museum at the massacre site. He said he did 
not think Powell needed to make an apology. 

“But he should think about what happened 
here...and perhaps he could do something to help 
with the upkeep of this site and to help some of 
the victims and their families, especially the ones 
living alone and who are disabled. 

Briefing reporters in Washington on Friday, 
Powell said he expected а flood of emotions to hit 
him on his retum to Vietnam. But he also said: 
“There are no ghosts within me that need exorcism 

Не made no mention of My Lai, but in his 
memoir, he described it as “one of the darker 
chapters of American military history” and “an 
appalling example of much that had gone wrong 
in Vietnam”. 

Diplomats say Powell is highly unlikely to 
make any reference to My Lai in Vietnam, far 
less offer an apology, something not in line with 
US policy. 

When former President Bill Clinton became 
the first US president to visit. Vietnam since the 
war last November, he spoke of the shared pain 
of the past but offered no apology. 

The Vietnamese government has skirted the 
issue, saying only that Powell would be welcome 
as a dialogue partner, just like any of the other 
foreign ministers attending the regional forum. 

However, Larry Colburn, a former US heli- 
copter gunner now living in Atlanta who was 
decorated as a hero by both the United States 
and Vietnam for helping to rescue victims from 
marauding soldiers during the massacre, told 
Reuters he wished Powell would address the My 
Lai issue. 

‘Asked why, he said: “Just for respect.” Reuters 


Elephants go begging in Bangkok 


BANGKOK—Late at night on a busy Bangkok 
street, a terrified female elephant roars in pain. 
Injured after being hit by a bus, the 22-year-old 
elephant lurches by the roadside. Her panicked 
handler, struggling to calm her, shouts for help. 

“It’s happened again,” says veterinarian 
Alongkom Mahannop, who rushes to the scene 
to look after the wounded animal. 

Alongkorn, a veterinarian in Thailand’s Royal 
Bureau, says road accidents are common for el- 
ephants brought into the city by their handlers in 
search of food and money. "This sort of thing is 
not a surprise. It happens ай the time. Гуе seen 
‘many elephants hit by cars or with their legs stuck 
in big potholes here.” 

Alongkorn says that in June alone he treated 
20 elephants in Bangkok for illness or injury. He 
says 15 elephants have been injured in road ac- 
cidents so far this year, compared with around 
20 last year. 

Bangkok dwellers are no longer surprised to 
see elephants ambling through the streets with 
their handlers trying to sell passers-by bananas 
and vegetables to feed their charges with. 

Experts say an estimated 2,500 wild el- 
ephants still roam the Thai jungles while an- 
other 2,000 are registered as tame or domesti- 
cated animals. Many are owned by impover- 
ished handlers who, when times are hard, bring 
them into the capital, with its notorious pollu- 
tion and traffic congestion. There the noble ani- 
mals become beggars. 

‘Their handlers make more money from those 
who believe elephants bring good luck. Some 
people pay mahouts to be allowed to walk under 
the elephants’ belly three times, which is said to 
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bring good fortune. 

"Itis so sad to see elephants begging for food,” 
Alongkorn says. 

‘The mahouts say they have no choice. “At 
home, we have no work, no money. If we don't 
соте here, we will surely starve,” explains 33- 
year-old Pong Malingam, who left his children 
behind in northeastern Surin province to come 
to Bangkok with his wife and his only asset, а 
bull elephant called Buaban. “At least, my cl- 
ephant will have something to cat.” 

Pong says life in the Thai capital is not easy, 
especially for large animals trying to negotiate 
the busy streets. “We don’t want to torture our 
animals doing this. they are not worth one or two 
baht each but over 300,000 ($6,500). But we just 
have no choice,” he adds. 

Pong and other mahouts make a living in 
Bangkok by selling 20-baht bunches of bananas 
and vegetables to passersby to feed the animals. 

Pong has other moneyspinning hopes for his 
elephant, a young and strong bull: breeding. “1 
will breed elephants as we don't have many el- 
ephants left at the moment,” he says. "My el- 
'ephant can mate with about 40 or 50 cows a year, 
and more than half of these matings will be suc- 
cessful.” 


Pong says he will receive about 10,000 baht 
forallowing his bull to mate а cow, but only when 
a baby is born, which takes well over a year. 

But many owners of tame elephants do not 
‘want their cows to breed since mothers cannot 
work while nursing. Most domesticated elephants 
аге caught in the wild, rather than bred in captiv- 
йу. 

Mahouts say they earn about 200 to 400 baht 
a day by selling elephant foods, but much of this 
has to be spent paying off police. Officially, el- 
ephants are banned from the city. 

In the heart of Bangkok, mahouts sleep in 
small tents, and work from early evening until 
after 2 a.m. when nightlife in the city begins to 
wind down. 

“We all have a very harsh life here,” one ma- 
hout says. 

Elephants handlers say they want the govern- 
ment to help provide longer-term work for them. 

Soraida Salwala, secretary-general of Friends 
of the Asian Elephant, says serious measures 
need to be taken. “I've urged the government to 
take a serious pro-active action on this. They have 
been discussing about this for years but nothing 
has improved,” she adds. “Mahouts don't want 
to go back home as they can make good money 
here. 1 don’t believe they don't have any money 
if they can buy an elephant worth as much as 
300,000 babi.” 

Although the city authorities banned elephants 
last year, they soon began to creep back into the 
а 
elephants did aot really go out of Bangkok, 
but roamed in its outskirts, so we did not see many 
of them in town for a while,” she says. Reuters 


Enou gh! 


EARLY one morning (well, early fora bum like me), I was awakened 
by the irritating sound of a jeepney backing into our garage. I say 
"our" because I shared the garage with an Iranian and her family. I 
was renting one of two houses in the compound. Unfortunately, the 
garage we shared ran the whole length of my entire house. Next to 
the dusty garage was my neighbors’ front lawn, and farther down 
was the house they 

lived 

I opened my 
eyes and wrinkled 
my nose in disgust. 
I could smell the 
pungent odor of ex- 
haust fumes perme- 
ating the living 
room. 1 had started 
sleeping on an old 
mattress in the liv- 
ing room ever since the beginning of summer, unable to stand the 
stuffiness in the bedroom. This was the annoyance I had to suffer 
‘once a week (aside from the daily dose of car fumes that accompa- 
nied my breakfast): 

First, a jeepney backed into the garage really slowly because the 
dirt road was narrow. Then a driver and his companion got off and 
began to load sacks of rice from neighbor's bodega in awkward rheu- 
‘matic movements. After 40 sacks had been loaded, the vehicle would 
squeeze out of the garage, making it only on the third try to the 
narrow road and around the comer to who knows where. The neigh- 
bors were into this rice business 

1 flicked my blanket off of me in the fashion of a matador com- 

letely stressed out, and opened the front door. A few strong words 

requesting" the driver to tum off the damn engine flew out my mouth 

ike a mantra. I had told them to shut the old thing up twice before 
already. They seemed never to get it. 

Apparently the starter was broken this time. So T asked how the 
they started the damn engine in the first place. They said they hot- 
wired it. Couldn't you hot-wire it again? I asked. The guy штей 
around, got into the jeepney and positioned the monstrosity aslant, 
with its exhaust pipe pointing toward the lawn as though it would 
make a lot of difference. 

1 begged them for mercy, explaining that my lungs were being 
poisoned slowly each time they came. He got the message and parked 
the sulfur-spewing demon on the road. I closed the door, satisfied 
but still a bit pissed off. 

They finished loading the sacks after 30 minutes, including inter- 
ruptions by tricycles and cars that needed to pass through. 

Meanwhile my sleep had been completely disrupted. I watched 
TV and tried to keep my cool until the vehicle drove away. 

Insulted 

‘That night the Iranian woman who was my neighbor came over 
to share with me a piece of her mind: I should have pleaded for 
mercy with them and not her customers. My house used to be noisy 
at night when my friends came over, causing her Filipino maid sleep- 
less nights. I couldn't have everything the way I wanted just because 
the garage was on my side of the compound. 

She only stopped when her husband ordered her: “Come inside 
now and stop talking to those people!" And then he proceeded to tell 
me what he thought of me and my friends. 

Great! Г was too slow in processing what they were saying and 
lost my chance to defend my actions. The next thing I knew I was 
closing the door behind me, close to tears after being treated like a 
child and insulted several times. 

The woman had told me I should move to a place where I wouldn't 
have any neighbors. But she should be the one to move out of the 
Philippines and go back to Iran where she and her parents came 
from. Maybe I was wrong, but so were they. But we never got to 
resolve the issue. Perhaps both of us were afraid of the damage it 
might bring emotionally and materially. 

What's with neighbors anyway? What was it that I really wanted 
to say? 

It dawned on me that this Iranian neighbor had a good job and 
а пісе house and a nice car, and, come to think of it, an attitude. 
So did her parents who have been living in this country for who 
knows how long. Our government has been feeding expatriates, 
like my neighbor, for decades now. It has allowed them to work 
here even while our own citizens cannot get jobs simply because 
there were too many of them. These expats live in comfortable 
homes while Filipinos live under bridges and on railroad tracks, 
ready to be swept off their feet, not by love but by a Bicol-bound 
train, We have Indian businessmen peddling bed sheets and um- 
brellas on Isuzu motorbikes. We have American, African, 
Nepalese, Bhutanese and Pakistani students studying in our lead- 
ing universities because it's cheaper here, while our own students 
quit high school to become janitors, maids (with foreign employ- 
ers right here), and food servers, abandoning hope of earning 
college degrees. They come here to bribe our women and seduce 
our men with their exotic features. 

Thinking about all this infuriated me. Due to the unfairness I ex- 
perienced from this foreigner who lived next door, I came to think 
about the unfaimess other Filipinos are forced to endure. 

Citizens first 

Thave lived a few years in Abu Dhabi. Being an open country, a 
lot of foreigners live there. While there I learned that every citizen 
who had the skills, the intelligence or the education was assured of 
ahigh-paying job and a mansion and treated with respect. The gov- 
ernment made sure to provide for its people first before providing 
for foreigners who came to work there, to vacation there or to find 
safety there. The citizens were the No. 1 priority and their well- 
being was always taken into consideration before the welfare of 
expatriates. 

T learned to act with tact and to be polite there, making sure that I 
didn’t offend any of the locals because I was a guest in their country. 
T knew that I didn’t have the same rights as they had. 

So what's the point of my story? It’s really simple: As a guest in 
my country, my neighbors ought to behave. I don’t have to take crap 
from a foreigner, including the exhaust fumes I have become accus- 
tomed to having for breakfast. There are times when I must put my 
foot down and say, "Wait a minute, I live here. This patch of earth is 
mine.” 

The experience taught me that 1 don't have to bow my head so 
Jow to the expats living off my country’s resources whether they be 
black, yellow, or white. It reminded me that they should be the one 
‘who ought to bow down low and show us a little respect. I have 
every reason to assert my rights because I am Filipino, and they are 
not. 


YOUNGBLOO! 
Katherine Rose A. Calingasan 


We want to know what the young are thinking 
about. What are their thoughts on current issues? 
We welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below—Ed. 


Katherine Rose A. Calingasan, 21, is a Communication Arts senior 
at the University of the Philippines, Los Baños. 


Notice to Youngblood conti 
Contributors to Youngblood who haven't received their checks are 
requested to inquire with the PDI cashier on Friday. 


=THEY SAI 
Wage policy 


“This government, like its predecessor, maintains a policy that 
workers’ wage and benefits must remain nailed to the basement floor 
зо that it can attract foreign investors to the country. 

— Sammy Malunes, spokesperson of the Kilusang Mayo Uno 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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LÀ: Een OPINION 
Another monopoly in the makin Racism and crime 


‘THE NEWS breaking that Cosmos hold its own against multinational CAH- | THB MURDER of internationally pinos, who were having a party, 
[sata Aba ti oos gid leg epee 1- renowned musician Tadao Hayashi them to quiet down. This 
disappointing, to say the least. Here If the reported buy-out of Cos- yashi Ё quiet down. This 


: 3 ай we needed to further damage so enraged the two Filipinos —and 
is a homegrown brand which has mos happens, we Filipinos will be m Ed 
weer een mue NEM LETTERS теср КА ыс ыс = 
softdrink industry and has, їп fact, only love Соке. Eventually they 7 about Hayashi's murder remain a RU eie шул 
= Å- = ti sketchy but the crime should alet === i puti to tell us what to do?"—that 
cornered around 30 percent of the will kill Pop Cola and Sarsi because ~ us to the increasing number of Michael L. = they ganged up on him, literally 
market, and now it may end up asa their only concern is to ensure that ытыы violent incidents directed against Tan beating him to deat 
сс: ау рае тз * they have. o softdrink Cal ae acme foreigners, or people perceived to — ————————————— ———— _ Whattodoabout this situation? 
jaining control of Cosmos will market as a wi 2 be “foreign.” Lhave no short-term solutions but. 
effectively give Coca-Cola virtual ‘This will not be the first time it television programs to watch, what I refer here to a wide range of there has been a growing cynicism definitely, we need to get young 
monopoly of the softdrink industry happens. Such а scenario has actu- beer to drink, and even when and icidents, from the occasional “in- toward foreigners in general, that they people to be more introspective 
in the Philippines. While we have ally taken place in India where Coke where to buy these things. Shouldn't | cients” against tourists and visitors ате all “mayaman” (rich) and are there about our feelings toward "foreign- 
come to love Coke in the Philip- took control of a very popular local we. at the very least preserve the | (incladingnow,Hayashi)tothe Abu to be used. It's a perverse sense of ers.” There is a folk culture out 
pines, the rise of Pop Cola and Sarsi brand, which was eventually phased right to choose what softdrink to | Sayyaf's penchant for kidnapping entitlement, sometimes fueled by dis- there with its own racial categories 
as strong brands attests to the fact ош of the market. drink? MYLENE BILLEDO, | Westemers.Thetrendisnotlimited опей nationalism: these foreigners and stereotyping. Some of these 
that we Filipinos also have tin us Monopolies have already dic: Phhiland Drive, Tandang Sora, | 19 Filipinos at bome. Overseas, we exploit us therefore we should use "rese Һе Misik, Hapon, Kano, 
i hat —— shouldn't forget too the less publi- them as well. rabo—share a common per- 
UR EN PET ee GuedcsmeinNewleneyofwoFi- A few years back, Caroline Hau, ceived attribute of “mayaman.” 
i А А pino-Americans who beat to death Chinese-Filipino, delivered an inci- Moreover, the perception of wealth 
Tax exemption Clarifications on MRT issues 2 policeman, a Caucasian. sive paper at a conference of the AS- overlaps witha more specific al- 
= стт ОЕ ТЕЕ 
for homes WE were able to follow closely the brought to the Supreme Court and | directed against foreigners because looked at the kidnapping of Chinese- for the Jnsik, kapitalista, for the 
three-part special report of Clarissa docketed as Tatad vs. Garcia (С.К. | it allows us to question one myth, Filipinos, a group seen by many Fili- Hapon, Yakuza, for the Kano, 
THE THOUSANDS of retirees S, Batino last July 16, 17 and 18that No. 114222). The findings or deci- | that of Filipino hospitality. The fact pinos as “foreigners.” She gave the imperialista, for the Arabo, em. 
who receive SSS and GSIS pen- dealt with guarantees related to the sions of these offices never made | із that our hospitality has always whole context of local ethnic Chinese ployer of overseas contract work- 
sions as low as P2,000 a month financing of major projects given by апу statement to support any allu- been selective. I've seen it all too being very visible in business deal- — ers (plus "Muslim" thrown in for 
should support Senate Bill No. 829 the Ramos administration. The MRT sion to the contract being onerous. | often among Filipino plane stew- ings, with the perception that they are good measure). 
which seeks to exempt family Ш was included in the mentioned Batino also discussed access to | ards and stewardesses with the exploitative. The irony then was that Beneath all this is a sense of 
homes from real éstate tax authored Projects that benefited from these the MRT Irail system. The DOTC | change in their facial expressions the Chinese, seen asconverting every- powerlessness, a resentment of the 
by Senate President Aquilino Q. immees рл ыы о || Pee ee ы e eite келеы 
у me make some exceptions уе already started the construction | ‘ever smiling, ever gracious Asian пом find their own wiv ing to wor 
dae no sensible senator or SOME supposed findings made by work for the installation of addi- | responding io a Caucasian's re- ino commodities, іе. ther worth as nannies for that Singaporean or 
ator OF the writer. tional elevators and external esca- | quest, changing dramatically to a measured by the potential ransom Hong Kong Jntsik or that Arabo, 
representative will oppose this bill, "jt was unfairly made to appear ators. These access equipment will | scowl asthe next passenger, a Fili- money they can bring in, —— why must our women go off to Ja- 
these retirees should still write all that the rail project was an original complement existing structures be- | pino makes a similar request. I've А similar “logic” operates withthe рап to work as “GROs"? It is a 
the senators and their respective ВОТ project. Let me point out that ing used in accessing into the rail | even seen stewardesses returning Abu Sayyaf, whose hostages.are not volatile situation, always in dan- 
Congressional representative to re- from the start, even with the initial system. This is in addition to the | withthe glass of water for the Cau- just “foreigners” butrepresent all that ger of being set off by the slightest 
mind them to fast-track its enact- contract in 1991 between the De- required facilities that have already | casian and conveniently “forget- is wrong in the world: white colonial- — provocation. Last year; I was with 
ment—T.B. ABAYAN, 13-A Ban- partment of Transportation and been installed which are specifically | ting” the one for the Filipino. ism, Christianity. The motives forkid- а seaman in Subic and a drunken 
ning St., North Fairview, Quezon Communications and the Levin intended for the use of persons with “Thee was sways arch че. варі expand юйню Апебса cane by ecg him 
i up, the original proponent of the disabilities and the elderly. ment to this selective hospitality. n act of retaliation but a way o ing i seaman 
су Буз Веі eC ылы | Бүсайра ier етар nes "mperony” (Ку noun dy bet 
ready adopted was the Build-Lease- stations of the MRT Ш аге not о. | pitality has been selective: thebest look, we can take these puri, these n t mut- 
А Transfer (BLT) arrangement and cated where they may be nearer to | treatment going to Caucasians (ог “whites” any time, anywhere) fered, "I take this ай the time from 
Art by itself ish been mainais unl now. Свае аравача | People pereeivedio be Cacasian),  "Thegoemifrvneeisofen the pul when we're overseas 1 
EDUARDO A. Morato’s article, We are providing some relevant Бе an effective intermodal transport | With less hospitality exhibited as historically determined. The kid- don't need to take this in my own 
еди к d pner the skin color darkens. (An excep- mappings of local Chinese (and now, home country 
‘Use principles of art in manage. pages of the contract that support integration. During the design stage : 
i; n Ө tion has been the Arabs, who de- Singaporeans) areextensionsof along Мо doubt, there's much more to 
ment” is a work of art by itself, What is being asserted here. ofthe project, the planners who were pee: : 
А Auer eri mein Е ig Ше best location forthe sta. | Spite their fair skin still gets dis- - and often bloody history of animos- а this than racial relations. worry, 
Being a corporate manager, I was h ө h criminated against mainly because ity against the Chinese in the Philip- — for example, about the way our so- 
i iele Teportssying that the Commission tions were restricted by technical у о 
quite taken by his gem of an article Рот! saying that the Commission tions were resisted Бу technical | they are Muslim.) pines, one that often makes it easier ciety is becoming more brutalized, 
wherein he espouses the role of a 01 Audi Was looking into the con- со “i d This selective hospitality has for kidnappers to just murder their about the way lives become deval- 
i ME ET UM ce нү meena pd (гү victims after ransom is paid. ued, faster than the peso, which 
MANE HRT шы M me proud 1o aane econ TEE EE ce veined тна MER Oe ee 
Tieqmltesmdcroecaionscf pact for de јез сапе con insiston panine ета where | Papio рит енн Reenen р ЫН ae aa 
the real manager-artist are demand- sidered as a document that had al- еу may ideally be located will in- Se eee eae S per > i ^s P 
ing indeed bat h багон : ful connection for the future. If in torical memory of their brutal superi- for today, let's just think about our 
ing indeed but he can always be ready passed scrutiny by all the volvean enormous amount for right- 2 h ie 
fact a friendship develops,expecta-  ority during colonial times. But note racism, and how our poverty and 
guided by the true artist above, branches of the government: execu- of-way acquisition MARIO C. | sions may grow about the foreigner that when the resentment spills over, powerlessness fuel that racism, 
‘Thank you, Mr. Morato, гап inci- tive, legislative and judiciary. Itis MIRANDA, project director, | jr са andifthe expectations it can be brutal, as ithappened in New Sometimes to the point of murder. 
sive and scintillating piece.— noteworthy that the contract was DOTC-MRT Ш project manage- | алого met the relationship sours, Jersey The murdered policeman was sa 
MARILYNN S.L. CAMACHO, reviewed by the DOTC, Neda, Of- ment office, MRT Ш Depot Build- | sometimes leading to violence. aneighboroftbeFilipinos.The"pui" Comments to miguel@ 
Кашек topes тарарам кыа ммк ol heme, | Сүр аат 
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Our special treat to all balikbayans, OCW’s and regular travellers 


Ngayon, mas marami na silang mabibili para sa inyo! 


= P49 LANG! 


CAREY 
RA 


(or get equivalent discount on dollar payments)* 


Huwag palagpasin, hanggang September 24 lang ‘to! A МА 
7 


“The discount on dollar purchases shall be based on the percentage difference between the official BSP rate for the day and P49.00. 
Por DTNCR Peril No. A2-0185, Soros of 2001 


Get more savings! Visit our Value Shop at the annex bldg. 
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The WORLD 


Luverne В. Сико, Eoros. 


FRENETIC ETNA тили: 
Mount Etna's crater erupts lava and rocks on the 
islandof Sicily during the firsthours of July 22. The 
mayor of Nicolosi town threatened by lava from 
Etna said he would announce to the world that his 
‘community had been abandoned unless higher 
authorities intervened with emergency help. 


e World clinches 
climate deal 

e No breakthrough 
on missile 
defense-Putin 

e Former Beatie 
Harrison expects 
to die soon 


|EUROTILES 


— SUPERIOR CERAMIC TILES —— 


Now, 1 want 


everything to last." 


The same is true in Kris Aquino's choice of tiles. Нег 
floor, all covered by Eurotiles, says itall—scratch- 
free even in the face of son Joshua's roughest toys. 


Eurotiles, the tough ceramic tiles, last for a very long 
time. With over 400 beautiful designs to suit every 
home, each tile is made using superior European 
technology for durability and strength. 


"Good as forever.” Take й from Kris 


Eurotiles Industrial Corporation. Diplomat Building, 
Roxas Blvd., Pasay City Tel. 551-1077 Fax 832-3079 


Whether you're on your 
way to that long-awaited 
shopping spree... 


express 
teller 


that sudden эг even your 
business trip.. honeymoon abroad... 


Don't forget to bring your 
Pl Express Teller International card. 
Accepted in over 500,000 Cirrus ATMs in 102 countries worldwide. 


You don't have to worry about carrying too much cash or buying traveller's 
cheques. You can simply withdraw cash in the currency of whatever country you're 
in. That's because the Express Teller International card can be used to withdraw 
in over 500,000 Cirrus ATMs. You're sure to find an ATM just about anywhere, 
anytime you need cash. 

If you want to change your regular Express Teller Card to the Express Teller International, 


do it now! We're waiving the card replacement fee only from July 23 to 
September 30, 2001. Just visit your branch of account. 


The BP! Express Teller International - fully loaded wherever you are! 


For more details, call 89-100 (press 'O' to speak to a phonebanker] 
ог log on to www.bpiexpressonlline.com 


TD 
Still haven't gotten an Express Teller International card? If you're touring Singapore ды P 


or Thailand, bring your regular Express Teller Card. You can still withdraw in the 
local currency at over S00 DBS ATMs in Singapore and Thailand. PrO AEA 
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World clinches climate agreement 


BONN, Germany—The agreement promoted by the European plex international negotiation. It's їп the implementation of the Kyoto greenhouse effect, in which pollut- һай settled their differences. 
world's environment min-  Unionthatshouldallow the 1997 Kyoto а huge relief.” protocol. We are calling on Japan to ing gases are believed to be trap- “So long as we get success in 
hh icd a hist Protocol to come into force. Belgian Energy Minister Olivier ratify it now." ig the sun's heat on Earth, melt- the plenary in the next hour we have 
isters clinched a historic Amid groggy smiles and genu- Deleuze, who led the European Un- Applause rang out in the room ing polar ice, raising sea levels and delivered probably the most com- 
last-minute deal in Ger- ine relief, there was annoyance, іоп'з negotiating effort, criticized the where ministershad bargainedthrough- creating more extremes of weather. prehensive and difficult agreement 
many yesterday that should however, that US President George United States for staying out of the он the night as the deal was struck. “We have finalized the rescue op- іп human history,” an elated New 
force industrial powers to W. Bush had already rejected any deal but said the final compromise, Ministers from 185 countries meet- eration. We have rescued the Kyoto Zealand delegation chief Peter 
cut emissions of the indus- del saying the world's biggest _ which included substantial European ing at the United Nations-sponsored protocol Иа major achievement be- Hodgson told reporters. 

ч h polluter could not afford emissions concessions to Japan in particular, talks had feared that a second failure, cause we live with this for many years А spokesperson for Deleuze said 
trial greenhouse gases cuts that would hurt its econom; was better than nothing. following the collapse of a summit at to come,” EU Environment Commis- Japan had secured a special exemp- 
blamed for global warming. “It's a brilliant day for the envi- “It shows that George Bush is Тһе Hague in November, could have _ sioner Margot Wallsrom said. tion to overcome its hesitations about 

‘Anall-nightmarathonsightondead- ronment,” British Environment totally isolated in the climate de- killed off the Kyoto accord. Some of the countries present mechanisms for legally enforcing the 
line secured agreement in Bonn cu- Minister Michael Meacher said. “bate,” said Greenpeace climate ac- That, environmental campaign- might yet reject the plan at a ple- protocol. Japan had demanded softer 
cially from Japan, as well as Canada, “It’s а huge leap to have  tivis Bill Hare. ers said, would have meant danger- пагу session. But what was vital approach on compliance mechanisms 
Russia and others, for a compromise achieved а result on this very com- “Itis the long-awaited secondstep ous delay in slowing down the was that the key industrial powers than the European Union. Reuters 


Israel G8 leaders say 


weighs CIA rioters eclipsed 
monitors 


for truce help for poor 


: GENOA, Italy—World leaders wrapped up a summit in the 
оа рт Italian port of Genoa complaining their achievements for ће 
toyed with a formula to let the poor were drowned out by riots in which a demonstrator was 
Central Intelligence Agency over- Shot dead. 
see a truce M ne eee CW, - ‘The Group of Eight powers say violence has overshad- 
Mer Geop duh louem vum n tse Р owed their launch of a $1.3-billion global fund to fight AIDS 
Israel to allow in monitors to pre- = S and a commitment to help lift Africa out of poverty. 
vent more bloodshed. 
oom / ` “For the first time we have actually got a positive, defini- 
edere tive process and plan for dealing with the problems of Africa 
suggested el might agree to 11 д N 2 | and yet you measure the &mouat of coverage for protests and 
monitors to overzee а tco drawa La - Africa, it would have been a ratio of 10 to one in favor of the. 
up by the intelligence agency's Di- { : а riots,” British Prime Minister Tony Blair said. 
rector George Tenet last month, 3 bed: d iš “The world has gone mad when that is the case." 
елле баори | Я r 4 Р 1 ‘The leaders conceded their summits were oversized. 
amewor for renewing peace alls à “lt has become a very, very big thing. It is getting out of 
е ceasefire has been deni / z $ aid Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien, who is 
by almost daily bloodshed between. : : to host next year's G8 summit from June 26-28 in the Rocky 
the sides since it was forged on | Р 1 Mountain resort of Kananaskis in the Canadian province of 
June 13 with the hope of ending 10 noe ў Alberta. 
pens of eine b ves i 2 : G8 delegations, now numbering up to 900 people, would 
an 600 people have been kille Lx > be slashed to a maximum 35 each, he said. “If you want to 
At least 490 Palestinians, 128 Is- ч соте, bring a sleeping bag." 
raclis and 13 Israeli Arabs have been 2 But the leaders refused to abandon future summit meet- 
killed since Palestinians erupted in ings in the face of violence. 
„o in September in the wake of - > “1 am sorry there were some people hurt but we have to 
= Israsti poli «дрэн said Is- ic. meet," said a determined Chretien. 
vindi kal eres te | APA EVERYWHERE REUTERS "We are discussing some very serious problems,” he said 


at the end of the three-day meeting here, where streets Ii 
of as many as 10 CIA officers to | Surrounded by past winners, Danny Woods (center) of Buckeye Lake, Ohio, сгайев а bustof Emest Hemingway July21 after | tered with smashed glass are dotted with looted stores. 
monitor the ceasefire, but still op- E 


eR re, but ЫШ op- | hebested117othercontestantsatihe annual "Papa" HerringwayLook-Alixe Contestat Sloppy Joe's Barin Key West, Florida. “If the anarchists want to destroy democracy, we will not 
Topline of клу cae - let them succeed,” Chretien added. AFP 
ers or peacekeepers. 

“We've never been against the CIA. 


ms Putin: No breakthrough on missile defense 


before we talked about an intema- ЕВ 
tional free or no,” Perestold Chan- ушн, Putin уер mid he 


nel One television on Sunday night. failed to reach a breakthrough dur- able to make steady progress to- curity council secretary Vladimir 


warhead reductions. to meet with Russian Defense Min- 
Vladimir Putin yesterday said he "Че are interested in, and are ister Sergei Ivanov and Russian se- 


‘The political sources said it Was ing his talks on missile defense with ward the elimination of offensive Rushailo. 
not clear if the United States would US counterpart George W. Bush, weapons,” RIA Novosti quoted Following the conclusion Sun- 
agree to allow the CIA to raise its but still noted some progress in the Putin as saying. day of a three-day GB summit, Putin 
already prominent role in the conflict. meeting He added that “we think that it апа Bush agreed to link Washing- 
Israeli security forces remained Of course there was no major із right” to link negotiations over ton’s plans to build a missile 
on high alert yesterday after a Pal- breakthrough,” Interfax quoted nuclear disarmament and the Anti- defense to a discussion of cutting 
estinian bomber was arrested Putin as saying. Ballistic Missile Treaty, which in both sides’ nuclear arsenals. 
shortly before he was due to strapa “We (Russia) reaffirmed our its current form bans Washington's “Тһе offensive arms and issue 
device made up of half a dozen support for the 1972 ABM (anti- mooted missile defense system. of defensive arms will be discussed 
pipe bombs to his body and deto- ballistic missile) agreement. At the Putin added that more negotia- as a set,” Putin told reporters Sun- 
nate it in the northern city of Haifa. same time, there is movement for- tions were possible over the issue day. 
Alerted to a possible bombing in ward,” he added in reference to his when he meets with Bush's national "The two go hand-in-hand,” said 
Haifa, police set up roadblocks Sunday meeting with Bush іп security advisor Condoleezza Rice Bush, who wants Moscow to agree 
around the city and found the man Genoa, Italy. on Thursday. to scrap the 1972 ABM treaty and 
before he could carry out the attack. Putin and Bush agreed to link Such talks will “play a positive thus free Washington's hands to 
During questioning he lead them to negotiations over controversial US role in solving all difficult ques- deploy a shield against attacks from US President George W. Bush (right) and Russian President Vladimir Putin 
the bomb which was hidden in an missile defense plans withan agree- tions,” said Putin. so-called "rogue states" such as stress a point before the start of a meeting between Russian and American. 
apartment building. Reuters ment over mutual bilateral nuclear Оп Wednesday, Rice is also due North Korea or Iran. ‘AFP delegations at the end of the GB summit in Genoa July 22. кааз 


Cosa Nostra boss slips easily past probers | Aussie wakes 


PALERMO, Sicily—Families іп оа тап they are asked to shelter asa Provenzano looks like these days. him,” Palermo's chief prosecutor, ment," Grasso says in his book. up in bed 
practically every comer of Sicily sign of their loyalty to Cosa Nostra. Plastic surgery, a pair of glasses or Piero Grasso, says іп а пем book, That's a bitter admission for anti- ith dil 
are willing to give Bernardo Оп the run since 1963, the re- maybe a beard could have drasti- “The Invisible Mafia." Mafia fighters who scored sever! | WILK crocodile 
Provenzano a clean bed, а һо meal puted head of Sicily's Mafia con- cally changed the police’s compu- While virtually all of his fellow stunning successes in the 1990s, for | BRISBANE, Australia—An 
and lots of respect. tinues to frustrate investigators, ter-generatedimage of him. Itshows mob chieftains have been captured example arresting mob kingpin | Ausinlian camping b 
г м нщ amping by a river. 

‘Then, long before the searing sun thanks largely, they say, tohis abil- а man with a broad nose, high fore- during Italy's stepped-up war against Salvatore "Toto" Riina after 23 | топ Queensland awoke 
rises high over the island, the іу to choose his contacts well and head and small, intense eyes. the Mafia over the last decade, years as a fugitive. dac he oor MALE hie 
honored guest slips away. The fu- his willingness to constantly change The only photo police havedates Provenzano is believed tobe quietly Riina, thenreputedtobethe “boss | ted vim a large crocodile of. 
gitive's hosts don’t exactly put a hiding places, even at the expense from when he was а young man in going about his business, which in- of bosses," was captured in Palermo | реу here said yesterday. 
sign out front saying, “The boss of оѓ not seeing his wife and two sons Corleone. cludes transforming Cosa Nostra to а few months after car bombs killed ты и Hens Ging 
bosses slept here.” for almost a decade now. “Theoretically, if Imet him and — make it much harder to fight. the state's two top Mafia investiga- | „сты croc, MING маз iN 

‘Sometimes, investigators ad, the Мо one on the side of the law һе asked me directions, I certainly “Г say thatthe Mafiahas never tors, prosecutors Giovanni Falcone | gru A 


families can only guess atthe identity even knows what the 68-year-old wouldn't know how to recognize before felt so strong as in this mo- and Paolo Borsellino. AP ah tache tend 


the help of a friend. 


Burundi foils ma vr zea | Asean told: Carry The man, win ма been 


camping by the North 


Kennedy River, was recover- 


ES 3 t f 1 ing in Cairns Base Hospital 
coup attempt, | pre! ji|outreforms or lose | waeine ome 
fn F К an bi 
minister says $ SINGAPORE—Members of the forms must be translated into ac- | 57 noting more than bites о 
‘Association of Southeast Asian Na- tion, no matter how painful that Ж, кы ватаг op 
BUJUMBURA—Bunundi authorities put down r бова tik lakes compatiens amy bar Med. n Saturday morning at Hanns 
an attempted coup eat overnight, the defense Popes ae ins, implement ms | Crossing in the Lakefield Ма. 
inn bce a oleae mae - tural reforms, Australian Foreign _ tiveness, but intemational confidence. 
Nus Killed dois би осор MERC andthe Minister Alexander Downer said in “In so doing, they boost the abil- 
capital's military commander, Lieut. Col. Fabien Singapore yesterday. ity of Asean as a whole to compete 
Ман wonded. These reforms have taken on a successfully for capital inflows.” | their campsite about 15 me- 
Loyalist forces were restoring order, Defense greater sense of urgency especially Asean’s image as an economi- | ters from the water's edge at 
Minister General Cyrille Ndayirukiye said. after the 1997-98 Asian crisis and cally vibrant group was thrown into | Hann Crossing on Saturday 
‘Gunshots and grenade explosions were beard in China's pending entry into the doubt in the aftermath of the 1997- 
several areas of the capital through the night. |j Жени Оюна. Downer 98 aisis ile that of China I awoken by something heavy 
‘The announcement came as African heads of e said while on а stopoveren route to risen substantially, Downer said. across his chest,” Environment 
state prepared to meet in Arusha, Tanzania, to set | GEORGE SAYS HE'S NEAR DEATH 'f/9 | Hanoi where he will be attending Already, China was drawing a | Minister Dean Wells said. 
the seal on an 18-month transitional presidency | FormerBeatleGeorgeHarrison,showninthisMay6,1998 `| the Asean Regional Forum. Jot of foreign investments that used “The man yelled to his 
or Pierre Buyoya under Burundi's peace pla {ile photo arriving at London's High Court, admitted July22 Otherwise, it would be difficult for to head Ascan's way, he said. friend and the crocodile seized. 
Buyoya, a Tutsi, is to hand over to a Hutu that he expected to die soon from cancer, the group's the 10-member regional grouping to “The trouble with Asean is that his wrist and tried to drag him 
president for the second 18 months of the transition former producer George Martin was quoted on Sunday as = ‘an effective bloc capable of it a have a сананган need toward the water, Fortunately, 
period, although several signatories to the peace | saying. The 58-year-old musician has been treated for a ing economic prosperity for the tion for being economically pro- | the crocodile let the тап go 
„plan now oppose Buyoya’s staying on in powerin | brain tumor at a clinic in Switzertand, having already | region's 500 million people inthe era gressive at the moment, yet it had | and they were able to get clear 
Burundi, where civil war has killed more than | undergone an operation for lung cancer eatlierthis year. | оѓ globalization, Downer said. the history of being ecoi y | ofthe animal.” AFP 
200,000 people, mostly civilians, since 1983, AFP “Commitment to structural re- progressive,” Downer said, 
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| WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Northern Luzon will have rains and gusty 
winds and the coastal waters of these areas will be 
moderate to rough. The Western section of Luzon wil 
have rains while the rest of the county will be cloudy 
with scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms. 

Metro Manlia Cloudy with Rains Мз? 
‘Cloudy wih Rains W20 co 1% 
Tuguegarao Ras LENE) 
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Clark Zane Cloudy with Fans M28 Lo 22" 
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Davao Cloudy ШЕ 


‘Compiled by: Ray Leyes, PO Research IBT/2ART 


2 killed in mishap 


ILAGAN, Isabela—Two persons were killed and 
two others were hurt Thursday when a trailer truck 
rammed a van along the national highway in Reina 
Mercedes town, police said. Killed were Cpl. 
Benedicto de la Cruz, a member of the Sth Infantry 
Division’s military police and Marcelina Fabro of 
Gamu town. The truck driver, Amador Racquel, 
surrendered to police in Cauayan City. Villamor 
Visaya Jr., PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


PMA gets fish breeders 


BAGUIO CITY—As par of the income and livelihood 
program of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources in Cordillera 
gave 15 aquarium sets and ornamental fish breeders to 
representatives of the Philippine Military Academy. 
"This came afier a three-day seminar on fish breeding at 
the National Integrated Fisheries Technology Develop- 
‘ment Center in Dagupan City. 

PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Farmer, soldier charged 


SAN AGUSTIN, Isabela—A farmer was charged 
with parricide for killing his brother after a quarrel 
Police said Ritchie Briones shot and killed his older 
brother Leonardo during a drinking spree in their 
house last week. In Roxas town, a soldier was also 
charged with homicide after shooting to death a 
fellow soldier over an argument. Sgt. Hector Bagunu 
оГ Gattaran town killed Cpl. Wilson Leal of Luna, 
Apayao, while they were riding in a bus on their 
way to their camp. Villamor Visaya Jr, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


Agui foundation launched 


TUGUEGARAO CITY—A foundation in honor of 
slain Cagayan Rep. Rodolfo Aguinaldo was launched 
at the St. Peter's Cathedral here Saturday. Gov. 
Edgar Lara and Doña Carmen Carag led about 1,000 
residents here in launching the Aguinaldo Foundation 
Inc, The foundation would finance scholarships for 
poor students, livelihood projects, cooperatives and. 
loans for tricycles for poor unemployed residents. 
New People's Army assassins killed Aguinaldo near. 
his house here on June 12. 

Estanislao Caldez, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Vizcaya in calamity state 


BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya—The provincial 
board of Nueva Vizcaya on July 16 declared the 
province under a state of calamity after losses due 
to Typhoon "Feria" reached P98.6 million. A 
report released by the provincial disaster manage- 
‘ment council said Feria's strong winds and rains 
destroyed P56-million worth of roads and bridges, 
P24.9-million worth of irrigation canals and P17.7- 
million worth of livestock and farm products. 
the province under a state of calamity, the release 
оГ funds for typhoon victims and rehabilitation of 
damaged infrastructures would be hastened. 
‘Melvin Gascon, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Ghost employees probed 


SANTIAGO CITY—The city government is looking 
into reports that ghost employees were hired during 
the one-and-a-half year term of former Mayor Amelita 
Navarro. Antonio Santos, city human resource 
management officer, said his office is retrieving papers 
that could show the alleged employment of ghost 
employees since Navarro assumed the mayoral postin 
1999. Navarro said there were no ghost employees 
during her administration. She described these reports. 
ав а ploy to discredit her administration 

Villamor Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Blasts hit 2 buses 


DAVAO CITY—Two simultaneous explosions. 
rocked two buses of the Yellow Bus Line Company 
in the firm's compound along Ма-а Road here. 
Friday at dawn. No one was reported hurt. Police 
said terrorists were not behind the attack. Police said. 
those who planted the bombs could be disgruntled 
workers ofthe bus firm. The bombs were made of 
dynamites. Two parked buses were damaged. 
Anthony S. Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Job plan proposed 


FORMER senator Ernesto Р. Herrera recently urged 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to call for an 
inventory of idle government lands and suggested that 
these be leased to qualified people's organizations and. 
‘cooperatives so the lands could become agriculturally 
productive. “The time calls for creative measures to 
boost economic activity in the country, and this 
‘means all available public assets must be used to keep 
the economy afloat,” said Herrera who used to chair 
ate committee on labor and employment. 

's suggestion is just one of a package of "fast- 
break” measures which he proposed їп а leter to the 
President. The other proposals include a joint effort 
by the Deparment of Labor and Employment and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs to look for expanding 
foreign labor markets for OFWs and a community 
‘employment program that would be tied up to the 
government's budget for infrastructure building. 
"These "fast-break measures are intended to create. 
emergency jobs, give people some hope during this 
investment drought, even as we try to institute those 
“deep! reforms that are really needed by the economy 
lo recover." Herre a statement 


Gunmen seize 11-year-old 
son of trader in Cebu City 


By JHUNNEX NAPALLACAN 
AND KATHY I. NAVARRO 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—Two motorcycle-ridi 
abducted an 11-year-old son of a Filipino- 
Chinese businessman here while the child was 
оп his way to school yesterday morning. 

Ryan James Yu, a Grade 5 pupil of St. 
Francis de Assisi, was walking with the fam- 
ily helper along Friendship Street in Peace. 
Valley when he was snatched by two armed 
suspects about 7 a.m, 

Based on police investigation, the abduc- 
tion happened 100 meters from Ryan James” 
house in Green Valley Subdivision at the 
Capitol Site and about 50 meters from his 
school in Peace Valley, Barangay Lahug. 

Reports said the suspects pistol- 
whipped the boy and then brought him to 
Barangay Sudlon where a white Kia Pride car 
was waiting. 

"The suspects, with the boy, boarded the 
car and sped off toward the north 

‘This was the first major kidnapping inci- 
dent in Cebu City in three years. The last 
маз in October 1998 when a kidnapping 
syndicate abducted Reagan King, whose fam- 
ily owns a heavy equipment company. He 
was rescued by the now defunct Presidential 
Anti-Organized Crime Task Force but after 
the family had paid ransom. 


Senior Supt. Hiram Binatiro, Cebu City 
police chief, said police have yet to establish 
if yesterday's abduction was а kidnap-for- 

He said police were looking into other 

i h as vendetta by the en- 
ily and a reported con- 
flict between the Yu couple. 

“The mother is cooperating (with the 
police) but (she) is withholding some impor- 
{ant information,” Binatiro told a press con- 
ference yesterday. 

Ryan James is the only son of the Fili- 
pino-Chinese businessman Ronnie and his 
wife, Zenia. The couple has a lending busi- 
ness and is into real estate. 

John Vero, the Yu family lawyer, said the. 
suspects had called the victim's parents їп 

тееп Valley, just a few hours 
ping. 

But he said the suspects did not demand 
any ransom but merely asked why there 
жеге many people in the family residence. 

Vero denied reports that the kidnapping 
was linked to Ronnie's alleged demand Гог 
custody of Ryan James after the couple had 
reportedly separated. 

He said the Yu couple had not broken up. 
IL appeared that the couple separated be- 
‘cause they own several houses and pieces of 
property because of the family's real estate 
business, he added. 


Binatiro said that on June 24, two men on 
board a white carbeat up Ronnie just outside 
his house in Horseshoe Drive in Barangay 
Banawa. 

Nothing was taken from Ronnie who did 
not report the attack to the police, he added. 

Binatiro said they were looking into a 
possible link between the June 24 attack on 
Ronnie and the kidnapping of Ronnie's son 
yesterday. 

Vero, however, sid about P120,000 was 
taken from Ronnie during the June 24 attack. 
His client chose not to report the robbery to 
the police out of fear that the suspects might 
get back at him. 

Police reports said the boy and the 
helper, Joel Concepcion, were walking to- 
ward the school when they were waylaid Бу 
the suspects 

"The motorcycle driver, who was wearing 
a helmet, pointed a гий at Concepcion while 
his companion, with dark sunglasses, was 
forcing the boy to board the motorcycle 

When the boy resisted, the suspect pis- 
tokwhipped Ryan James in the head, 

‘The motorcycle then fled to Barangay 
Sudlon where a white Kia Pride was waiting. 

‘A witness said the boy was unconscious. 
when he was loaded into the car. At first he 
thought that Ryan James was a victim of a 
vehicular accident because the boy's head 
was soaked in blood, the witness said. 


19 jailed for protesting poll results 


By CYNTHIA А. BORGUETA 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CATBALOGAN, Samar—A mayoral 
candidate and 18 members of the 
partylist group Bayan Muna are lan- 
guishing in the provincial jail aftera town 
mayor charged them with sedition for 
putting up a barricade in front of the. 
municipal hall on May 16. 

The 19 gave themselves up to police on 
July 11 after receiving a copy of warrants for 
their arrest issued by Judge Ofelia Llosa of the 


Hinabangan-Calbiga Municipal Circuit Court 

Police first detained them at the 
Hinabangan police station but moved them 
to the Catbalogan provincial jail on July 20. 

Police expressed fears that the compan- 
ions of the 19 detainees might rescue them 
from the police station, 

The 19 were among the 47 persons 
charged with sedition by Hinabangan Mayor 
Victor Tinay for putting up a barricade on 
May 16, preventing municipal officials from 
entering the town hall 

"They are Jaime Lobres, Tinay's rival in the. 
mayoral race; and Bayan Muna members 


Shirley Bohol, Sixto Elizan, 
Domingo Abayare, Felix Quimenales, Rodrigo 
Nablo, Antonio Bacayeay, Guillermo Padernal, 
Quirina Obor, Gregorio Navidad, Prudencio 
Adobo, Jesus Abaigar, Juan Abarracoso, 
Edgardo Moral, Alfredo Cumpio, Juan 
Abadiano, Rolando Gadin Jr. and Domingo 
Bacayeay. 

"They barricaded the municipal hall to pro- 
test Tinay's victory in the May 14 elections, 
claiming that Tinay cheated. 

Bohol told the INQUIRER that they de- 
cided to surrender "because we just want to 
air our sentiments.” 


Victor Mabonga, 


ARMM expansion ' 
faces tough test — ' 


COTABATO CJTY—The Aug. 14 plebiscite оп 
the proposed expansion of the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao is barely a month away 
but residents in the areas that were recommended 
to become part of the region appear to be not 
enthusiastic about it 

"What is it to us? Will joining the ARMM make 
us more developed and progressive?" asked Koronadal 
City Mayor Fernando Miguel. 

Reelected Gov. Pax Mangudadatu of Sultan 
Kudarat has a similar concern, "I want the develop- 
ment of my province to continue under the present 
state of governance." 

Mangudadatu said the current four-province 
ARMM has been slow in its development despite 
having an annual budget bigger than that of the other. 
regions in the country. 

He said he would campaign for the exclusion of 
Sultan Kudarat from the ARMM. 

Cotabato City Mayor Muslimin Sema said he 
would allow his constituents to decide according to 
their conscience. 

‘Sema, a member ofthe 15-member executive coun- 
cil of the Moro National Liberation Front, said he 
supports the plebiscite for the expansion of the 
ARMM because it is provided for in the government 
MNLF peace agreement signed in 1996. 

He said the national government should already 
start a massive information campaign on the region's 
‘expansion, The plebiscite will be held in 15 provinces 
and 14 cities in Mindanao, 

The provinces are Palawan, Basilan, Tawi-tawi, 
Zamboanga del Norte, Zamboanga Sibugay, 
Zamboanga del Sur, Sulu, Davao del Sur, South 
Cotabato, Sarangani, North Cotabato, Lanao del 
Norte, Lanao del Sur, Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao 
while among the cities are Puerto Princesa, Isabela, 
Dapitan, Dipolog, Zamboanga, Pagadian, Digos, 
General’ Santos, Koronadal, Kidapawan, Шап, 
Tacurong and Cotabato. 

Charlie C. Seftase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Be transparent 
in aid, gov’t told 


COTABATO CITY—Non:government orgahiza- 
tions that were involved in helping families dis- 
placed by last year's war in Mindanao back on 
their feet have urged the government and the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front to be transparent in their 
relief operations. 

Tn а three-page letter addressed to Jesus Dureza, 
the government's chief peace negotiator and presi- 
dential assistant for regional concerns-Southem 
Mindanao, and his counterpart in the MILF, Murad 
Ebrahim, the Peace Consortium of Central Mindanao 
(PCCM) said it found questions and irregularities in 
the distribution of relief items in the past. 

‘The PCCM said there was no accountability on 
the part of the government agencies or the MILF in 
the distribution of the goods, 

But the PCCM did not say which agency or 
organization was involved in the alleged irregularities. 

‘According to PCCM chair Fr. Ben Toreto, the 
letter was sent for the government and the MILF to 
discuss its contents when the panels resume peace 
negotiations in Kuala Lumpur. 

The PCCM suggested that cash donations and 
relief goods be made public by the agencies in charge 
of the distribution and would-be beneficiaries to be 
informed about it. 

Charlie C. Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


3 dead as dengue 
sweeps Laguna 


SAN PABLO CITY—The number of dengue victims 
in Laguna province since January has reached 139, 
including three persons who have died of the disease, 
the Department of Health Provincial Dengue Coordi- 
mator's Office here disclosed. 

Evelyn Ramos of the DoH also cited San Pablo 
City as having the highest number of victims in the 
province. 

Dr. Dina Mendoza, San Pablo City dengue con- 
trol coordinator, has listed a total of 103 dengue 
victims in the area during the six-month period. 

‘Nimrod Villanueva, a rural health physician in 
Region IV, advised households to take precautionary 
measures by taking a round-the-clock habit of clean- 
ing their surroundings and destroying breeding areas 
to avoid the dreaded disease. 

Nationwide, the DOH reported 4,189 victims of den- 
gue, with 38 persons dead from January to June this year. 

DOH Secretary Manuel Dayrit said these figures. 
are higher compared to that of last year. 

"The present figures are expected to rise since the 
disease usually thrives during rainy days," Dayri said. 

Romulo O. Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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bringing out] 


the best with 
BASE 


With continuous training, 


BASF is commited to brighter prospects for employees. 


BASF is a transnational cherhicel 
company that is dedicated to de- 
veloping innovative chemical prod- 
ucts, We are also committed to de- 
veloping human potential 


BASF recognizes that the key to 
successful product and service de- 
velopment is the people behind 
them. We have created a condu- 
cive environment that facilitates 
personal growth and development, 
allowing employees to rise aboye 
themselves to identify and apply 
their strengths and realize their full 
potential 


BASF strives to provide opportuni- 
ties for staf to upgrade themselves, 
То be the best they can be. This 
continued dedication to their train- 
ing and development fosters 


offa йт ‹ 


аан etna aat 


Achieving lul potential through training and development. 


loyalty. Learning from the various. 
training programs gives them а 
sense of achievement and keeps 
them motivated. 


BASF provides training programs 
‘as well as production-related tech- 
nical symposiums to benefit our 
‘employees, These programs are 
conducted locally and regionally in 
the form of seminars for staff at 
various levels. Examples include 
basic, advanced or specialized 
courses in Management, Financial 
‘Accounting, Marketing, Sales, Lo- 
gistics and Work Safety Proce- 
dures, 


BASF is quick to recognize talent 
апа billy and strives to keep them 
for the long haul. Our corporate 
policy is to fil management posi- 


Training staff to prepare hem for bigger responsibties. 


tions with employees from our own 
ranks and from the countries we 
operate in. То fciitate this, we en- 
‘courage participation in job enrich- 
ment programs, allowing employ- 
ees to develop skils as responsi- 
Без are steadily increased. 


In the Philippines, BASF strongly 
believes in its people and has in- 
vested heavily in the training of the 
local manpower. We encourage 
teamwork and cooperation, as well 
ав partnership and collaboration. 
This commitment is further re- 
flected in our efforts in localizing 
management and transferring more 
than a century of knowledge and 
expertise to local hands. In BASF 
Philippines alone, more than 75% 
of the executive positions are al- 
ready being held by Flipinos. 


"Training and development remains 
an integral part of BASF's corpo- 
rate policy. This spells a brighter 
future for BASF employees in the 
Philippines, as they gain exposure 
to world-class quality working 
standards, 


For mora ation, kindy contact 
Ms. оли Chico o Corporate Conmunicatons 
Department at 040) 549-0001. 
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Megawati new Indon president; Wahid sacked 


(From page A1) 591-0. Mor than 100 pro Wai depu- 
tes boycotted the proceedings. = : . . * 

 Wahid's stated position that he would icd on le ЖЫ RP h 1. [| 1 4 h k 

зо сере рну ‘ofthe мое thal. оре ae wes соет ais peacejut Leadersnip succession in Ja. arta 

swept him from office. Megawati's husband, Taufik Kier an 

“The new president is adored by mil- assembly member, broke into tears. ‘THE Philippines yesterday hailed President Abdurrahman Wahid and wise,” he added. cal settlement with Moro separat- 

lions of poor and middle-class Indon “The vote was taken after army gen- the apparently peaceful transition his replacement by Megawati would ВЫ Lecaros stressed that prob- ist rebels in the country's Mus- 

sians. Although she had served аз erals and senior police officers ejected of power in neighboring giant In- lead tostability inthe world’s fourth lems in Jakarta were “for the In- lim south. 

Wahid’ deputy since 1999, she remains an emergency decree issued hours be- donesia and wished new Presi- most populous nation, Lecaros said: donesians to sort out for them- Wahid had offered to host the 

Һыу untestedasa leader, fore by Wahid. He bad oreredthe in- dont Megawati Sukarnoputri tho “We cerainly hope so" selves,” Lecaros said, repeating a talks, which resume in Malaysia 

н eme never mage suspension ofthe assembly, Без of fuck in restoring по Тһе Philippine consul in Jakata mantra of the 10-member Asso- on Tuesday. 

outlined astrategy to pull Indonesia out Untike Wahid, Megawati enjoys ™aley- reported to Manila that there was ciation of Southeast Asian Na- “We hope that that would still 

ofits deep economic crisis. Norhas she close links with the military, which sup- “The good newsis, it's taking “no disorder in the streets” and the tions. be on the table. But 1 guess they 
, said how she would resolve the many ронед her rise to power. place peacefully," foreign affairs country was calm, Lecaros told re- Lecaros said Manila hoped the have bigger problems to attend to 

ethnic, religious and separatist conflicts. The same assembly elected Wahid, ‘spokesperson Victoriano Lecaros ters. new government would continueto right now,” Lecaros said. “The 

that threaten the unity of the word's a neariy blind Muslim cleric. in Oct Said of the transition. “That's a country we have close support the Philippine govern- new President has to organize a 


fourth-most populous country. ber 1999 as the first democratically cho- Asked if the dismissal of relations with, officially or other- ment’s efforts to negotiate a politi- new cabinet.” AFP 
Megawati later read a prepared зер leader of Indonesia after the 32-year 


speschioreporersorderngthecurent dictatorship of former President 
Sew goverment 8 тле] rw C He vas impeached formisndescon et ating and finni to defend his His pant wouldnt uae, Зоде араны а обата eon ped hc A 
" fe was impeached for misrule,con- Ten hearing and з "here were no immediate reports of security forces o stop the impeachment mesian armed forces chief, Adm. 
days." As usual, she refused to answer- stinutional and alleged involvement in iem made no iolence, although Wahid supporters hearing from taking place. Widodo Adisutjipto, deployed troops 
questions. twocomuption scandals, although pros comment after Megawati s auguma оаа аера supp However, with virtually no peliücal and tanks о protect legislators and key 
ЖЫ Ыш иштеер кеды -ma ыт. iloa С tunkered down in Ris Р p Slice stopped a convoy of 15 buses support, Wahid’s instructions were ignored Cabinet ministers who submitted their 
кусы е а лына 7 Перата йени RE aa ap А amea ein 3; 
of two individuals claiming to Бе the as President before his term ends as he decision,” said Foreign Minister Alwi 09 gathered outside the palace and eps fal eye 
Hee Ap aeiae pi M MEL ET T MR larit 
Megawati, SA. will govem until par- Ral, the assembly’ chair said. "The Asked whether Wahid would have 1098 riking Similarities... 
lamentary elections are heldin 2004. Vice President. McgawallSukamopuct, Юе forcibly removed, Shihab said: "I °" re assembly met amid tight secu- 
591-0 is appointed President of the Republic don't know. I don't know. rity on Monday in defiance of theemer- (From page Al) ciaed for her “no comment" stance and 
he motion to dismiss Wahid and of Indonesia. Civil unrest gency decree promulgated by Wahid But the jist of similarities is quite lng reluctance to speak out against the dis- 
replace him with Megawati was passed Wahid, who boycotedtheimpeach- For weeks, Wahid has warmed that before dawn. I called for the suspen- Ма Macapagal and Megawati as- graced Estrada's increasing conupion 
sumed office under similar circum- and mismanagement. 


Step aside Mang Pandoy, enter Jason, Jonas, Erwin — ESBE esen stum 


resignation of several Cabinet mem- — international investors and enhance fi- 
(From page A1) cream-colored pants and a striped shirt, Opposition Sen. Luisa “Loi” Estrada sions we make, we will make with the bers, and the withdrawal of support nancial credibility. 


amd Jomar. in combat fatigues and à quipped that it was “lke a fairy tale— fate of Jason, Erwin and Jomar in our from the Armed Forces, Ms Macapagal has also been per- 
Afterward, the reedy voices of the white T-shirt, gingerly emerged fom the with all those paper boats.” minds,” Andaya said. Ms Macapagal became president ceived as capable of inspiring confi- 
three children were hardly audible asa left wing of the stage. ‘She said the whole idea was no dif- Ва opposition Sen. Rodolfo Biazon after hundreds of thousands of dem- dence among prospective investors. 
horde of joumalists overwhelmed them Ms Macapagal thanked them fortheir ferent from that employed by the Ramos was more skeptical. onsrating Filipinos demanded the Both have promised 1 end corup- 
with questions outside the Batasang letters and for “reminding all of us why administration when it “adopted” Mang “T hope the kids do not end up like ouster of Joseph Estrada after just 31 tion and make their governments more 
Pambansa session hall. we are here in this session hall right Pandoy, a timid slum dweller symboliz- Mang Pandoy,” said Biazon as he noted months in office. ..— accountable. E 
"I want to bean accountant." declared now" ing the Filipino Everyman. that the public relations ploy could blow Megawati took the Indonesian ^ Megawati's close links to the mili- 
the smallest of the three, Erwin Dulera, She exhorted the senators and con- "Nothing cameoutof ihat, but hope чр in Ms Mocapagal's face- presidency from Abdurrahman Wahid tary worry many because of the Indo- 
‘who atnine years of age looked more like gressmen to promise the boys ^to be this time there will be real results" ihe — ^ He did, however, say that the fterallfections panicipatinginanim-  nesian Armed Forces’ history of hu- 
a S-year-old. Feady to make sacrifices and unite forthe former first lady said. President's Sona э ihe county "nie eachment hearing in the national as-  man-righis abuses and support for the 
15V Besos. I.e second. sod reto d aly On oe: Sca. Маний Villar odiad. Ме ны” Sembly demanded Wahid'simmediate Suhano dictatorship. 
best student in his Grade 4 class, saidhe ту and the future of the children." ‘Macapagal’s choice to call the children “The objectives and targets are no Meu ыы м PE EE E MR 
wanted to be an architect “and build Тһе three were among more than 30 onstage “a refreshing approach in deliv- achievable,” he said. ИЙ элу.» E Lapa ГЕ 
houses for the poor children from Payatas who had sent let- ering (her) message to the masses.” People Power Coalition Sen. Francis Cendedl to president as constitutional Macapagal was bora on Apri 5, 1947: 
Jomar Pabalan, the shiest among the (ет asking for the President's help. “It's sort of a show biz (tactic), but} Pangilinan took exception tocomparisons © экен S Megawali was bom on Jan. 23, 1947. 
three, could only mutter: “I just want to “They're just regular kids. After this think this is what we really need these made between the three kids and Mang Both followed in the footsteps of Both have two sons, one daughter 
finish school.” affair, we will bring them back to their — days, fresh approaches,” he added. Pandoy, who still lives in а Marikina their politician fathers. Megawati isthe each, А 
Tt was to these children that Ms families.” said Julia Abad, executive as- Another opposition lawmaker, San shanty in grueling poverty despite the — daughter of Indonesia's founding Both have prominent moles on 
Macapagal addressed her promises of sistant 1o Social and Welfare Develop- Juan Rep. Ronaklo Zamora. smiled when promises made and opportunities offered president Sukarno, their faces Megavati sis on herching 
more jobs, beter educational opportuni- тел Secretary Dinky Soliman. asked io comment saying “зш йе. Бу former President Pde! V. Ramos. Ms Macapagal's father, Diosdado Ма Macapagal s is on her left cheek. 
ties, more houses and more food. А Cabinet source said Ms Macapagal { don't comment on syle” "These three kids are differen Be. Macapagal, was the fifth president оГ  Mosttelingly analysts have pointed 
‘Your dreams are also our dreams. {had tasked Housing Secretary Michael Administration Sen. Joker Arroyo cause like Mang Pandoy. they are sll the Philippine Republic. with growing concern to what many see 
will do everything just to make those Defensor with looking after the welfare described the President's performance as young and they have a long ше be- Megawati will move back to the з Megawali's Achilles heel her hus- 
dreams come tue, Ms Macapagal as- of Jason, Erwin and Jomar. “Climtonian." without elaborating Tore them,” said Pangilinan. palace she grew up im, like Ms band; businessman and former MP 
sured the three boys, а pledge that was Cynical, impressed Moved to tears We can imet la thei fue Macapagal did six months ago. Tuff Keimas, who is accused of shady 
met with thunderous applause in the Lawmakers were either genuinely House commitee on appropriations There is more hope because they belong eo spor иби ip enean нйн. 
jampacked sesion hall. impressed or cynical about what some char Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr saidhe io ihe new generation to which all our ЮМ. the frst and perhaps mosi dif- | Last wee. a close fiend and former 
"Re Presiden, began ber Sona wih Чатри реалан баа иш seii moved to сыз by the chen eing. ше сюре aul Of which involves what to doses of Ma Macapagal, Virginin 
the story of how the children had sen suwasa mere publicity stunt with people Presidents challenge to lawmakers to Neophyte Rep. Ted Failon (Leyte), © мрн E of acteplin bribe money to bobby for 
letters, folded into boats, down the Pasig forprops. One way or the other, the move help Jason, Erwin and Jomar and all Fili- who used to anchor a public service pro- Ка = rensiscd choc. ос cuna c Бый 
Riverio Malacalang. . ; еште her a standing ovation and ће pino children like them. grum featuring many tales of poverty. lipped throughout the long process of chise bill which the President had ve- 
Later, when she asked them fo join Jongest applause fromboth the floor and" When “we lawmakers get back to {Old reporters: "Let's give the President ending Wahid’ tenure. toed. Compiled by Inquirer Research 
her onstage, Erwin, in jumpers, Jason,in -the galleries. work stating tomorrow, whatever deci- з chance. then judge her come 2004." Ms Macapagal was strongly спб. with report from AFP. 


She’s popular, but can she rule Indonesia? 


(From page A1) cumstances similar to both thosethatled = to the presidency—Megawati wasmeet- Although Megawati herself was never intellectual heft required to steer Indone- — and mentioned none during her inaugu- 

Although she is adored by millions 10 her father’s political demise and that ing with the country's other political апу danger, she became a symbol ofre- sia out ofits political and economic mal- та) speech Monday 
of loyal followers, many doubt whether resulted in the downfall of Joseph ралу leaders, friend and foe alike. sistance. aise. Links to military 
Mega," as she is affectionately known, Estrada. Rumors dat Megawati hasnevercon- — Megawatis Indonesian Democratic “Megawati has no strategy of how Her close links to the miliary worry 
willbe able to match Sukarno's fighting Like Wahid, Sukamo wasimpeached firmed say she wanted the partiestoagree Party of Struggle won the most votesin she wants to run the country." said lead- many because of the armed forces” his- 

and charisma. and sacked amid allegations of misrule, not to challenge her presidency until ine the country’s first-ever free elections ining political analyst Salim Sai tory of human-rights abuses and th 

Her greatest challenge willbe hold- and died in disgrace under house апей end of her term before accepting the 1999. But she was outmaneuvered by People who work with her privately support for Subarto's dictatorship. 
ing together the vast nation-archipelago, im 1970. post—fearful of going out of the same Wahid, a politically astute Muslim cleric complain she has little patience for de- ^ She meets regularly with military 
‘which berexpansionistfatherbelped cre. Sukarno was driven from office іп door as Wahid. who landed the top job when Congress tails and that her ability to understand commanders, and several retired gener- 
ate. 1966 by Suharto, an army general who Analysts have warned that while elected him president in October of that political, economic, and security issues als are high-ranking members of her 

‘Still, it is sweet revenge for ruled with an iron fist for 32 years. Megawati has the people behind her,she year. is limited, pany. 
Megawati, who in 1999 saw the presi- Much of Megawati's popularity is still has a hard time with Jakarta's pow- Megawati has been married three. "Mega has no position on anything ‘Salim said if Megawati becomes head. 
deney of the world’s largest Muslim- rooted in hor pedigree. She is the eldest erful elite шз times and has three children. Sheanended said John Roosa, а historian of South- of state, reforms within the military and 
populated nation snatched from her be- daughter of Sukamo, who declared in- They alsopoint with growing concern two universities but did not graduate,and east Asia at the University of California push to end its long-running role in 
cause she was a woman. dependence from Dutch colonial rule af- to what most see аз her Achillesheel,her she entered politics relatively ше. at Berkley. “It’s quite clear that she's just — politics would stop. 

At the time, she burst into tears, ter World War Il. husband, businessman and former MP Like her father, Megawati's strongest а mannequin." He said Megawati was likely to or- 
robbed of the eounuysiopjoódespüG — Often likened to President Tauffk Keimas, whois accused ofshady support isamong the uneducatedandpoor. ^ Unlibe her father, Megawati shuns ег the military 10 crush armed separat- 
herpaty'selectionviory because ofthe Macapagal-Arroyo, the new Indonesian deals and influence peddling. who have been Бойу hit by Indonesia's the limelight. She rarely gives interviews ist rebellions in the restive provinces of 
objections of a coalition of Muslim раг. president has dismissed the comparisons ‘Symbol of resistance Worst economic crisis in a generation. ог makes public speeches and relies Aceh and Irian Jaya. Wahid has favored 
ties, which on Monday did a U-turn toby saying that Ms Macapagal is Ms The Indonesian leader rose to national ‘Mannequin’ heavily on a smali circle of adviser. She negotiations to end those rebellions. 
back her unanimously. Macapagal and Megawati is Megawati. prominence in 1996, when the Suharto's Ви despite her vast following, many has never spoken publicly about what “This is just the kind of figurehead 

Megawati assumed power under cir- Оп Sunday—a day ahead of her rise troops atacked her ралу headquarters. doubt she has the political savvy andin policies she would pursue as president the generals need,” Roosa sid. AP, AFP 


Drilon by 1 vote, JDV by landslide 


(From page A1) Edgardo Angara, Teresa Aquino- Oreta, Independence pails эла Makati Rep.Agapito It order to come up with the coun- ‘Runaway horse’ 
шина bo vent" icente Soto, Blas F. Opie, Rodolfo Almost all of the opposition sena- “Butz” Aquino will share the tenure оГ terpart fund, the government shouldim- Describing the budget deli 
id nie specs Sonen" Ople Biazon, Loi Ejereito-Esirada, Panfilo tor justified their vote for Pimentel by he minority flor leader for the next rove tax collection without imposing удату horse,” De Venecin 
“The opposition were particularlyin- Lacson and Gregorio Honasan, saying thal they wanted to keep the three years. Padilla will be minority лем taxes." For potential government shonfal] is expected to shrink progres- 
dignam over the President's alleged. Also for Pimentel were PPC Sen. Upper Chamber's independence. floor leader for the first year and will funds, the coconut levy and Marcos ively until the Macapagal administra- 
meddling in the Senate presidency race Sergio Озтейа and independent Rob- "This argumentamed asharp rebuke Yield to Aquino in the last two years. wealth cases must be resolved as they цор ends in 2004. 
ten tie mad Lam he price "A ж-н from Кес who. in explaining his vote Ге Venecia devoted muchofhisin- involve P70 billion and $650 million, "Government projects a deficit of 
Villar was voted Senate president for augural speech detailing his “747 Eco. respectively. P145 billion this year, about P130 bil- 
for Drilon. for Drilon, said the opposition senators year, 
E - с pro-empore; Legarda, majority floor cannot speak of independence аз they Пот Action Plan,” a legislative зга. Тһе Speaker also proposed the eq- tion next year, an estimated P80 billion 
"This leaves us no choice but to єх peak of indepes y year, 
ercise an aggressive ficalizing role, leader (the first woman senator to as- were biased when they voted to leave СБУ aspiring to lead the country back to ity securitization of up to $1 billion Of {0500$ ang PSObillion in 2004, he said. 
Ople added. “` sume such post); and Pimentel minor- unopened an envelope containing dam- е growth curve posted during his first а portion of the national government Tye Venecia recalled his past Iri- 
Pimentel also said thesituation inthe КУ floor leader. aging evidence during the impeachment ‘Wo terms as Speaker during the Ramos share of the Malampaya offshore na- — umphs: 
Senate would now be uch that they will The three-hour ceremony marking rial against former President Estrada. administration. embed ie н Миен “When he had the privilege to be 
шлш everything miina fime souh the opening of the 12th Senate was Deodorant He promised to transform the House | The ODA fund, he explained, would Speaker twice from 1992 to 1998, mo- 
" marked by civil, but heated debates be- into an “activist, reformist, achieve- Бе enough to build 250,000 houses а bilizing the (House) Committees of Ap- 
lu^ {heen the opposing camps He also noted how the opposition rene and performance-orenied" body, Year or lant | billion es, among olt- proprios and Ways and Means and 
dais атыу B taki might have used Pimentel аза tool'0 Saying й should work to “lift the pall of €78, in the process creating jobs anden- [pe Departments of Budget and Man- 
cannot expect any quarters from us," he чу one, take one deodorize their tarnished credibility. а 
Em] In кэрек, Pimentel described he “But ine remark quickly clicied are- 200 and doom, of fear and loathing couraging new eatepreneursespecilly agement and Finance under President 
Healthy teomshangageementbcwwesn Dron piy Bum Sano АУ Колый Ù has oppressed the national Ше” intherualareas. Ramon, we managed to balance the bud- 
But the administration senators is 210 Cayetano as а "take off from the “we think before we speak in this Au- pied A mend MR. fn IN eps ч CR eve пасс иен 
undaunted by the opposition s declara. uy-one-ake-two schemes that depart- gust body.” to adres “Ше single biggest tsk” of able us 10 use our own intemaly-gen- 1994, 1995, 1996 and 1997 unti he 
a Бу һе Wu. ment stores often resort 10 dispose of “lnrcetion,Rectolaerremarked:“Ia tt Howse, which is to ein in the na- erated funds to augment the limited Asian financial crisis struck in July 
ibus i alealiyiwepatyzmemis Weir wares that are not moving fast” the House, we hiak before туште ш budget deficit withan ambidous Su x DE ше (1997) and, complicated by coripion 
Sey cat drt Seman Тш aeo oe rem. cay мела нот. Pias by латат ста RACE BSc OS on a 
thinkevenovewilanbchaving"sid Proposed ermsharingarangementbe- Drion wili sedali Ча pope skills ү Aries mertogetemonysiame tional Police since ОРА cannot be шї. 1998, FIL} billion in 1999, and P120- 
Sen, Joker Arroyo, who will get te post tween Drilon and Cayetano. to pull the Senate together He did say 2e defit De Venecia poimed to the lized for purposes of exter ilion in 2 
of blue ribbon committee. “The senators will determine if there something to that effect. That he will gnus татын Development Ах ntl defense” C BOT Тар internal assets 
pn UICE т amet ena as CL E CE wom De 
Tn yesterday's vote, all the 12 sena- that is not appropriate. esena ale to ensure the passage ol ped for Te Congress” to provide capital funds for temal assets" while it awaits “Forw 
tom who had signeda manifenio to yote 1015 elect their president, power is Malacatang’s pet bilis, о о denim enaA Иш anea ic conser of US 
е SEU с=с шше Sota erie а ere 
Robert Barbers, Juan Flavier, Loren Arroyo wied to justify the disunion De Veneciasinxallation wasshowered Congress have filed all these year to = Transfer Law in realizing infastcure ther (economie) problema.” — 
Legarda, Joker Arroyo, Ralph Recto, in the Senate. It was right for the ad- with praises (Story оп Page 1A). provide the 25 percent counterpart funds — projects in their communities “at no ‘Before, (Philippine) growth was led 
Francis Pangilinan, Manuel Villar, ministration and opposition senators to He was nominated by Camarines Sur 01525 billion or P125 billion," he stid cost" to the host local government unit. by the outward strtegy—exports- and 
Ramon Magsaysay Jr., Ramon Revilla; draw the battle lines, һе said as the di- Rep. Rolando Andaya jr. with five oth- іа his 15-minute speech. ‘The Speaker also asked LGUs to investments-led—that was strongly de- 
and independents John Osmeña and ‘would enrich the "two-party sys- ers seconding the nomination, which Within two to three years under the “campaign for investments” in theirre- pendent on foreign investments. Today. 
Noli de Castro crushed De Venecia's rival, Nueva plan, he said, Congress shouid provide spective areas by attracting affluent Fili- however, our main markets and sources 
But as Senate tradition dictates, Noting how “bitter” was the fight Viscaya Rep. Carlos Padilla. {his counterpart fund to capture the 510 pinos abroad into entering into BOT аг. of investments and capital, the US and 
Drilon voted for Pimentel and Pimentel between the two blocs in the last elec- De Venecia won with 184 votes to — billion and thus provide the government rangements with the provincial govern- Japan, and also Europe, are in various 


voted for Drilon. «tions, Arroyo suid they could not beex- Padilla's 17. Only San Juan Rep. withatotal fund of $125 billion or P625ment at $500,000 to $! million per stages of decline," he said. With a re- 
‘Those for Pimentel were Senators pected to "side with the enemy." Ronaldo Zamora abstained from voting. billion. project. Per рот from Rocky Nazareno. 
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PIATCO-Terminal 3 


A betrayal 
of the Filipino people 


Speculations are rife that the NAIA Terminal 3 project is a convenient milking cow 
of the family owners of PIATCO, with the tacit consent of the highest ranking official 
of the DOTC. To cover up these speculations, PIATCO has made the following claims: 


PIATCO claims that they won the contract fair and square, but they have concealed the fact that the contract 
was changed three times under the Erap administration by adding amendments and supplements that radically 
altered the essence of the bid in favor of PIATCO. 


PIATCO claims the Agreement is favorable to the Government of the Philippines (GRP) because they 
have guaranteed payments totalling P17.75 billion in 25 years. But PIATCO does not mention that NAIA 
already earned P1.25 billion in 1999 alone and will earn at least P31.25 billion in 25 years. Therefore, the 
PIATCO contract would result in GRP losses of more than P13.5 billion in 25 years. 


PIATCO claims not a single centavo will be taken from the Treasury of the Philippines to finance the 
construction of NAIA 3 and there is no direct government guarantee, subsidy or equity involved. But 
Section 8.03 of the Agreement requires the GRP to assume PIATCO's financial obligations to its foreign lenders 
if PIATCO defaults in its payment, in clear violation of Section 4-A of the BOT law. Furthermore, the contract also 
requires that the GRP will spend for the purchase of lands and the construction of access roads and other 
related infrastructures to facilitate the construction of NAIA 3. 


PIATCO claims that NAIA 3 will truly be a world-class airport terminal.. But how come certain airport 
officials are saying that PIATCO is using substandard materials, that PIATCO is getting commissions from its 
subcontractors, and that it is overpricing the cost of labor and materials to the detriment of its own German 
Partners and the Philippine Government? 


PIATCO claims that this new airport will be beneficial to the Filipino travelling public. But PIATCO did 
not tell the people that they have already advised the airlines of a 70% increase in rental rates. Doesn't PIATCO 
and DOTC Secretary Alvarez know that every tourist and every Filipino traveller will end up paying for all these 
rate increases? 


It is unfortunate that in the haste to promote development and progress, the DOTC has 
chosen to cast a blind eye to the most flagrant violations against fundamental rights and 
violations of laws. We appeal to the DOTC, the MIAA and our legislators to review and amend 
the Concession Agreement in fairness to the Filipino people and to all concerned. 
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Jobs, housing, 


(From page A1) 


tice and the rule of law are con- 
cerned. 

She explained that her display of 
concern for Estrada was an accom- 
modation of the “feelings of the seg- 
ments of our таза who have con- 
tinued to identify with his personal 
circumstances," 

‘To support her four-point agenda 
to lick mass poverty, the President 
appealed for a ceasefire on poli 
cal bickering, 

“From today, let us set aside 
bickering and politicking for atleast 
cone year,” the President said. 

“Instead of bickering, let us for 
опе year, help each other for the 
betterment of our people,” she said. 

Free enterprise 

Her four-point plan calls for free 
enterprise “with a social conscience 
-.. nota pitiless free-for-all,” mod- 
'emization of the agriculture sector, 
special programs for the disadvan- 
taged and improvement in the 
"moral standards" of government. 
and society. 

Dressed in a pine green Muslim- 
inspired outfit, the President intro- 
duced three children from the 
Payatas dumpsite, who, she said, 
embodied her aspirations for the 
nation—jobs, education, a house for 
every family and food on every 
table. (Story on Page Al.) 

The three boys nearly upstaged 


the President as most of the 228 

members of the House, 24 senators 

and guests in the gallery gave the 

children a standing ovation before 

the President finished her speech. 
The jobless 

‘The President acknowledged the 
nation’s difficulties. 

“From 2.5 million jobless four 
years ago, unemployment now 
stands at 4 million. From a budget 
surplus in 1997 of more than PI bil- 
lion under President Ramos, my 
government inherited a deficit ex- 
ceeding P140 billion. In the same 
period, poverty incidence rose from 
36.8 percent of the population in 
1997 to 40 percent in the year 
2000,” she said. 

“Our challenge is clear: elimi- 
nate poverty,” Ms Macapagal said. 

While her administration re- 
ceived a “solid mandate” in the May 
14 elections, she said she did not. 
consider the results as a choice be- 
tween the administration and the 
opposition camp allied with ousted 
President Estrada. 

“Tsee it rather as a vote for all of 
us—administration and opposi- 
tion—to roll up our sleeves, stop 
looking back and move forward, 
most especially in the fight against 
mass poverty,” she said. 

‘The enemy is us 

The President said the greatest 
obstacle the nation must overcome 
жаз “inside us.” 


Cops fire shots 
to stop protesters 
in Pampanga 


BY THE PDI BUREAUS 


FIRING warning shots, policemen 
yesterday tried to prevent protesters 
in five buses and jeepneys from leav- 
ing Pampanga for Metro Manila to 
join rallies during President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's State of the 
Nation Address (Sona). 

Elsewhere in the provinces. mili- 
tant groups mounted street rallies to 
present their own issues and accounts 
of the “real” state of the country. 

Leaders of the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) in 
Central Luzon said the police 
stopped about 500 of their members 
at the San Fernando tollgate of the 
North Luzon Expressway at 11:15 
am, 

Tonton David, spokesperson of 
the Workers Alliance for Central 
Luzon, claimed that a certain Super- 
intendent Pinpin tried to confiscate 
the licenses of the bus drivers. 

When the police officer refused 
to let the buses leave the gate, the 
protesters decided to alight and stage 
a picket for 20 minutes, causing traf- 
fic jams at the Dolores Junction in 
San Fernando, David said. 

After negotiations, the policemen 
allowed the group to proceed to 
Metro Manila. 

Roman Polintan, Bayan-Central 
Luzon chair, said at least two police- 
men, believed assigned to Camp 
Olivas’ regional mobile group, fired 
their M-14 rifles in an attempt to dis- 
perse the protesters. 

The protesters ducked for safety 
'No one was reported hurt. 

Polintan said Pinpin ordered his 
‘men to retrieve the spent bullets 

‘Senior Supt. Allen Bantolo, re- 
gional police intelligence chief, said 
he would order an investigation of 
the incident. 

Bantolo sid police commands in 
Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, 
Pampanga, Tarlac and Zambales 
were ordered on Sunday to go on a 
"heightened alert” to ensure that the 
President's delivery of her Sona 
‘would go on smoothly. 

Women activists from the 
Pagkakaisa ng Kababaihan para sa 
Inang Bayan (Kaisaka) managed to 
pass the police watchpoints unno- 
iced, according to its chair, Sonia 
Soto. 

They hid Kaisaka banners and 
posters in their skirts, she said. Oth- 
ers tucked the materials in their 
shirts. 

Soto said the President's “Gloria 
Labandera” image was only a myth. 

"Her administration is not pro- 
masses as her retooled image would 
like us to believe, Her administra- 
tion is patently anti-masses because 
it has not significantly and con- 
cretely addressed the issues of land- 
lessness, joblessness — and 
homelessness in the last six months," 
Soto sa 

In Baguio City, about 50 students 
marched down Session Road and 
later joined militant groups in the 
Cordillera fora people's summit that 
was timed with tbe Sona. 

Among the issues that the groups 
wanted the President to address аге 
wage increase; stop in oil price in- 
creases; the stop of foreign funded 
projects that threaten the life, land 
and resources of indigenous peoples; 
and the swift and fair rial of ousted 
President Joseph Estrada and his 
cronies. 


їп Lucena City, militant groups 
yesterday decried alleged "militari 
Zation" and human rights violations 
in an alternative Sona to present the 
“те ше” of Southern Tagalog. 

‘About 2,000 farmers, fishermen, 
workers, students and women joined 
the protest action. 

Tn а statement, Pastor Mel 
Abesamis, Bayan regional leader, 
said 10 military and police battalions 
were now spread all over the prov- 
inces in Southern Tagalog. 

He said the "Oplan Makabayan” 
and "Oplan Habol Tamaraw" were 
being initiated by the AFP's Task 
Force Banahaw in Mindoro as part 
ofthe militarization of Southern Ta- 
тов. 

Abesamis also cited the presence 
of the 16th Infantry Battalion in 
Easter Mindoro, Ist IB in Laguna, 
and the 74th and 76th [Bs in Quezon 

‘About 2.600 members of militant 
groups staged separate marches in 
Bacolod and lloilo cities. 

In Iloilo City, about 2,000 people, 
mostly slumdwellers, workers and 
students joined а rally led by Bayan, 
the partylist group Bayan Muna and 
the League of Filipino Students in 
their own version of the Sona. 

"They later converged on the 
grounds of the Museo lloilo for a 
‘mock presentation of the television 
soap “Pangako Sa "Yo." 

Ín Bacolod, about 100 persons 
gathered at the Fountain of Justice 
in Bacolod for a rally initiated by 
Sanlakas and the Bukluran ng 
Manggagawang Pilipino. 

"They also held a noise barrage at 
about 4 p.m. аз the President was de- 
livering her Sona. 

About 500 persons participated 
ina Bayan-led rally at the Welcome 
Rotunda of the city plaza. 

In Davao City, some 100 mem- 
bers of militant and student groups 
trooped to the streets. 

Ariel Casio, secretary general of 


it was time for the people to hold the 
President accountable to her prom- 


Dr. Robinson Montalba, spokes- 
person of the Promotion for Church 
People's Response, said that based 
оп the records of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, 2,100 Filipinos are 
leaving the couniry everyday be- 
‘cause of lack of job opportunities. 

In Butuan City, around 500 mem- 
bers of militant groups held a rally 
at the Rizal Park. 

Bayan Muna's Gene Prisco said 
the Macapagal administration, just. 
like its predecessors, continued to be 
“beholden to the interests and dic- 
tates of foreign and local capitalists.” 

‘Tribal organizations lambasted 
the administration's alleged contin- 
ued militarization in the countryside. 

Ruel Badbaran, chair of the 
Spc he ce 
‘em Mindanao, claimed that 
Operations in San Luis, Agusan el Sur 
have resulted in the displacement of 
civilians and violations of human 
rights. Reports from Tonette Orejas 
and Jun Malig, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk; Desiree Саша, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau; Romulo O. Ponte, 
PDI Southeru Luzon Bureau; Nestor 
Р, Burgos Jr. and Carla Р. Gomez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau; and Joel 
Escovilla and Kristina E. Cassion, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


odo education О 


"The enemy to beat is ourselves,’ 
she said. “When we spread division 
rather than unity; when we put ourselves. 
above country and profit above fairness; 
"when we think the worst of those with 
whom we should be working for the 
common good and when we wallow in 
despair rather than rise to achievement. 
Indeed when we make politics replace 
patriotism in our country's hour of 
need, 

The President paid tribute to the 
bloodless Edsa People Power 1 and Il, 
and admitted that the Edsa Ш staged by 
supporters of Estrada had humbled her. 

She said these uprisings showed ће 
transfer of power over the state from the 
traditional economic and political 
bosses to the people. 

"Last May 1, the poor raised their 
voices in anger and their fists in fury. 
Imprisoned in poverty, shackled to 
shame, denied justice in society, they 
personally delivered the message thal, 
100 years after they revolted to estab- 
lish this nation, they had yet to partake 
of the national dream." the President 
said. 

Humbled 

"1 heard their message loud and Т 
was humbled,” she said. 

Because the majority of the poor are. 
inthe countryside, the President said her 
administration would spend P20 billion. 
for irrigation, post-harvest facilities. in- 
frastructure and research to modernize 
agriculture. 

“There can be a million new jobs in 
agriculture and fisheries. Within the 
year, the (Department of Agriculture) 
Shall begin to implement the program 
to generate them." she said. 

"The President said that starting to- 


day she would hold office at the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture "until we can see 
the million new jobs get off the ground. 

Ms Macapagal also said 10,000 out- 
of school youths would be given emer- 
gency employment. 

To ensure sufficient rice supply. she 
said the monopoly of the National Food 
‘Authority to import rice would be set 
aside for the meantime. She said that the 
private sector would be allowed to im- 
port rice as long as they pay the cus- 
toms duties and that a thousand rolling 
stores would be deployed to sell cheap 

‘She said her administration would 
resolve the coconut levy funds in favor 
of the farmers. 

Land reform 

The President said she would redeem 
her father's commitment to land reform 
and shall distribute 100,000 hectares of 
public land and 100,000 ha of private 
lands, including 100 ancestral domains 
for indigenous peoples, every year. 

‘The President said the urban poor 
also needed immediate relief from eco- 
‘nomic hardships. 

She promised to give security of land 
tenure to 150,000 families each year, 
saying she is saddened each time she 
sees “squatters in their own country.” 

‘She said 10,000 housing units for 
workers and the poor would be made 
available each year. 

Ms Macapagal formally asked Con- 
‘gress to create a Department of Hous- 
ing to spur mass housing and generate 
Jobs. 

“Mark this: P20 billion for housing 
for the poor. This is the gift of the gov- 
‘ernment for the security of the Filipino 
family,” she said. 


The President said 80,000 urban 
poor families had already benefited 
from the land distribution scheme dur- 
ing her six-month old administration 
Wage adjustment 

То address high prices and low pay, 
the President asked Congress and the 
regional wages and productivity boards. 
to act on demands for higher minimum 
wages. 

1 hope that Congress or the wage 
boards would decide what is the right 
wage,” she said. For the meantime, she 
reiterated her appeal to the employers 
to give their workers emergency cost of 
living allowance, which she said could 
be credited to any future wage adjust- 
телі. 

The President said the government 
маз keeping a tight watch on oil prices 
and would keep the LRT fares at their 
current rates. 

Ms Macapagal said that prices of 
medicines for the poor would be cut in 
half and that 500,000 urban poor fami- 
Ties would be covered by Philhealth in- 
surance. 

То ease the tax burden on workers, 
the President urged Congress to adopt 
gross income taxation and to widen the 
‘categories of tax exemptions. 

She did not forget Mindanao. 

‘The President said she would bring 
the fight against poverty to Mindanao, 
which she would tum into the gateway 
io the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. 

She vowed to put an end to thé Abu 
Sayyaf problem. 

“But it must end and it will end 
soon, for good. The leadership of the 
‘Abu Sayyaf has started to fall. The 
crackdown has neutralized 130 of 


them,” she said. 
Culture of plain talk 

"The President said her administra- 
tion was introducing a new culture in 
governance culture of plain talk and 
‘common sense. 

‘Cabinet secretaries will do less 
cluster and interagency committee work 
5o that they can concentrate on running 
their departments.” she sid 

“The President said her Cabinet was 
under a 12-month deadline to produce 
tangible result in their respective ar 

‘She said that the Presidential Anti- 
Graft Commission was empowered to 
investigate and prosecute graflers in 
high places and that the Bureau of In- 
temal Revenue (BIR) and Bureau of 
Customs would be turned into show- 
Gases of graiefree agencies. 

Ms Macapagal suid she was throw- 
ing her fll support behind BIR Com- 
missioner Rene Bañez, who she said had 
received threats рг his plan to revamp 
the agency 

“This man needs friends, who share. 
bis goals, and T know he will find them 
in this young Congres,” she said. 

‘But the government cannot do it 
alone ... am not a miracle worker. All 
of us must do our share,” she said. 

On reviving the economy, she urged 
everyone to "think Filipino, buy Fili- 
pino, invest Filipino." 

1 invite the taipans and other busi- 
ness people all over the country to start 
pump-priming the economy by invest- 
ing once again in the Philippines." she 
Said," invite you to create jobs accel- 
erate progress and thereby address the 
root causes of the crime and unrest that 
зо much alarm us.” 


No talking in the rain for Cabinet, protesters 


(From page A1) 


change of views regarding the 
administration's program of action and 
how this related to so-called "basic 
problems of the country" being raised 
by the protesters. 

In the end, all what the participants. 
in the supposed dialogue got was a 
drenching in the heavy downpour. 


5 to say.” Socal 
Welfare Secretary Corazon 
Soliman told reporters 

Soliman, one of the leaders of Edsa 
People Power И in January that ousted 
Joseph Estrada, said i wasn't hand to 
relate to leaders of mitt groups that 
also took part in the historic event that 
Swept Ms Macapagal о the presidency. 

“Тыз isn't the proper time to hold a 
dialogue.” Bayan Muna Representatives 
elect Satur Ocampo said outside the 
Batasang Pambansa complex where 
militant groups held their own” People's 
Sona amid а heavy downpour 

According to him. leaders of 

e's organizations were already 
Folding a continuing dialogue with the 
President at feast once а month in which 
she would brief them on what her ad- 
ministration was doing. 

“Despite these dialogues. we don't 
see any progression toward actual ac- 
tions" Ocampo said. 

Wilson Fortaleza, president of 
Sanlakas, shared Ocampo's statement. 
“Korento-bwenohan long. There were. 
handshakes bu there were no substan- 
tial talks about the pressing reforms 
needed by the country." he said. 

Bu Benjamin Abalos. chair of the 
Metro Manila Development Authority. 
‘wasn't giving upon the militant groups 

“There is а real need for us o sit 


down and dialogue. There are so many 
issues that we have to discuss,” Abalos 
said. 

“АП what the Macapagal adminis- 
tration is asking is a year before йз re- 
form agenda produces concrete results,” 
he added. 

‘Soliman, Abalos, Labor Secretary 
Patricia Sto. Tomas, Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Hernani Braganza, Health 
Secretary Manuel Dayrit, Anti-Poverty 
‘Commission Chair Ging Deles, Hous- 
ing and Urban Development Coordinat- 
ing Council Chair Michael Defensor 
went down the Sandiganbayan building 
and joined the thousands of protestors 
around 2 p.m. 

Despite the heavy rains. they stayed 
way into the night until all the protest 
leaders had delivered their speeches 
fambasting the administration for its al- 
Teged failures, 

‘Numbers 

‘The rally ended peacefully, unlike in 
previous Sonas. Both police and rally 
Organizers honored their agreement that 
the protesters would only be allowed up 
tothe comer of Commonwealth Avenue 
and IBP Road. 

Deputy Director General Edgar 
Galvante, Metro Manila police chief, 
said about 7,500 policemen were de- 
ployed to secure the Batasan Complex 
and the roads leading to it 

He estimated the crowd at 10,000 
before the heavy rains fell. 

But rally organizers said they were 
able to mobilize at least 20,000 people. 

Information officers of the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) said 
their group swelled to 10,000 when their 
march arrived at the Sandiganbayan. 
Fortaleza said Sanlakas and its allied 
groups were able to mobilize "at least 
16,000." 

Around 300 Estrada supporters un- 


der the People's Movement against Pov- 
erty (PMAP) marched around the Ellip- 
tical Road around noon, 

“They did not proceed to the Batasan 
and instead marched toward the Veteran's 
Medical Memorial Center where Estrada 
is kept under hospital arrest. 

Riot policemen did not allow the 
PMAP protesters to get near the hospi- 


At around 11:45 a.m., Sanlakas 
members flew kites, dubbed 
“Saranggola ni Gloria,” at the intersec- 
tion of Batasan and Commonwealth. 

The kites were labeled “presyo ng 
bilihin (price of g 
langis (ой prices). 

“bilang ng nagugutom (number of hun- 
gry people)” to symbolize the escalating 
ost of living and worsening poverty. 

One of the highlights of the Bayan 
rally was the swearing in of Bayan 
‘Muna party-list representatives Satur 
Ocampo, Liza Maza and Crispin 
Beltran. 

The Commission on Elections has 
yet to proclaim them as winners in the 
тесеп elections. 

‘While the protesters were shouting 
slogans and waving banners, the Phil- 
ippine Charity Sweepstakes Office was 
busy distributing lugaw (rice porridge) 
in four baranggays around the Batasang 
Pambansa complex. 

More of the same 

Carol Araullo, convenor of the 
watchdog group Plunder Watch, said the 
Macapagal administration should ро 
beyond "its boxed solution to the prob- 
lem of poverty.” 

“Granting that her intentions are 
good, if (her administration) does not 
Change the mindset, nothing will hap- 
pen,” she said. 

Teodoro Саѕійо of Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan also harped on 


Cheers from business, jeers from Loi 
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bickering, Sen. Luisa "Loi" Ejercito. 
appeared piqued when the President 
proposed a bill allowing the Office of 
the Ombudsman o hire private lawyers. 

Ejercito said "it's almost as if she 
wastelling this Congress to convict (my 
husband) 1 appears that she wants more 
private prosecutors (for this purpose). 
that's how I saw it" 

‘Copycat 

Asked to comment on Ms 
Macapagal's anti-poverty strategy, 
Ejercito said it was “Tull of promises, 
but I gave her credit for pursuing the 
pro-poor programs of President Estrada, 
Tike the creation of 1 million jobs in the 
agriculture sector.” 

Tt only showed that the Estrada ad- 
ministration “had the right priorities" all 
along, the senator said. 

She noted that the President's pro- 
poor programs as itemized in the Sona 
seems to be merely repeating (that ОГ 
my husband's). The "Rolling Stores'— 
that's Estrada's” 

But market analysts find the 
President's speech supportive of the 
business community. 

They said the President's statement 
that Jaws must be "interpreted in favor. 
оГ market enterprises" should give some 
hope to the stock market amid 
rent political and economic uncertainties. 

Engle Equities president Joseph 
Rosas said the President's efforts to re- 
duce corruption and unnecessary gov- 
ernment spending should send positive 
signals to the market. 

Luz Lorenzo, ATR Kim Eng Sécu- 

ies head of research, said Ms 
Macapagal "showed that her heart is in 
the right place and she knows her pri- 
опе», The program is not ambiguous.” 

~I think these are very concrete steps 
ко help jumpstan the economy and mini- 
mize corruption,” Roxas said, taking 
note of the President's promise to sup- 
роп the crackdown against currency 
Speculators, strengthen the police and 
push for key legislative reforms needed 
о boost confidence. 

‘Personal Equity Retirement Actor Pera, 


‘which encourages employees and self-em- 
ployed individuals to create a retirement 
Fund to complement the services offered 
by the Social Securit System and the Gov- 
emmeni Service and Insurance System; 

Revised Investment Company Act, 
which seeks to update the fourdecade old 
Invesment Company Act and removesre- 
sricóve provisions that hinder the devel- 
‘opment of the mutual fund industry: and, 

Securitization Act, which aims to pro- 
mote longaerm housing finance, com- 
bined with the elimination ofthe docu- 
‘mentary stamp tax on secondary trades. 

"The President also reiterated that she 
was supportive of amendments to the 
Securities Regulation Code. 

Brokers were complaining that sev- 
eral stringent provisions of this law, 
such as the broker-dealer segregation 
rule, were detrimental to the market 

‘Roxas also noted that the shift to gross 
income taxation mentioned by the Presi- 
Чет was a welcome move as this would 
minimize harassment from some corupt 
Bureau of етта] Revenue agents as far 
as tax assessments were concerned. 

Gross income taxation, according to 
businessmen, would leave very ile room 
for maneuvering since it would do away 
with the tedious system of tax deductions. 

Positive note 

AB Capital Securities analyst Jose 
Vistan said the market would likely 
trade on the positive note today because 
earlier concerns that there would be 
bloody demonstrations during the Sona 
did not materialize. 

‘Although he believed the speech sil 
lacked specifics, he said the positive 
tone should provide some positive sig- 
nals o the market. 

"She has lid down the goals of the 
government and now that she has the 
Sooperstion of both houses of Congress, 
it will be a doable program.” Vistan said. 

Ви other analysts said the promises 
made during the Sona might not be re- 
Жык, 

Mark Securities chief market strate- 
gist Manuel Cruz suid: "There's a lot 
ба the agenda and it's very hard to be- 
Бете that this could be achieved espe- 
cially with the government's big bud- 


get deficit, You don't know where they 
will get the cash to fulfill them so it 
seems like it's a tall ordes 

‘On the peace and order situation, for 
instance, Cruz said the President had long 
promised that she would bring an end 10 
the Abu Sayyaf crisis in Mindanao the 
soonest time possible. But he said the 
‘country had yet to see positive results. 

In Zamboanga City, District Custom 
collector lawyer Lourdes Mangaoang said 
she was glad thatthe President acknowl- 
edged the efforts of Customs officials in 
improving their revenue collect 

In Isabela City in Basilan, while the 
President was delivering her Sona, Vir- 
ginia Rosadeno, mother of hostage Maria. 
Fe Rosadeno, was counting her remain- 
ing money to sustain her and her son Pas- 
tor Randy Rosadeno's expenses as they 
‘work for the release of her daughter who 
is now in the hands of the Abu Sayyaf. 

Inside а room provided by the reli- 
gious community here at the Christian 
Formation Center, Virginia said she hoped 
the President's promise would come true. 

“Thope she could find a way to res- 
cue my daughter and the other hostages 
who are poor like us,” she said. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu de- 
scribed the President's speech on peace. 
and development as "Okay naman be- 
cause she made mention of the peace. 
process in Mindanao and her intention 
to pursue this plan." 

“We are for peaceful resolution to 
Mindanao's problem but we don't give. 
atime frame," Kabalu said. 

"Good!" was North Cotabato Gov. 
Emmanuel Piflol’s reaction to the 
President's plan to turn over the 
Malitubog-Maridagao irrigation project in 
Carmen town, to the Army Engineering 
Brigade if not completed by September. 

“it's good news for us,” Piñol sai 

The governor said the project has 
been delayed because "everybody wants 
a piece of the cake.” 

‘A leader of a farmer's group in 
Isabela described the President's speech 
as "empty and plain promises." 

Melchor Batalla, president of the 
Danggayan dagiti Mannalon ti Isabela, 
said Ms Macapagal's first six months 


the same theme. 

"The President's plans may appear 
no-nonsense and hands-on, but what 
she's offering is simply more of the. 
same old things. There's nothing radi- 
cally new in her speech that can make. 
any real difference in the lives of the 
common folk." he said. 

"She can tell us all her wonderful 
plans to eradicate poverty, but as long 
as her government adheres lo the frame- 
work of imperialist globalization and 
swallows hook, line and sinker the 
policy dictates ofthe International Mon- 
etary Fund, World Bank and World 
Trade Organization, she is bound to 

‘The militant Kilusang Magbubukid 
ng Pilipinas (KMP) described the 
‘administration's fight against poverty as 
“pure empty talk for the poor. 

Christians 

Kaalagad Katipunang Kristiyano, a 
gathering of militant Catholics and Prot- 
зш», also joined what it called a “cel. 
‘bration of the People's Sona.” 

In a statement, Kaalagad said the 
“wend will continue downhill and the 
majority will turn cynical" 

But Kaalagad urged Catholics and 
Protestants alike to "hold on to the Great 
Promise and keep faith with the poor, 


Fave and rant and lay the blame else- 
where.” 

Instead, Kaalagad prayed, “Lord, 
Jead us not into that temptation and 40: 
hold fast to God's great promise that we 
can make the world better . . . Rather 
than surrender to cynicism . to dream 
with the anawim—the poor of 
‘Yahweh—and transform those dreams 
into reality." With reports from Ceres 
Doyo and Norman Bordadora 


in office were marked by farmers wal- 
lowing in poverty. With reports from 
Villamor Visaya Jr. Desiree Caluza 
and Jovelyn Reyes, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau; Froilan Gallardo, Joel 
Escovilla and Julie Alipala-Inot PDI 
‘Mindanao Bureau 


Hail, hail... 
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day struggled to outdo each other lav- 
ishing De Venecia with admiring appel- 
lations as they rose to cast their vote for. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
“The third-time Speaker received vari- 
ous and colorful nicknames that are now 
part of House records. His colk 
dubbed him "Big J,” "Smokin" J 
future President” and "Mr. 747; 
erence to "Economic Action Plan 747,” 
his proposal for alleviating poverty. 
Listening to some of the moniker 
опе would never guess that the рой 
cal veteran hailed from Р; 
true friend of Mindanao,” " 
by choice,” "the pride of Region 1 
То опе congresswoman, De Venecia 
was simply the "Ladies" Choice.” 
‘At least wo young congressmen in- 
voked family ties, saying they were vot- 


ful analogy, likening De Venecia to “a 
rare combination of velvet and steel" 
allusion to the Speaker's record as 
peace mediator. 

But perhaps the most amusing tile 
һе got came from one colleague whe 
labeled him "a man who equally spreads 
the sunshine,” a reference to the "Sun- 
shine Coalition" De Venevin forged be 
tween Lakas-NUCD and the National 
ist People's Coalitio 

But it also had another meaning te 
veteran members of the House pres 
comps. who covered De Venecia when 
he used to preside over the distribution 
of controversial pork barrel funds 
‘among congressmen, 
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*Thorpedo' smashes own record 


MELBOURNE Australia’s newspapers celebrated Olympic hero lan “Thorpedo” 
‘Thorpe’s latest world record on Monday, comparing the teenager with swimming. 
‘great Dawn Fraser. Thorpe, 18, the Olympic title holder and defending world cham- 
pion in the 400 metres freestyle, set his 10th long-course world record with a time of 
3:40.17 at the world championships in Fukuoka, Japan, on Sunday. 


Reuters 


SPORTS 


ALS. MENDOZA, Editor EDWIN M. VILLANUEVA, Assistont Editor 


Age-group tennis listing on 
REGISTRATION is now going on for the Phila Classic Ш Age Group Champion- 
Ships шей Aug. 4-5 and Aug. 10-12at the Rizal Memorial Tennis Center, Evens 
Sn ap are boys" and giis 18cunder, 16-under, 14-under, L2-under and unisex 10- 
Under divisions. Players may register at the Phila office (tel. 525-64-34). Deadline 
of entry is on Aug. 2 at 12 noon. Entry fee is P200. 


4-YEAR SLUMP ENDS 


Duval wins British Open by 3 


LYTHAM ST. ANNES, England — The massive 
crowd that swallowed up David Duval walking up the 
18th fairway in the British Open didn't faze him. 

He had seen it ll before—only it was always some- 
оле else's party. 

Tiger Woods and Vijay Singh at the last two Маз- 
ters, Woods at St. Andrews last year, when the closest 
Duval got to the silver claret jug was on the flight 
home. 

‘On Sunday, a celebration long overdue was all his. 

“It's a wonderful experience,” Duval said Sunday. 
"I'd go through it again.” 

Duval refused to let the British Open turn into the 
18-hole shootout everyone expected, seizing control 
with a rock-solid game that carried him to а 4-uhder 67 
and gave him the prize that had eluded him the past 
four years. 

He never looked at a leaderboard through those 
wraparound sunglasses. He didn't have to. Duval al- 
ways believed he had the mettle to withstand the pres- 
sure of golf's sternest test, and the silver claret jug he 
held aloft was the greatest proof of all. 

“I did everything I needed to do,” he said. "I feel 
really good about that.” 

"The stoic expression hardly ever changed until the 
Jast putt fell. Only then did Duval peel off the shades 
‘and blink in the bright sunlight over Royal Lytham & St. 
‘Annes, finally able to сай himself a major champion. 

"I don't know if сал savor this any more than I do 
now,” he said. "imagine what it would do is intensify 
my desire to do it again." 

Duval finished at 274 for a three-stroke victory 
over Niclas Fasth of Sweden, the only one among a 
long list of proven players who sustained any kind of 
challenge. 

Former Masters champion lan Woosnam might have 
been one of them. But after nearly making an ace on the 
opening hole, the Welshman realized he had an extra club. 
їп his bag and was assessed a two-stroke penalty 

Haunted by the costly mistake, Woosnam finished 
with а 71 and was four strokes back at 278 along with 
five others, 

Three of them were major championship winners _ 
Woosnam, two-time Masters champion Bernhard 
Langer and two-time U.S. Open champion Emie Els. 

Duval takes his place among them. 

The only player besides Woods to be ranked No. 1 
їп the past three years, Duval expected to be there all 
along. 

Meanwhile, another major championship passed 
without Woods in serious contention. 

Like so many others, Woods couldn't make enough 

irdies on а firm, fast links course littered with pot 
bunkers. He took triple bogey on the par-3 12th and 


All set for 15th 
Rotary golf 


PREPARATIONS are now in fll swing for the pres- 
tigious 15th Rotary Golf Fellowship Foundation Phil- 
ippines (RGFFP) golf tournament on Sept. 19-21. 

"This southern leg will be held in a new world-class 
championship course designed by Andy Dye—the 
Rancho Palos Verdes Golf & Country Club—and the 
Apo Golf & Country Club in Davao, 

Big prizes and surprises are up for grabs in this 
year's tournament, not to mention the yearly PI mil- 
Поп hole-in-one cash prize on bath golf courses spon- 
sored by Seaboard Eastern Insurance through its presi 
dent, Jose Halii-Co. 

For more information, please contact Ditas 
‘Serapio—at tel. nos. 721-8896, 721-0564, 721-5940, 
fax: 721-4797, e-mail: rpfiphi@email.com. 


Kournikova marries 
hockey star player 


LONDON—Russian tennis star Аппа 
Kournikova has married ice hockey star player 

|. Sergei Fedorov in a private ceremony in Mos- 
сом, the Sun newspaper reported Monday in a 
front-page story. 

The 20-year-old Kournikova, who has made 
millions in modeling and endorsement deals, wed 
the 31-year-old Fedorov ata registrar's office in 
the Russian capital, the paper said. АР 


Fans 
laud 
Lance 


LUZ-ARDIDEN, France. 
—Lance Armstrong may 
make dashing to mountain 
tops on a bike look easy, 
but he knows it isn't, and 
зо do his fans. 

"People in the States 
don't realize the 
athleticism,” said Bill 
Emery, a legal records 


DUVAL: Finally nails the Big One. » 


wound up nine strokes behind in a tie for 25th, his 
worst finish ina major in nearly four years. AP 


Final scores. 

274 - David Duval (USA) 69-79-65-67 

277 - Niclas Fasth (Swe) 69-69-72-57 

278 - Emie Els (Rsa) 71-71-67-69, Darren Clarke 70-69- 
65-70, Вйу Mayfair (USA) 69-72-67-70, Migue! Angel 
Jimenez (Spa) 69-72-67-70, lan Woosnam 72-86- 
7-71, Bemhard Langer (Ger) 71-69-67-71 

279 - Nikko lonen (Fin) 68-75-70-68, Kevin Sutheriand 
(USA) 75-69-68-67, Sergio Garcia (Spa) 70-72-67- 
70, Jesper Parnevik (Swe) 69-68-71-71 

280 - jay Singh (FI) 70-7071-69, Loren Roberts (USA) 
70-70-70-70, Des Smyth 7465-70-71, Вау Andrade 
(USA) 68:76. 7071, Reel Goosen (isa) 74-6887. 

Colin Montgomerie 65-70-73-72, Raphael 

Задов (Fe) тев 69-72, Аек Сора (Ġer) 888. 
5073 AFP 


Immonen tops 
World Pool 


AN EMOTIONAL Mika Immonen burst into tears as 
he became World Pool champion Sunday after a thrill- 
ing final at the Cardiff International Arena in Wales. 

‘The Finnish-born New Yorker is the first Euro- 
pean to win the Admiral World Championship trophy 
since 1996 as he beat Ralph "The Kaiser" Souquet in 
the race to 17 racks. 

The match was delicately poised at 10-10 when 
Immonen suddenly found his form and reeled off the. 
remaining seven racks to take the ttle. 

“It feels good,” he said. “I can't believe it. Some- 
body pinch me and wake me up. I wasn't sure it would 
be my year this year. About three years ago, I thought 
Г win it and it didn't work out, so 1 went into each 
match with a different perspective this time around 
and it worked.” 

Immonen reached the finals by beating Canada's. 
alain Martel, who defeated Filipino Leonardo “The 
Rattlesnake” Andam in a controversial quarterfinal 
maich that irked Andam no end. 

Andam lost, 11-9, but not after he was slapped а 
foul shot by the referee, a call that didn't sit well with 
the crowd that included many Filipinos. 

Before the foul shot, Andam rallied from 1-4 and 7- 
2 to lead, 9-8, in the Race-to-11 match. 

‘The supposed foul shot, which Andam didn't agree 
to, saw the Filipino touch the 6-ball with the score at 
9-9. Martel ook advantage of it and won Rack 19 en 
route to clinching the match at 11-9. 


Jones prevails 


NEW ROCHELLE, New York —Rosie Jones birdied 
the final hole for a 1-under-par 70 Sunday that 

her a one-stroke victory over Laura Diaz in ће 

Big Apple Classic, a tournament she had come close io 
winning three times. 

Tt was the first time Americans finished 1-2 in an. 
LPGA tournament since last year's Betsy King Clas- 
sic, a span of 28 events. Americans held six of the 
seven top spots on the final leaderboard. 

‘The 41-year-old Jones won for the second time 
this year and 12th time in her career. She finished third 
in this event in 1990 and second in 1993 and again last 
year by one stroke to Annika Sorenstam. 

Dorothy Delasin of the Philippines shot a 68 and 
finished at 283, 15 shots adrift. 


Ateneo de Davao dribblers shine 


DAVAO City squads, led by Ateneo de Davao, nearly 
swept five divisions during last weekend's Mindanao 
elimination of the Adidas Streetball Challenge 2001 at 
Gaisano Mall. 

А 13-12 triumph in the sudden-death shootout by 
Team Chromium, built around a unit from Ateneo de 
Davao, over Team Exigence in the senior division spiced 
an afternoon of basketball action for fans which over- 
flowed at the atrium of Gaisano Mall., 

Team Terpium, composed of cagers from Holy 
Child School of Davao, routed Team Kobe, 25-8, in 
the junior division. 

Prizes were awarded by Adidas Philippines Inc. man- 


Peace 
chess 


ALL-STAR ACTION 
Asi Taulava (right) of RSJ 


aging director John Alonte. Adidas Philippines sales and 
marketing director Sonny Nebres, Tats Suzara of the 
Philippine Sports Commission, Philippine Wheelchair 
Basketball League Luis Arellano, Team Ventures head 
Emmanuel Penson and tournament director Charlie Dy. 

Another Ateneo de Davao crew, Team North Rim, 
downed Team Elusive, 15-11, for the midgets crown. 

‘Only the girls division escaped Davao City teams 
эв Cagayan de Oro's Team St. Kilda downed Team 
Monitor of Zamboanga City, 16-10. 

Team Zambada beat Team Pure, 14-6, to capture 
the Streetball-On-Wheels division, which drew a record 
14 squads. 
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dunks over Poch Juinio of 


slated 


PBA All Star 


the Veterans during the 


game 


Sunday at the Araneta 


THE TENTH leg of the 
2001 Philippine Execu- 
tive Active Chess Ex- 
press (Peace 2001) gets 
underway on July 28 at 
Land Bank's Muli-Pur- 
pose Най in Makati City. 

Business executives 
and professionals who 
want to have fun and re- 
lax playing Active 
Chess, contact the Acca 
with tel. 892-8759 forde- 
tals. 

Peace 2001 is being 
sponsored by DNS 
Company and orga- 
nized by the Active 
Chess Center of Asia in 
cooperation with 
Belgosa Media Sys- 
tems, Land Bank, 
Tabilog Cargo Services, 
Topmost Engineering 
and Travel Café. 


Carmona karting July 29. 


CARMONA, Racing Circuit, the "home 
of local karting,” comes to life anew 


Led by multi-awarded Pepon Marave 
of Demvel's and last year's PSA “Karter 


Coliseum. The Veterans 
prevailed, 112-105. 
ROMY HOMILADA 


ROMY Kintanar, that popular 
“Man on The Ball" of the PBA in 
the "805, died Monday night after a 
heart attack. His body lies at 
Funeraria Nacional along Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City. 

Romy was one of the jolliest 
fellas in sports, A good chess player 
and a great actor of Visayan films, 
Romy also wrote а sports column 
for Tempo. 1 had shared bottles 
with Romy, mostly at Dinky's in 
front of Philsports (formerly Ultra). 
Because he said he was a Ginebra 
Fanatic, “ту choice of drink is also a 
Ginebra" He would finish a gin 
bilog with relish in an hour or less. 

Bye, Kasamang Romy. You'll 
be missed, 

п 

Joe Lipa, coach of Ateneo's se- 
nior basketball team, owes IN- 
QUIRER sportswriter Dennis U- 
Eroa an apology. By challenging 
Dennis toa fistfight, Joe was com- 
pletely out of order. 

Joe acted in a most irrational 
manner when he berated Dennis 
while Dennis vas offering a hand- 
shake by way of congratulating 
Joe for steering Ateneo to a 68-60 
victory over National University 
last Thursday. Next, he chal- 
lenged Dennis to a fistfight out- 
side the Loyola Gym after telling. 
Dennis: “Matagal ka nang may 
atraso sa akin mula sa PBL pa.” 

But said Dem 
aware of any unfri 


unfriendly act that I did against 
him for that matter. I swear tomy 
mother's grave.” 

Had Joe done some sleuthing, 
he would have found out that 
Dennis did not write the story tha 
said Lipa would be fired if Ateneo 
lost one of its next two games 
(against NU and Far Eastern Uni- 
versity). In short, Joe barked up. 
the wrong tre 

As one sage said, "No investi- 

tion, no right to speak." 

‘Anyway, Dennis handled the 
situation well. And his reason 
not to call Joe's challenge tugs 
at the heart. Citing the advice of 

is late mother, Dennis wrote: 
"Come what may, always respect 
your elders, sori.” His mother 
Уа an elementary schoolteacher 
for more than 30 years in 
Gumaca, Quezon. 

Dennis is 36 and Joe is old 
enough to be his father. 


Bitter Andam; bye Romy K 


Mendoza 


я 

‘Too bad Leonardo "The Ratile- 
snake” Andam was charged with а 
foul shot in his quarterfinal match 
against Alain Martel of Canada in the 
World Pool in Cardiff, Wales. Ithap- 
pened at a most crucial time of the 
match, when the score was tied at 9 
after Andam rallied from 1-4 and 2-7 
totaken 9-8 ead. Referee Chris Atkin 
charged Andam with a foul, ruling that 
‘Andam’s cue had touched the 6-ball 
while hitting a shot. 

Luverne Gueco, the INQUIRER's. 
editor of "The World,” did not be- 
lieve Andam committed the foul 
shot. * 

“He is a professional for years now. 
and he has won several international 
titles already,” said Luverne, who 
loaned his coe stick to Andam for the. 
tournament. "I don't believe he 
touched the 6-bal as the referee rule 

In his anger, Andam did not shake. 
the hands of both the referee and 
Martel after the match. 

‘am not sure if he touched the 
6-ball or not," said Martel. "I was 
оп the other side of the table when 
the alleged miscue happened.” 

Foul or not, that certainly did 
Andam in as the referee’s call defi- 
nitely swung the momentum to 
Martel, who went on to win the rack; 
he next pocketed:the 20° rack al 
most with ease to wrap up the 
match, 11-9. But Martel, called 
"The Dancing Bear,” would lose to 
Finland's Mika “The Iceman" 
Immonen, 11-7, in the semifinals. 
Immonen went on to win the cham- 
pionship against Ralf "The Kaiser" 
Souquet of Germany. 

But there was nothing to be 
ashamed of for Andam and his team- 
mates—Rodolfo Luat, Ramil 
Gallego, Warren Kiameo, Antonio 
Lining, Francisco “Django” 
Bustamante and Efren "Bata" Reyes, 
the 1999 champion. They did their 
best.. The breaks weren't just on 
their side this time. 

There's always next year to look 
forward to, right Putch? 


Stags gore Dolphins; 
Bombers rise to 4-0 


By JUNE NAVARRO 


GAMES THURSDAY: 
(Rizal Memorial Coliseum) 
12 noon— Si. Benilde vs ОРНА (jrs/srs) 
3 pm.—Letran vs Mapua (узы) 


SAN Sebastian College lived by its tor- 
rid shooting in the three-point area to 
subdue Philippine Christian University, 
61-55, yesterday in the NCAA varsity 
basketball tournament at the Rizal Me- 
morial Coliseum. 

Unchallenged at the trifecta territory, 
the Stags peppered the Dolphins with a 
deluge of treys in the final quarter and 
went on to pick up their second win in 
four sians. 

In contrast, the Dolphins, playing 
caichup throughout, couldn't deliver 
beyond the arc as they flubbed seven. 
of their tries during crunchtime en 
route toa 1-3 record in the eight-team 
tourney. 

PBL veteran Mark Macapagal 
drained four triples t6 lead the Stags’ 
charge with 16 points but it was Roy 
Faleasamtos’ three-pointer and a bank 


shot off Omar Asmad in the dying sec- 
fonds that made the difference. 

It came after the Dolphins’ mad dash 
in the stretch with rookie Leo Gaspi fill- 
ing the scoring sock for the Taft-based 
dribbless. 

The beefy, 6-foot-2 Gaspi ham- 
тегей his frame inside, barreling 11 
of his 13 markers in the fourth quar- 
ter to keep the Dolphins within strik- 
ing distance. 

Emani Epondulan topscored with 43 
points as Jose Rizal University nipped 
San Beda College, 103-98, in the other 
seniors’ game. 

‘The Bombers streaked to their 
fourth straight victory, while the Red 
Lions slipped to 1-3. 

Scores: 

SSC 61—Macapagal 16, Reguerra 
14, Coronel 8, Alfad 8, Falcasantos 7, 
Moore 4, Gonzales 4, Najorda 0, Mo- 
tales 0, De Leon 0, Uy 0. 

POU 55—Gaspi 13, Omolon 10, 
Asmad 8, Franco 7, Sanz 5, Dais 4, 
Tagan 2, Gatdula 2, Roque 2, Agahan 2, 
 Guiyab 0, Legayada 0. 

Quartors: 18-12, 42-28, 49-38, 61- 
55. 


Roligon hosts derby today 


AFICIONADOS will be treated again to another 
round of quality fights with the holding of the Peter 
Macky 4-Cock Derby today at the Roligon Mega 
‘Cockpit in Parañaque City. 


Hosted by Ronnel Tanada, known in the slash- 


with the staging of the pivotal sixth leg ing world as "Peter Маску," ће event will be раг- 


Virginia, who followed Ofthe 2001 Shell Super Karting cha ticipated in by the group of Juan Miguel Soliven of 
а нро ba cops penc ee em. 
mountain stages in the Carmona, Cavite. in this eight-part kartfest. 
‘Tour de France. = 
rein d prece зае T Y 


| didn't have to get up the [row DO YOU GIVE EVEN BRAND-NEW CARS— 


с = THE BRIGHTEST, LONGESTLASTING SHINE EE 


one,” said his wife Hel- 
mrt ena Emery, a Washington. 
Ы T D.C. attorney. 
PLUS STRONGER PAINT дыл еза 
(GOOD ON ALL CARS! EVEN IF "NOT-SO-BRAND-NEW" ANYMORE.) 
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of the Year" awardee Philip Alvendia of 


‘manager from Arlington, 
Y = Kart 1, the country’s top karters report | 


ка баат Te couple is part of 
ШБ noei Wane a small but visible num- 
meei Manon t gwon, ber of American cycling. 
EXTR" — quswbolinethersadsot 
France 1o watch the three- 
week, 20-stage Tour, ar 
guabiy one of the tough- 


mui m 
"m ima 
est sports events in the 
world. AP 
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'A SMART RAINY DAY TREAT! 


zing handset price drops with 
zed plus 


Enjoy great discounts on selected handsets with a 
SMART zed plus or a SMART Money SIM pack! 
Grab one at the nearest SMART dealer --NOW! 
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Louie C. CAMINO, Editor 


‘Someone 


he knew so 


well’ killed harpist 
Tadao Hayashi — cops 


BY ALCUIN PAPA, 
CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 
AND LEAH SALTERIO 


SEVERAL blows to the back ofthe 
head with a blunt instrument killed 
popular Japanese harpist Tadao 
Hayashi, who was found dead in his 
bedroom in Caloocan City yester- 
day morning, investigators said. 
Chief Supt. Jose Marlowe 
Pedregosa, head of the PNP Crime 
Laboratory, said the autopsy on 
Hayashi's body showed that a blunt 


instrument was used to kill the Japa- 
nese. 

“Death was caused by intra-cra- 
nial hemorrhage as a result of mul- 
tiple traumatic injuries to the back of 
the head," Pedregosa said, reading 
from the autopsy report by medico- 
legal officer Capt. Amel Marquez. 

Hayashi was 62. 

Police said they were focusing on 
the angle that Hayashi was killed by 
“someone he knew so well.” 

“There were no signs of forcible 
entry," said Supt. Benjardi Mantele, 


Cell phone firms 
sign deal blocking 
use of stolen units 


By ABIGAIL L. Ho 


OWNERS of stolen cell phones can 
now prevent the thieves or their 
buyers from using the phones. 

Yesterday, three of the country's 
major cell phone service providers 
signed a memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) on blocking in their networks 
the use of stolen cell phones. 

Under the agreement, Globe 
Telecom, Isla Communications Inc. 
and Smart Communications Inc. will 
prevent the use of stolen cell phones 
in their networks by tracing the sto- 
Jen handsets through their IMEI or 
intemational mobile equipment iden- 
tification. 

The blocking will be done after 
the owner of the stolen cell phone. 
submits an affidavit of loss accom- 


panied by the corresponding police 
report 

This service, however, is still lim- 
ited to post-paid subscribers. 

But Globe Telecom is already 
working on a pre-paid version of the 
service, according to Rodolfo 
Salalima, Globe corporate and regu- 
latory affairs senior vice president. 

“We might make registration op- 
tional for pre-paid subscribers,” 
Salalima said. 

Post-paid subscribers need to 
accomplish prescribed documentary 
requirements such as a service aj 
plication form, and present a valid 
ID and proof of billing before they 
can be registered. 

Pre-paid subscribers buy their 
SIMs or subscriber identific 
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Manila Water seeks 
increase of P1.24 


Bv CHRISTINE 
GAYLICAN 


THE AYALA-OWNED 


asked the government to 
allow it to increase its ba- 
sic water rate by Р1.24 
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per cable meter 1o cover ОМА X- PROJECT 89621/896193- 
its losses following the | Wssummswuum 

drop in the peso's value | [Café | 1 
gop in te rao? тне | [5928 ayp] NIKKI JUNIA FREE DICE 


Manila Water president 
Antonino Aquino Jr. yes- 
terday said the 24-ceniavo 
increase—in addition to 
the P1 raise it earlier pro- 
posed—would compen- 
sate for losses they incurred 
with the decline in the 
peso's value, now pegged 
а P53 to the dollar. 

In a public consulta- 
tion, Aquino said the com- 
pany has about $80 mil 
lion to $90 million in dol- 
lar-denominated debis, 
made up of loans acquired 
from the old Metropoli- 
tan Water and Sewerage 
Services System and term 
loans from MWCI's credi- 
tor-banks. 

MWCT has already 
filed its intent to revise its 
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Caloocan police chief. “In fact, it 
appears that Hayashi entertained 
the killer.” 

Police found two glasses on a 
table in the living room, which could 
mean Hayashi offered his suspected 
killer a drink, Mantele said. 

‘The autopsy report said Hayashi 
sustained three blows to the back 
of the head, fracturing his skull. Two 
blows were also delivered to his 
chest, breaking his collarbone. 
Blows also shattered his right ey 
brow, chin and left ear. 


Hayashi’s left hand bore super- 
ficial stab wounds, apparently 
caused by a short knife, Pedregosa 
said. This could be a sign that 
Hayashi put up a fight, he said. 
Hayashi's office assistant, Antonio 
Clet, found the body at 6 a.m. in the 
master bedroom of the musician's 
house at Block 5, Lot 7, LD Village, 
Tala, Caloocan. 

Clet had gone to Hayashi’s 
house to fetch the Japanese for ап 
appointment. 
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Why are we offering this authentic 


Statue Of The Virgin 
With St. Bernadette In A Dome 
Immersed In The Miraculous 


Water Of Lourdes? 


If you have one or more wishes you would like to come 
true quickly, read the following, before it's too late: 


Jos ту last wip to Europe, T was amazed to se how many people had 
these sumptuous statues of the Virgin. But what surprised me most was that 
this statue — made in Lourdes, France — is covered by a clear dome FILLED 
WITH THE MIRACULOUS HOLY WATERS OF LOURDES. 
The first question that came to mind was: “Just why do so many people have 
this statue of the Virgin immersed in the Miraculous Waters of Lourdes? 
‘immediately went to Lourdes to find out. What I discovered there is amazing. 


Water from Lourdes: 
Miraculous Water with li 
powers 


‘The Virgin has appereared 19 times 
in Lourdes. And so Lourdes is 
‘considered to be the prime location on 
earth for powerful beneficial forces—the 
place where the world's most numerous 
and astounding miracles occur. There is 
no scientific explanation for the 
beneficial forces concentrated in the 
waters flowing from the sacred source 
in the Cave of Miracles. 

It is no surprise that for more than a 
century. two million pilgrims have been 
travelling annually to Lourdes tobe close 
to these waters with their limitless 
some of these individu 
back some of i 
Miraculous Water of Lourdes with them. 


Wherever this Water goes, the 
beneficial powers of Lourdes follow 


А vast number of people who possess 
суеп a few drops of this water constantly 
attest to the positive changes and 
Fortunate events that occur in all aspects 
of their lives: money, love, success, luck, 
fulfillment and happiness. 

Wis perhaps even more incredible that 
these fortunate events occur for people 
Of all races, creeds and origins! Even 
for nonbelievers! And the kinds of 
‘miracles that occur are wide-ranging and 
varied. Thousands of testimonials are 
incontestable proof of these miracles. 

For example, there are those who 
needed money,comfort, healing and 
happiness—and ^ received й 
unexpectedly: 

* Ms. Jeanne Cole, CA USA, won 
520,000 shortly after receiving the 
Miraculous Water of Lourdes. 

* Ms. Edna Eclipse, Intramuros, Manila, 
finds comfort with the Statue of 
Lourdes whenever she had problems 
or sick. 

* Ms. Ma. Jelenie Ampane, Almodian, 
Hollo City who felt so low and 
hopeless find peace and happiness 
when the Statue came and gave hope 
to her. 

* Mrs. Leonora Pimentel, Malabuyoc, 


Cebu who had been childless for 12 
years received a miracle - she 
Conceived a child since she had in her 
possession the Statue of the Virgin 
Mary immersed in the miraculous 
water of Lourdes. 

And these are just a few examples s 
among thousands upon thousands locks 
кое Cave of Miracles including people 
with emotional, physical, and spiritual 
problems. 

Five thousand scientists who were 
skeptical or who didnt believe in the 
supernatural powers of the Miraculous 
Waters of Lourdes went to Lourdes to 
study them. And while they could not 
explain all the miracles they observed. 
they had to admit these miracles did in 

‘occur. They even certified that the 
Water of Lourdes is genuinely 
miraculous. 


For the first time you can now ге 
this authentic statue of the Virgi 
covered in a dome filled with the 
Miraculous Water of Lourdes 


If yow cannot travel to Lourdes, 
France, and to these Miraculous Waters. 
the Miraculous Waters of Lourdes now 
соте to you. And they сап stay with 
you. Not just for a few day or a few 
weeks. But FOREVER. Doni forget 
that wherever this Water goes, the 
limitless powers of Lourdes go with it 

Each statue of the Virgin is made in 
Lourdes and hand-paintcd by talented 
craftsmen. Each statue is then covered 
with a phosphorescent mystic substance. 
to make it glow in the dark. Then these 
craftsmen protect the statue in a clear 
protective dome filled with the 
Miraculous Water, taken directly from 
the original source in the Cave of 
Miracles. 

Consequently, it is no surprise the 
value of this statue and the Miraculous 
Water in which it is immersed is 
inestimable. What's more, the source of 
Lourdes Water is small and the demand 
for its water is worlwide. 

“This is the first time—and perhaps the 
lasi—ihat the Lourdes Statue Immersed 
in the Water of Lourdes would be, 
available in the Philippines. The 


Fortune Guarantee © Insurance Corp. 


An ISO 9002 certified company 


Total Insurance Coverage for FIRE, MARINE, 


* Made by qualified craftsmen in 


Lourdes, France 


+ Accompanied by a certificate of 


authenticity stating that it is 


contained in a transparent dome 


filled with water taken from the 


Source of the 
Miraculous Water of Lourdes 


* Glows in the dark! 


quantities are very limited and are 
directly air freighted from 
Lourdes, France. 

То receive one or more statues, just 
fill in and mail the coupon to the 
indicated address. We ask a special offer 
of P299 per statue to cover distribution 
costs (+ postage and handling) and 

Unfortunately. we probably will not 
be able to meet all requests. To benefit 
from this very special offer. please sign 
the document appearing on the coupon, 
By doing so you agree merely to send us 
a brief letter about the fortunate and 
unexpected events you experience, 
thanks to the powers of the Miraculous 
Waters of Lourdes surrounding your 
statue. 


[RR 


President, Lourdes Research Organization 


Note: Orders will be filled on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

Don't you think it would be a shame 
1o fail 10 benefit from this special offer 
today, by responding too late? 

"To be sure to reserve your шше of 
the Virgin immersed in the Miraculous 
Waters of Lourdes, fill in the coupon 
below right now and mail it today—and. 
по later than midnight on Friday of next 
week. 


Guarantee: If for any reason you no 
longer wish to keep your statue(s) of 
the Virgin with St. Bernadette 
immersed in the Miraculous Water of 
Lourdes at some point in the future, 
Just return it. Your contributions will 
then be immediately returned 10 you 
IN FULL. 


Important Notice: Take advantage of 
this special P299 offer—which we may 
never be able to make again—Order 
several statues and help us spread JOY: 
and HAPPINESS among your friends 
and family. 

Each statue of the Virgin is 
accompanied by a certificate attesting: 

that itis made in Lourdes, France 


years of 
continuing 


‘Service on your 


AVIATION, ENGINEERING, PERSONAL ACCIDENT, 
MOTOR, MISCELLANEOUS INSURANCE 


insurance needs 


= that the water in which it is 
immersed is the Miraculous Water taken 
from the Cave of Miracles of Lourdes. 


Special Coupon 
Send this NOW to: 
LOURDES WORLD RESEARCH 
PO Box 3407 QCCPO 1174, О.С. 


YES, ivanttoreceive 
(pumbel) statues of Virgin wih St 
Bernadette immersed in te 
Масон Water of Lourdes. 

1 enclosed a payment of P299.00 
to cover postal, Insurance, freight 
handling charges per latus, ог! wil 
send my payment by postal money 
‘order upon receipt of my C.O.D. 
package al the post fice, or with a 
private courier“ 

(‘Available for Metro Mania only) 


(Provincial checks not accepted) 


First Name. 
Las Name 


Complete Address 


ZipCode| / / /_/ 
Telephone} 

випаау Lo 
{promise tlinform you in witing as. | 
soon as come across any forunat | 


and lucky events in my е through 
tha Miraculous Water of Lourdes. 
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Signature 


Exclusively distributed via mail order. 
sPORIOTOLNS + 


YOU CAN ORDER 
) BY PHONE AT: 

920-2899 » 921-6614 

920-2883. 


branches and 
Issuing offices 
nationwide 


4th Floor Citystate Centre, No. 709 Shaw Blvd, 
Pasig Cty 1603 *Tel, 633-9232 + Fax 633-8987/633-8988 + 
flcmail@fortuneguarantee.com.ph * www fortuneguarantee.com.ph 
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American | McDonald's ordered to pay 


in Manila’ woman for 1998 accident 


By Dona Z. PAZZIBUGAN ‘Yusingco, 65, the prefect of studentsof medical expenses of P1,010, but маз still wet. 
By JEROME ANING the Kostka School of Quezon City, repon- McDonald's refused to settle. ‘She said she slipped and fel, lasting. 
АМ ANTIPOLO trial court has ог. ediy sustained abrasions and conmusionsin Арап from the actual damages of оп her buttocks. Due to her injuries, she 
AN AMERICAN, whose flight to the егей the local franchise holder of _ the shoulder, pelvis and hip joints. - P1.010,thecourtalsoawarded Yusingeo was not able to attend several school 
United States was canceled when the the international fast-food chain = Catal: ій te и ды ми рш was PEU кру Ses жй МАЙЫ айй э айн! кип рина 
veloped ет rouble, wa r-in-l hi be м wp ini meetings, she said. 
тт ол ЕЕ bereitet ies ТЕТ 


found dead in his Manila Hotel oom of former Senate President Aquilino бшнш that the pathway was wet, (McDonald's) did not ignore her McDonald's Katipunan branch figured in 


yesterday morning. Pimentel Jr. P51,010 in damages for "me - " = 
i р failure of (McDonal ‘usingco's) demand for compensation аі over injuries allegedly sus- 
"ови Sharp, 39 avarcientitat happened two ае Вато Жл и о ШАШ 
CSi Conti Со and rein Ка, years ago in the premises of one of За а part, which is actionable ja law" have been completo Rigas mat Па 1996 5yea-olfCnilSatagn 
his Filipino wife, Claudette, 21, police its stores in Quezon City. the judge said in a three-page decision (егіп court,” the court sald. was reportedly electrocuted at the store H t 
En | заи ака Бедени авгон кызы Ce, тоны сны Hot CAL 


POS Emesto Jose J {of the Wes. Food Industries was responsible for the was shown to prove that (Yusingco) did have coffee at McDonald's Katipunan (hat deformed her right hand. 
ern oO) Воено Jose Ir the West; accident that befell Miguela Yusingeo, not exercise care orcaution,orthatthere becauseit wasjustadjacent ober school. —— The gid's family sued for damages pawne d to 


gp Police District homicide seston а уо slipped and fell on the wet pathway маз negligence on her par.” ‘Since the store was sill closed she after McDonald's refused to 

Shar атча in Manis on July 5 рше Маршы шшк "Theat poimed ouc at Yosingeo decided To retum othe School, рана The cei sill pending before the 

Son Gale Thomas. Sharp even brought Katipunan Avenue on June 19, 1998. was just seeking reimbursement of her through the pedestrian's pathway which Quezon City regional trial court. TV di 

along his sons by Ма first wife: - irector 
Alexander, 10, and Michael, 12. 

On Sunday, the family boarded | : : : + By AGNES E. DONAT 
NIS DE ed Ri 1 he V. ‚ Donato 
p pedir ce smuggling 1n the Visayas 
reportedly developed engine trouble tee ae ena 
over Cagayan and had to return to the | SENIOR Supt. Michael Ray Aquino, There is a sunny side to the rice ‘Commission (РАСС). ered a big car theft syndicate with 
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ons, Germany's most. 
successful rock band, 
scheduled Aug. 1 at the. 
Araneta Coliseum, has 
been cancelled. 

In a brief statement, 
the organizers of the. 
show explained that 
circumstances and 
conditions beyond 
their control com- 
felled the indefinite 

leferment of the Ma- 
nila engagement of the. 


AOCOENTALSPY | popular heavy metal 
тилридиин: | rock band. 
АП ticket buyers 
тин хорон | can claim their refunds 
only from Ticketnet at 
жиш таша Araneta Coliseum 
тишин вошли | from Aug. 1 to 15,200 
5pm. 


ARAL ATA For more details on 


ticket refunds, call 
911-5555. 
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at Padi’s 


AFTER the successful 
anniversary concert of 
South Border and the 
hit one-night perfor- 
mance of Side A Band, 
Padi's Mindave pre- 
sents Barbie's Cradle 
in a special concert to- 
night. 

Barbie's Cradle is 
led by 22-year-old vo- 
calist Barbie Almalbis, 
who wrote all the songs 
in the band’s debut al- 
bum under Warner 
Music Philippines. 

Other band mem- 
bers аге Wendell 
Garcia on vocals, 
drums and percussion, 
Rommel de la Cruz on 
vocals, bass and string 
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— ENTERTAINMENT 


Louie C. Camino, Editor 


| Boob-tube booboos 


‘THANKS to all the people we meet 
who tell us that they enjoy reading. 
this column, and make particular. 
mention of the boost they get from 
our Boob-tube Booboos. This en- 
courages us to keep listening for 
those humorous boner on the tube. 
Our latest "harvest" 

Quiz Show Host: Where are Ivy 
League universities located? UK? 
USA? Canada? Or Switzerland? 
Contestant: Teacherland? 

Contestant: Teachetlandl 

(Ay, doble тан) \ 

— 


Quiz Show Host: What is the 
most famous tourist spot in 


Pangasinan? 

Contestant: Тһе Rizal 
‘Monument!(You really don't have 
the foggiest notion, do you?) 


Host: Our guest cook will now 
show us the proper way to grill veg- 
etables, so they aren't bumed to a 
crisp. What's the secret, chef? 

Guest Cook: To grill vegetables, 
don't too much, too hot, too near, 
coming black! 

(it's like listening to Tarzan!) 


Host: Can you show us around 
your beautiful home? 
Star: Gladly. Ito ang aking din- 


(еа 
ү] 


Nestor U. Torre 


ing room, kasi dito ako kumakain! 
(Duh 


Host: Why did you fall for (name 
of male star)? 
Female starlet: Pogi kasi, e. 
Host: Sa lahat ng mga facial fea- 


tures niya, anong pinaka-tarn-on sa. 
yo? 

Female starlet: Pinakagusto ko? 
— Yung kanyang mga ilong! 

(Ay, mga ilong!) 


Host: In today's show, we will 
have famous designers adivising our 
celebrity guests on what to wear for 
different important occasions where 
they should look their best. Right, 
(name of designer)? 

Designer: Well, ГЇЇ uy. 

Host: Good! For example, here's 
‘our beautiful starlet. Can you take 
look at her, and tell us what would 
be the best gown for her if she’s go- 


Aiza Seguerra’s time has come, again 


By Remy М. UMEREZ 


AIZA Seguerra, the former wonder 
child star of “Eat Bulaga,” is a big 
star again, Bow. 

Less than three months after the 
release of her Vicor debut album, 
“Pagdating ng Panahon” the album 
has been certified quadruple plati- 
mum by the Philippine Association 
of Record Industry (Pari). 

Translated into figures, 
“Pagdating” has sold more than 
120,000 copies both in CDs and 
cassettes. In the local music indus- 
try, this is considered phenomenal. 

Who would ever think that Aiza 
would reinvent herself as a singer? 

"It was totally unexpected,” said 
Maria Gloria Ocampo-Mozo (MG), 
Vicor vice president for product and 
promotions who has been in the re- 
cording business for more than a 
decade. “We know we had а good 
song, but the response of the public 
is overwhelming.” 

MG is humble enough to share 
the credit for Aiza’s album with the 
various people involved in its 


conceptualization. 
Ttall begun with a phone call from 
record producer Margot Gallardo. 
“Her friend Armi Araujo from All 
‘Media Marketing House wanted Aiza 
to record only two songs which she 
could present to prospective clients 
for commercial purposes,” MG re- 
called. "She invited me to watch Aiza 
perform at Joekhers (їп Cubao) and 
see if Vicor would be interested in 
producing the album themselves. 
Margot thought a direct tie with a re- 
cording outfit had more advantages. 
"Together with Merle Mercado 
of the ad and promotions depart- 
ment, we joined Margot, her sister 
Edith and Armi in watching Aiza. 
When we arrived (at Joekhers), 
someone was singing but I did not 
know it was Aiza. I thought the 
voice was pretty good. After her 
performance, I was fully convinced 
she deserved a break in recording.” 
‘That same night MG discovered 
why Armi was bent on giving Aiza 
а singing career. For one, Armi be- 
lieves Aiza has musical talent, hav- 
ing recorded three albums for Al- 


‘ALONG CAME A SPIDER’ 
Caught in a web of 


pha when she was still a child. Her 
voice, though, was unpolished then, 
and her heart was with television, 
not singing. 

Aiza's mother, Aling Caring, 
urged her daughter to study music at 
the University of the Philippines and 
later at the University of Sto. Tomas. 
Aiza also took up guitar lessons. 

‘When Armi felt Aiza was ready, 
feelers were sent to some recording 
outfits, but there were no takers. In- 
cidentally, іп Viva's compilation 
album "Mother of All," Aiza is fea- 
tured in two cuts but no one seemed 
to have noticed them. 

MG proposed the project to 
Vicor president John Tan. When 
Tan gave the go-signal, the brain- 
storming began. 

“When we heard "Pagdating ng 
Panahon' we knew we had found the. 
right song which we could release as 
the carrier single of the album," MG 
said. “It was а unanimous decision. 
Itis the only original song in Тара- 
log in the album. All the rest were in 
English and a few revivals. 

“Pagdating” is tailor-fit for Айа, 


who is only 17. It expresses what 
teeners dream of and hope for. A 
few revisions had to be made, 
though. I instructed (composer) 
Edith Gallardo to convert it into а 
love song so it could have a wider 

‘The laid-back music of Moy 
Ortiz (of The CompanY) matches 
the lyrics well. We had no doubt we 
had found a winning combination." 

MG also wanted to include a 
song about God, and that song is "T 
See You Lord." Edith wrote the. 
song in 1998 and did not throw it 
away. MG was convinced that Aiza 
could tum it into a hit. 

Aiza herself wanted to include a 
song dedicated to 
found it in " 
bout how much she loves her parents. 

The album took almost a year to 
finish because Aiza is a full-load 
student at UST and is only free for 
recordings during weekends. She 
could not go work in the recording 
studio beyond midnight since she 
had moming classes. 

MG is amazed at how Aiza has 
been cooperating in promot 


ing to attend a movie awards cer- 
emony? 

Designer: Well, since she’s a 
movie personality, ang bagay na 
gown sa kanya talaga, yung fully 
sequence! 

(Ay, sequence!) 


Quiz Show Host: Our next ques- 
tion is on Literature. How well do 
you know playwrights? 
Contestant: Uh, playwrights? 
Quiz Show Host: For example, 
Ben Jonson called William 


Shakespeare as the "Sweet — of 
Avon.” 
Fill in the blank: he was referring 


to ап animal. What animal did he say 
William Shakespeare was like? 
Contestant: Ah, Koala bear? 
William Shakespeare, the 
Sweet Koala Bear of Avon?” —1 
don’t think so!!!) 

*Kakaibang Pop’ 
KATHA, the organization of Fili- 
pino composers, presents "Kakai- 
bang Pop: A Different Taste of Con- 

vary Pinoy Music" at 7:30 p.m. 
on Friday, July 27 at the Music Mu- 
seum in Greenhills, San Juan. Fea- 
tured artists include Grace Nono, 
Noel Cabangon and Супі 
Alexander. Tickets are available at 
TicketWorld outlets and the Katha 
office. Call 433-4107, 


green 


PHENOMENAL AGAIN. The responso to Ага шы ашы 
says Vicor VP MG Mozo. 


her album. 

"Pagdating ng Panahon" has 
taken the industry by storm, It has 
revived interest in Aiza. Now al- 
most every TV producer in town 
‘wants to feature her on their show. 

А second Aiza Seguerra album 


is being prepared. "Pagdating" the 
album, meanwhile, could be on its 
way to becoming a five-time plati- 
num before yearend. 
On Aug. 4, Aiza performs in a 
solo concert at the Music Museum, 
Aiza's time has arrived. Again, 


few surprises and dearth of motives 


By RUBEN 
M. CRUZ JR. 


JAMES Patterson's 
novels may not be 
Pulitzer Prize mate- 
rial, but as escapist en- 
tertainment they're 
right on 
themoney. 
Sadly, 
none of 
the two 
film translations of his 
‘books, “Kiss the Girls" 
and the recent "Along 
Came a Spider," have 
approximated the ex- 
citement that his thrill- 
ers bring to readers, 

For a film catego- 
rized as a suspense- 
thriller, “Spider” has to 
work doubly hard just. 
to keep the attention of 
the audience. It opens 
quite promisingly with 
а short but gripping 
prologue involving 
Patterson's hero, de- 
tective and psyche 
doctor Alex Cross, in 
а serial-killer bust that 
claims his partner's 
life and consequently 
drives him into a self- 
imposed exile 

The scene, though 
blotted by phony digi- 
tal effects, is a grabber 
and is executed pre 
cisely like the sus} 
penseful opening of d 
Patterson novel. It sets, 
an engaging tone, 
which unfortunately 
the film is never able 
to sustain. 

I've read all of 
Patterson's books, in- 


“Spider,” though re- 
taining the characters 
and the broad storyline 
of the book, circum- 
vented some of the 
book's elements. Per- 
haps the convoluted 
plot structure of the 
original would have 
been too 
difficult 


to trans- 


pecially one that only 
runs for an hour and a 
half. 


Preposterous, 

illogical 

The result а sus- 
pense-thriller that has 
lost much of its 
“Patterson-ness.” The. 
abbreviations em- 
ployed by writer 
Michael Moss diluted 
the credibility of the 
characters, most espe- 
cially the villains, and 
the condensed story- 
telling made the film's 
few surprises seem as 
if they were pulled out 
of ahat. They are pre- 
posterous and illogical 
because of the dearth 
of relevant informa- 
tion, like motives, for 
instance. 

In his books, 
Patterson does create 
some of the most 
imaginative twists but 
he relates them in a 
way that always ap- 

ble. Some- 


how he always seems 
to be able to untangle 
and synchronize the 
mesh of plot threads in 
the end, which this hy- 
brid of his book can- 
mot. 

Moss writes a plod- 
ding screenplay that 
gets too easily bogged 
down in the details, 
thereby ignoring the 
fact that there's sup- 
posed to be tense an- 
ticipation flowing 
throughout the whole 
film. After the action- 
packed kidnapping of 
a senator's daughter 
the centerof the film's 
plot—the thrills come 
in tickles. 


Saving grace 
The film, though, 

makes one deviation 

from Patterson that be- 


comes its saving grace, 
in fact the saving grace 
of the entire franchise 
of films that have been 
and would be based оп 
Patterson's novels: 
The adaptations fash- 
ion the character of 
Alex Cross after Mor- 
gan Freeman. 

In the Patterson 
novels, Cross is much 
younger, good looking 
and sexier. He's a babe 


in “Kiss the Girls,” 
T've been reading the 
Patterson novels with 
his voice in my mind. 

Freeman exudes 
such a powerful and 
intimate presence on 
screen. His elderly 
Alex Cross is a guru 
wrestling with inner 
demons, a struggle that 
he never lets affect his 
proficiency or his calm 
demeanor. 


magnet, a brainy ver- When Freeman's 
sion of Shaft. If you Cross speaks, he 
would think of an ac- speaks with a benevo- 


tor who'd suit him, the 
likes of Denzel Wash- 
ington would immedi- 
ately come to mind. 
But 1 like the film 
version of Cross better. 
І must say that ever 
since Freeman first ap- 
peared as Alex Cross 


lence and sensitivity 
that makes even seem- 
ingly banal lines pro- 
found and penetrating. 
When he says, “For- 
giving yourself is the 
One thing a person can- 
not do." you remem- 
ber. The script doesn’t 
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allow a deeper charac- 
terization for Cross but 
leaves it up to Freeman 
to help the audience 
read between the lines. 
Fairly 
„entertaining 
Aside from Freeman, 
the polished look and 
feel of "Spider" makesit 
fairly entertaining. The 
musical scoring of Jerry 
Goldsmith helps inject 
some tension during 
long stretches when 
nothing — significant 
seems to be happening. 
Director Lee Tamahori 
C'Malbolland Falls” Once. 


Were Warriors") and cin- 

ematographer Matthew 

Leoneti swathes the film 

with a dark, gloomy qual- 

ity that’s perfect for the 
лге. 

Michael Wincott and 
Mika Boorem also de- 
liver noteworthy perfor- 
mances while the rest of 
the cast seem to be drift- 
ing in limbo, though 
that's not entirely their 
fault, Wincott plays Gary 
Soneji, the twisted and 
ambitious kidnapper who 
deliberately involves 
Cross in the police inves- 
tigation of his crime be- 
cause he wants the whole 


world to know how good 
he is. This guy was born 
with a face typecast for 
villainy and he uses this 
asset quite well. 

Boorem was last seen 
as one of Mel Gibson's 
daughters in “The Pa- 
шо” Here she plays the 
kidnapping victim, 
Megan Rose (there were. 
actually two kidnapping 
victims in the original 
story). The always cute 
but always listless 
Monica Potter plays one 
of her Secret Service de- 
tails who wants to help 
Cross to atone for her 
failure to protect her 


principal or VIP (In the 
book, her character be- 
comes a love interest for 
Cross). 

Though she’s given 
enough screen time, Pot- 
ter gives another forget- 
table performance. May- 
be having spent some 
time with Freeman on 
the set would help her 
become a better actor in 
her next film, 

“Spider” is not the 
most exciting suspense 

its billing 
t is, but it's not 
trash, either. It's not a 
must-see, but it’s also 
not unwatchable. 
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the power of Jet Li 


ASIAN DRAGON UNLEASHED ONCE MORE 
JET Ll, top Asian box-office superstar, teamsup with 
producer Luc Besson (director of “The Filth Element") and 
action choreographer Cory Yuen in an exciting slick, action 
thriller loaded with ferocious twofisted, fleet-footed 
fight scenes that rank with the classic street 
Bruce Lee's "Enter the Dragon" and Jet Li's own 


In an original story by Jet Li himself, he plays Liu Juan, 
а Chinese police officer trapped in a deadly conspiracy while 
оп an assignment in Paris, who comes to the aid of Jessica 
(Bridget Fonda), an American forced into prostitution by a 
villainous cop. 
Kiss fear goodbye. Witness the skill, the speed and 
n KISS OF THE DRAGON. 


OPENS IN MANILA ON AUG. 1 


fighting of 
st of 


cluding his latest, “Pop 
Goes the Weasel,” 
which I heard is up 
next for film adapta- 
tion. "Spider" is actu- 
ally his first book but 
Paramount for some 
Teason chose to make 
“Kiss the Girls” before 
it. Not that it matters, 
because one can get a 
оой sense of Alex 
ross’ world of 
psycho killers whether 
‘one sees only the se- 
juel or the prequel. 
SPBut 1 would say 
"Kiss the Girls" is bet- 
ter because its screen- 
play adaptation stuck 
closer to Patterson's 
original story, while 
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| 7th Sexy Date Movie DAY! 


ureseats.com 


Introducing, the “Tomcats,” tropa ng free- 
wheeling, sex-obsessed guys, na walang inatupag 
kung hindi maka-iskor at magbilang ng nobya. 

Nagpustahan ang barkada - sino ang huling : 
barako na di patatali sa pag-aasawa? 1 

Matapos ang ilang taon, sina Michael (Jerry 
O'Connell ng JERRY MAGUIRE) at Kyle (Jake 
Busey ng STARSHIP TROOPERS) na lang ang 
natitirang bachelor sa grupo. 

Upang manalo sa pusta, ise-set up ni Mike si 
Kyle with super-seductive Natalie (Shannon 
Elizabeth ng SCARY MOVIE, AMERICAN PIE). 
Nguni"t di niya inaasahan na тайп!а din pala siya 
sa sexing dalaga. Manalo man siya sa pusta, 
maglalaho naman ang true love niya! 

Silipin din sa hilarious sexy comedy from 
Columbia Pictures sina Playboy playmates Julia 
Schultz at Amber Smith. Rated R. 


Ваш. О. MARCELO, Editor Ш Совте S. NARISMA, Assistant Editor 
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Gov’t to issue P5B in dollar-linked IOUs 


BY CLARISSA S. BATINO the government ease the pressure on the Monetary Board welcomed the new in- I the pesoissirongerby the time the 22 points to 10861 percent forthe 182- the level ofthe Bangko Sentral's9-per- 
foreign exchange market by issuing dol- Sumentand would readily approve he debt paper matures, then the government and 364-day government debt papers, cent borrowing rate. 
‘THE GOVERNMENT will issue a low- lardinkedinssuments.Alothegovern- finance department's new borrowing. — would have additional earings. National Treasurer Sergio Edeza Camacho had promised the BSP that 
yield but dollar-linked two-and three-year теті will be borrowing at rates favor- Buenaventura said the new borrow- “Тһе instrument aims to reduce said the 91-day treasury bill rate was — the finance department would let trea- 
ЧЫ papers worth at least PS billion to able compared to the prevailing market ing would discourage people from buy- pressure on domestic imerestrateas the expected to g0 up by Sto 1Opoints next — surybillrites go up slightly to help lure 
five investors a chance to hedge against rate; Camacho said та statement. ing dollars in the spot market and invest- notes will fill in part of the financing week while rales of the longer-term in- — funds back to the treasury bill market 
fhe peso's weakness and atthe same time Sources in the financial market said ing these in dollar-denominated papers. gap that would otherwise be met byin- strument should soften by 10 t0 20 ba- from the foreign exchange market and 
help bridge a gaping budget deficit. the yields on the two-year debt paper For instance, a bank or an investor creased domestic borrowing," Camacho sis points in next week's auction ease the speculation against the peso 
"The debt papers will be paid out would be about 9.5 percent while the that would buy P100 million worth of said. “We think the market remains ner- "Ме could not let rates go up unless 
based on the peso-dollar exchange ate three-year paper would offer a yield these papers would earn a yield based Meantime, fixed-income market vous and some have a different view of А was market-driven. We did not resist 
at the time of maturity. ranging from 10.310 10.6 percent. onthe prevailing rate of wo-and three- yesterday bucked the efforts ofthe gov- е government's direction, If we would ће higher rates because there was vol- 
Finance Secretary Jose Isidro ‘The yields were comparable to the year Philippine debt papers. ferment to let the yield of the 91-day resist the higher rates, it would just be ume,” the national treasurer pointed out. 
Camacho said the government had тап. rates of he dollar-denominated Repub- But the principal amount would be treasury bills go up to help prop up the more problematic," he said. Edeza added that the treasury's de- 
dated three investment banks to under- fic of the Philippine debt papers and раі at the prevailing exchange rate at peso as the government's benchmark Edeza denied that by accepting cision to accept higher bids for longer- 
‘write the new borrowing. These are lower than treasury bill yields of 10.86 the time of maturity. Ifthe peso falls in borrowing rate slid by 23 basis points higher bids yesterday, he was giving in dated treasury bills should benefit the 
RCBC Capital, Multinational Investment percent for six-month papers two to three years to a level lower than = to 8935 percent. to the request of Finance Secretary peso since the funds would be locked- 
Bancorporation, and Deutsche Bank. Bangko Sentral Governor Rafael the time the investment was made, then Yields of longer-dsted treasury bills, Camacho to let the government's {попа 10 or Tonger than the 91-day in- 
"The issuance will be able to help Buenaventura said the policy-making the investor gets an additional retum. however, soared by 37.2basispointsand Benchmark borrowing rate align with strument. 
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(See stock market report on Page B2) 


Shares end down 


SHARES inched lower at the close 
of trading yesterday as most inves- 
tors stayed on the sidelines to await 


President Gloria Macapagal- 


Arroyo's Stato a Nation Adress aher he A LIBERATING OFFER. 
пайа loot vaders а. 
Insexendad own 1 pants r.i pereant, IT EVEN STARTS WITH 90 DAYS OF NO PAYMENT. 


The lackluster performance of the stock market 
was largely sentiment-driven, with investors frus- 
ole eae en me eee 
PE EN ene E 
И ee ere 
into action,” he said. “But that may take around 
тиеген budget deficit, + Ford gives you a new dimension of freedom — freedom from payments. This once-in 
‘gino anita ae no wank pes EREEDÜME scat on te кыа Ranger and te Fo Lyna gives you a 90-day break afar downpayment! 


has slowed down exports. АР FESTIVAL Ps. vou enioy the convenience of Ford Credits Graduated Financing Schemes 
FCDU loans down 10% With the Ford Freedom Festival, there’s no price to pay for independence. 


AWEAKER pesointhe first quarter pulled down 

thelevel of outstanding dollar loans rom locally 

operating banks by 10 percentto $6.106 bilion PORESDRRG ES JUSIS 
from $6.806 bilion a year ago. 

Data from the Bangko Sentral ng Pilpinas эо days P26,995 
showed that on а quarterto-quarier basie, the ag owa freedom, хааа 
leans from the banks! foreign currency deposit sre | соммғаумент Miale Y 
units or FCDUS slid by 2 percent from $68.242 
billion as of end-December last year. 

BSP Governor Rafael Buenaventura said i 
thedeciinein FCDU loansinthe frst quarterwas FORD LYNX GSi M/T 
due to an $80-million net payment and a $56- 
million adjustment arising from the strengthen- 20 days 
ing ofthe greenback against e рево P620,000 s pri 

From sight below 40101 atthe startofyear sre | DOWNPAYMENT ЩЫ 
2000, the peso had deteriorated to 52bytheend (ELE : a A 
ро парео dee re салии SPECIAL CASH TRANSACTION PRICE: Pan s00 TREE KEYLESS ENTRY WITH ALARM AND TRUNK RELEASE 
administration, the currency sl to a historic day 
low of 55.75 and closing low of 54.79 to $1 

The peso bounced back to 47 to 49 to $1 In 
the frst few weeks of tho Macapagal-Arroyo's 
administration only to resume its weakness 
since lao last month. оласан 

"The BSP said the peso had dropped by 7.7 St. So ome р uu rem 
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Local bourse readies listing 
of PSB in privatization bonds 


By Doris С. DUMLAO 


THE LISTING of the national government's P8 
billion worth of progress or privatization bonds. 
‘on the fixed income board of the Philippine Stock 
Exchange will finally push through next month 
or in early September. 

Roberto Juanchito Dispo, senior vice presi- 
dent of issue underwriter First Metro Investment 
Corp, told reporters that certain technical kinks 
мете still being ironed out to jumpstart the trad- 
ing of these fixed income instruments. However, 
he said these bonds would be ready for listing 
“by latter August or early September.” 

“The so-called progress bonds are five-year 
bonds issued by the national government in Au- 
gust last year with a coupon rate of 13.875 per- 
cent a year payable quarterly. The bondholders 
are given the option to exchange the bonds for 
shares or cash equivalent of government corpo- 
rations undergoing privatization. 

‘The listing of these bonds is part of the PSE's. 
efforts to offer more fixed income instruments 
to investors following the weak sentiment in the 
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market 

‘This will be the second batch of fixed-income 
instruments to be traded on the PSE's fledgling 
fixed income board. Some P30.35 billion worth 
of small-denominated treasury bonds maturing 
їп 2004 were listed on the PSE in July last year. 
‘These fixed income instruments, however, are 
still not actively traded in the stock market at 
present. 

Dispo said that the next batch of fixed income 
instruments to be listed on the PSE should gen- 
crate better interest because a system of segre- 
gation of retail and wholesale trading would be 
implemented, 

“We explained to (PSE president) Mr. 
(Ramon) Garcia that the very important factor 
needed to enliven the trade transactions is the 
proper dichotomization of the trading volume," 
Dispo said. 

“For example, in the progress bond issue, P10 
million below will be traded by the brokers while 
transactions above P10 million will be traded by 
the government securities dealers. Remember 
that (these dealers) are into wholesale trading,” 
he said. 

Dispo said that as the underwriter, FMIC 
‘would encourage the holders of the progress 
bonds to go to the PSE's fixed income board and 


MOUNTING LOSSES 


trade these instruments. 

‘Meanwhile, Dispo said that what had delayed 
the listing of the progress bonds was some tech- 
nical discussion on Which system to use. Whi 
the PSE has agreed to upgrade its Mactrade sys- 
tem, he said Telerate has also offered to put in 
place a system for the trading of these bonds. 

‘The earlier target was to list these bonds on 
the fixed income board of the local bourse last 
June 22. 

FMIC president Francisco Sebastian said: 
“Hopefully, the progress bonds will provide ad- 
ditional volume to the market. WI 
waiting for an upside, you are earning money.” 

То encourage further activity in fixed-income 
trading, the PSE is now working on a system to 
accredit all of its member-brokerage houses to 
trade fixed-income instruments. Before, there 
were only six brokers accredited to offer such 
instruments to retail clients. 

FMIC believes that this new instrument is 
exciting because it is a hybrid government secu- 
rities instrument convertible to equity stakes on 
state assets up for privatization. 

“The innovative convertibility feature of these 
instrument makes it ideal for PSE listing as it is 
cross-linked to equities,” First Metro told the 
PSE in its proposal for the listing. 


Mariwasa closes Pasig plant 


MARIWASA Manufacturing Inc. of the 
Coseteng family, one of the country’s biggest 
ceramic and tile manufacturers, yesterday an- 
nounced its decision to shut down its manufac- 
turing operations in Pasig due to continuing 
losses. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change yesterday, Mariwasa spokesperson 
Aurasa Jinawath said the company's board of 
directors approved on Friday a motion to per- 
manently close down its main factory. 

"The board directed the management to serve. 
the proper notices on all parties concerned and 
to observe the proper procedures mandated by 
law as regards the separation of employment of 
employees affected by the decision,” Jinawath 
said. 

Mariwasa was incorporated in 1963 and is 
principally engaged in the manufacture of glazed 
Ceramic floor and water tiles. It claims more than 
half of the market for these products. It earlier 
‘undertook a financial restructuring to be able to 
tap offshore markets. 

‘Analysts said that with the closure of the main 
Pasig plant, Mariwasa would likely become sim- 
ply а holding company. Another possibility, an 
analyst said, would be to transform itself into а 
trading company which could, for instance, sim- 


ply import products from the Cosetengs’ Thai 
partner, Siam Cement Public Co. Ltd., which has 
а 39-percent stake in the company. 

Since 1998, Mariwasa has been seeking to 
raise additional equity and reduce its debt. 
Among the cost-cutting measures implemented 
by the company was the reduction of inventory 
level to avoid inventory buildup and reduce 
abilities. A few years before the closure of the 
Pasig factory, it had offered an early retirement 
program for regular employees. 


‘THE LISTING of 2,388,996 common shares of 
RFM Corp. is set for today. 

ACESITE (Philippines) Hotel Corp. will hold 
its annual stockholders’ meeting on Aug. 15 at 
4 pm. at the Nautilus I of the Holiday Inn Ma- 
nila, Ermita, Manila. Record date is set on June 
30. 

WISE Holdings Inc. will hold its annual stock- 
holders’ meeting on July 30 at 9 am. at the 
Boardroom, 16/F Tower I, The Enterprise Cen- 
ter, Makati. Record date is set on June 18. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 


We, the 333 Investors’ Group Association, Inc. (hereinafter, the "Group") strongly urge you, 
Madam President, to immediately recall the appointment of Edgardo B. Espiritu as a Special Envoy to 
Multilateral and Bilateral Financial Institutions with the titular rank of Ambassador-at-large. 


We were gravely alarmed and extremely apprehensive when we learned of the appointment of 
Edgardo B. Espiritu. We cannot, however, allow our feelings of disappointment to overwhelm us. 
Through this Open Letter, we wish to bring to light certain facts with more than justify our vehement and 
categorical opposition to the appointment of Mr. Espiritu: 


* Mer. Espiritu was an integral member of the previous administration as former President Estrada's 
Finance Secretary. His current appointment under the Arroyo Administration is tantamount 
to according him diplomatic immunity from any and all legal actions for which he may be 


We are victims of the fraudulent investment scheme perpetrated by Westmont Investment 
Corporation (WINCORP), a corporation in which Mr. Espiritu was once a major 
stockholder and prime mover. In fact, his son John Anthony Espiritu was, until recently, 
the Chairman of the Board of Directors of WINCORP. It should not be overlooked that the. 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), after conducting a thorough and impartial 
investigation, found WINCORP, its directors and officers, as well as the various branch 
managers of Westmont Bank - UOB Phils. were criminally and civilly liable for the 
"Confirmation Advice” documents issued since the same were “with recourse” documents. 


His appointment has made us extremely apprehensive that the DOJ Investigation, which has 
remained unresolved despite the lapse of more than three (3) months since it was 
deemed submitted for resolution, will be "railroaded" or “white wash 
son, John Anthony Espiritu and “CRONIES” 
personally appear to face the charges against him. WE DECRY THE CONTINUING 
FAILURE OF THE D.O,J. TO RESOLVE THE PENDING COMPLAINTS AGAINST 
WINCORP ANDU.O.B.BRANCH MANAGERS/OFFICERS!!! 


In view of the WINCORP Controversy, we believe that the credibility of Mr. Edgardo В. 
Espiritu has been greatly eroded and diminished. We feel that he is not longer qualified to be 
appointed as a diplomatic representative of the country ESPECIALLY IN MATTERS 
INVOLVING FINANCIAL NEGOTIATIONS/BILATERAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
WITHOTHER COUNTRIES. 


Madam President, we strongly urge your administration to immediately recall the appointment 
of Edgardo B. Espiritu. Your administration must not permit that our laws and the orderly administration. 
of justice will be disregarded and desecrated, We challenge you to make good on your promises of 
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THE BOARD of 
Mariwasa Manufac- 
turing Inc. approved 
the motion to perma- 
nently stop the manu- 
facturing operations of 
its plant located at 
Ortigas Ave. Exten- 
sion, Bo. Rosari 
Pasig City, due to con- 
tinued losses. 
Elected directors of A 
Brown Co. Inc. were 
Walter Brown, 
Annabelle. Brown, 
Victor Juat, Patricia 
Anne Juat, Josefina 
Anita King, Guido 
Alfredo Delgado, 
Johnny Hernandez, 
Gerardo Lanuza Jr., 
Amador Bacani, 
Robertino Pizarro and 
Emmanuel Bautista. 
ALASKA Milk Corp. 
‘on July 20 purchased 
300,000 ofits shares at 
P2.02 per share and 
20,000 shares at P2.06 
per share for the 
company's stock buy 
back program. 
ELECTED directors of 
United Paragon Min- 
ing Corp. were 
Alfredo — Ramos, 
Eduardo Castillo, 
Carlos Dominguez, 
Maximo Licauco Ш, 
Ricardo Miguel 
Ramos, Manuel Recto 
and Augusto Sunico. 

an 
ELECTED directors of 
MacroAsia Corp. 
were Washington 
Sycip, Mariano 
Tanenglian, Lucio Tan 
Jr. Joseph Chua, Jaime 
Bautista, George 
Sycip, Wee Ah Kee, 
Hans Sy and Peter 
Рауйа, 

m 
PURE Foods Corp. 
disclosed the resigna- 
tion of Ma. Belen С. 
Buensuceso ав director 
and elected as new one 
was Delfin L. Lazaro, 
Compiled by Ray 
Leyesa, PDI Research 
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Members oppose 


plan to put 


up casino 


at Subic Yacht Club 


By Сп, C. CABACUNGAN JR. 


CREDITOR banks of the Subic 
Bay Waterfront Development 
Corp. (SBWDC) are moving to 
firm up their control of the board. 
in order to carry out a plan to build 
a Las Vegas-type family entertain- 
ment center at the Subic Yacht 
Club. 

But restaurateur Victor "Vic- 
Vic" Villavicencio is leading а 
group of club members to oppose 
the establishment of a casino at the 
Subic Yacht Club, which he 
founded. 

Villavicencio used to control 
SBWDC until the 12 creditor 
banks, led by Land Bank of the 
Philippines, foreclosed on the 
businessman's РІ billion in loans 
early this year. 

The creditor banks 
have proposed to im- " 
prove the services of- 
fered by the facility 
and increase revenues. 
by allowing them to 
name 10 instead of 
five nominees on 
Subic Yacht Club's 
L1-member board. 

The banks are keen 
on taking over the 
club's operations in 
order to make it more 
attractive to investors 
in line with its plan to 
sell its interest through 
а bidding tentatively 
set on Aug. 2 this year. 

‘The creditor banks, 
as a group, are the 
single biggest stock- 
holder of the Subic 
Yacht Club owning 40 
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ea 
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дау operations of ће club with his 
cousin Jose Mari L. Vargas as gen- 
eral manager. 

The creditor banks are pushing 
for the establishment of a second 
casino in Subic at the Subic Yacht 
Club to attract a steady stream of 
customers especially during week- 
days. The banks want the Philip- 
pine Amusement and Gaming 
Corp. to run the proposed Subic 
Yacht Club casino alongside the 
Legenda casino, which is run by a 
private firm. 

The creditor banks stressed that. 
they were planninlg to put up not 
only a casino but also other enter- 
tainment facilities that will cater to 
the entire family much like Las Ve- 
gas where tourists flock to go not 
only to casinos but also to other en- 
tertainment centers. 
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Heinz to expand in RP 


By TINA ARCEO-DUMLAO 


FOOD processing giant HJ. Heinz Co. 
Of the United States has identified the 
Philippines as one of its four priority 
areas for investment in the Asia-Pacific 
region. The others are Indonesia, China 
and Thailand. 

‘This was revealed by William В. 
Johnson, Heinz chair and chief execu- 
tive officer, who was in Manila yester- 
day on a short visit as part of his Asia- 
Pacific tour. Johnson left yesterday af- 
ternoon after paying President 
Macapagal-Arroyo a courtesy visit. 

Johnson told the Inquirer that Heinz 
remained bullish on the Philippine mar- 
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et despite the economic and political 
upheavals on expectations that the Phil- 
ippines will eventually recover. 

“We are very positive towards the 
Philippines and we are looking to in- 
‘crease our presence here. We are com- 
mitted to Asia because we feel that it is 
the area outside the US and Europe 
where Heinz will grow,” Johnson said 
in the interview Sunday night. 

Johnson said Heinz was looking at an 
increased share of the market in the tomato 
ketchup business through its partnership 
with Nutri-Asia, the holding company of 
Universal Food Corp. and Southeast Asia 
Food Ine. 

UFC manufactures UFC Banana Catsup 
while SAFI manufactures other major ba- 


папа catsup brands Papa and Jufran, as well 
as the Datu Puti and Mang Tomas brands of 
sauces and condiments, 

Plans, however, are underway for Heinz 
to introduce its other products such as con- 
diments, snacks and meals and different 
types of sauces. 

HJ. Heinz is one of the world's leading. 
marketers of branded foods to supermarkets 
and restaurants with over $10 billion in sales 
as of last year. Из 50 companies operate in 
200 couniries and distribute more than just 
the Heinz tomato ketchup. 

HJ. Heinz also manufactures tuna, fro- 
zen food, infant food and pet food. Из prod- 
ucts serve different income markets from the 
low-end to high-end buyers and also ser- 
vices the requirements of food outlets such 
as McDorald's, Burger King and Wendy's. 
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BALD? 
RUN YOUR 
‚ FINGERS 
THROUGH 
Youn ~ 
HAIR AGAIN! 


It you feel 
uncomfortable being 
bald or tired of wearing 
poorly designed 
hairpleces to conceal 
it, come to Svenson 
International and 
have real hair again, 


^ revolution in hair. 


Reconstruction (CTR) 
isthe worlds fst and oniy 
‘non-surgical skin graft 
replacement. Based on 
the science of applied 
virtual skin technology, it 
involves the application 
"of hair recy to the scalp 
ina sale, dormatologcaly 
correct fashion. It Is 
seamless, unnoticeable, 
and requires no dally 
maintenance. becomes 
a physical part f you, not 
something you wear. It 
gives you the realistic 
appearance о! hair 
growing right from the 
bald spot. itis virally 
undetectable, even to a 
conscious probing touch, 


For deals regarding this 
breakthrough in hair 
replacement technology, 
call or visit Svenson 
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percent or 1,200 
shares of the club's 
3,000 outstanding 
shares. However, 
Villavicencio contin- 
ues to run the day-to- 
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Scrutinize. 


We've designed our new packaging to be 
as distinct as possible. So take a closer 
look just to be sure it's the real thing. 
Because nothing protects your work like 
original hp inkjet print cartridges. 
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US dollar is not too strong—Treasury chief 


WASHINGTON-—US Treasury Secretary Paul 
O'Neill said Sunday the dollar was not too strong at 
its current levels, as a strong dollar continued to be 
of benefit to the US economy. E 

“No,” O'Neill replied when asked by an inter- 
viewer on Fox News Sunday whether the dollar was 
{oo strong. "I believe a strong dollar is in the inter- 
ests of the United States.” 

(O'Neill had laughed at the question—a query that 
had almost become a ritual in his encounters with 
reporters. 

Не had already said he would rent New York's 
#Yankee stadium and а brass band" as a suitable 
venue for any announcement of a change in US ex- 
hange-rate policy, he jokingly reminded the Fox in- 
terviewer. 

"Until then, anything anyone might say notwith- 
standing, we're not going to change the strong dol- 
Jar policy,” he said. 

O'Neill said he believed the US economy had 
turned the corner—in apparent contradiction with the 
тоге pessimistic comments from Federal Reserve 
Chair Alan Greenspan earlier this week. 

"The US economy could be set to bounce back to 
a 3-percent annual gross domestic product growth by 
next year, O'Neill said. 

“We're going to see a return to a better rate of 
real growth in the fourth quarter and into next year. 


Most of us are looking for something over 3-percent 
real growth in 2002," 

Greenspan on Wednesday said the US economy 
was slowly emerging from a period of "sub-par" per- 
formance, but that “uncertainties surrounding the 
current economic situation are considerable, and the 
risks would seem to remain mostly tilted toward 
‘weakness in the economy." 

The foreign-exchange markets were kept on edge 
by a comment from US President George W. Bush 
оп Thursday, which he reiterated Sunday, about the 
теме of the dolar. 

"The best way to determine the price of the dollar 
is to let the market determine that price,” Bush said 
Thursday. 

Presidential comments on the level of the green- 
back have become a rarity since the time of Bush's 
predecessor, Bill Clinton, who opted to avoid remarks 
likely to influence the foreign exchange markets. 

These markets now parse with close attention any 
remarks made by members of the Bush administra- 
tion, as the US manufacturing sector increasingly ar- 
gues that dollar strength is putting a drag on exports. 

‘The strong dollar has also been inked by some com- 
‘mentator to Argentina's current financial woes, on the 
grounds that with the Argentine peso pegged to the dol- 
Tar, exporters there are also finding their products over- 
priced for many markets. AFP 


Japan's June trade surplus falls 


TOKYO- Japan's trade surplus with the world fell 
36.1 percent in June from a year ago for the fifth 
straight month of year-on-year decline, the govem- 
ment said Monday. 

"The merchandise trade surplus—the measure of 
ali goods exported minus those imported—eame 
14 761.7 billion yen ($6.19 billion), the Finance Min 
istry sid. 

"The June surplus was larger than expected 
Economists surveyed by Dow Jones Newswires had 
estimated that Japan would report a surplus of 739.4 
billion yen ($6.01 billion). 

Also, the ministry announced that Japan's trade 
surplus for the first six months of 2001 fell 44 per- 
cent on year to 3.20 trillion yen ($25.9 billion). 

Exports in the January-June period fell 0.1 percent 
оп year to 25.03 uillion yen ($203 billion) while im- 
poris grew 12.8 percent to 21.83 vilion yen ($177 bik 


lion). The trade surplus with the United States fell 6.1 
percent to 346 trillion yen ($28.1 billion) in the period. 

June's surplus followed declines of 86.1 percent 
in May, 41.6 percent in April, 17 percent in March 
and 25.4 in February. In January, Japan posted a mer- 
chandise trade deficit for the first time in four years. 

‘The United States and other trading partners have 
Jong urged Japan to cut its surplus by stimulating 
domestic demand for imports. But consumer sp 
ing here has remained sluggish amid high unemploy- 
‘ment aggravated by corporate restructuring and а 
prolonged economic slump. 

Japan's at times politically sensitive surplus with 
the United States also fell, declining 8.3 percent in 
June on year to 586.1 billion yen ($4.77 billion), the 
ministry said. For the first six months of this year, it 
declined 6.1 percent to 3.46 trillion yen ($28.1 bil- 
ion) AP 


McDonald's Japan goes public 


TOKYO The arrival of McDonald's in Japan helped 
change the eating habits of а nation—wooing rice-lov- 
ers o burgers and fries, making fast food a part of 
eryday lile and marking the birth of a business empire. 

‘Thirty years Inter, McDonald's Co, Japan is be- 
‘coming a publicly listed company—a first among the 
McDonald's operations outside the United States— 
making its initial public offering Thursday on the 
Jasdaq market for ventures, 

‘Aca price of 4,300 yen ($35) per share for 26.2 
million shares, the IPO is expected to earn about 50. 


billion yen ($405 million) and promises to be one of 
the hottest in Japan this year. 

Going public is part of McDonald's move to grow 
even bigger and raise its corporate profile even 
higher in Japan. 

‘McDonald's rendered "Ма-а" in Japanese short 
hand——is believed to control about 65 percent ofthe fast- 
food burger market here, racking up 430 billion yen (53.5 
billion) in sales and serving 1.3 billion customers a year. 
"That works out to every Japanese visiting а Golden 
Arches an average of 10 times a year, АР 


PEOPLE wait atthe counter ina McDonald's in Tokyo. The arrival of McDonald's in Japan helped change the eating habits ofa 
nation, wooing ice lovers toburgers and fries, making fast-food a part of everyday life and marking the birth of a business empire. 
Thirty years later, McDonald's Co. Japan is becominga publicly listed company, a first among the McDonald's outside the United 
States, making its initial public offering next Thursday on the Jasdaq market for ventures, a 


G8 leaders say rioters 
drown out help for poor 


GENOA, Italy—World leaders wrapped up 
a summit here complaining their achieve- 
ments for the poor were drowned out by ri- 
ots, in which a demonstrator was shot dead. 

"The Group of Eight powers say violence 
has overshadowed their launch ofa $1.3-bil- 
lion global fund to fight AIDS and a com- 
mitment to help lift Africa out of poverty. 

"For the first time, we have actually got 
а positive, definitive process and plan for 
dealing with the problems of Africa, and 
yet if you measure the amount of coverage 
for protests and Africa, it would have been 
a ratio of 10 to one in favor of the riots,” 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair said. 
“The world has gone mad when that is the 
The leaders conceded their summits 

oversized, 

has become a very, very big thing. Itis 
getting out of control,” said Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien, who was to host next 
year's G8 summit from June 26 to 28 in the 
Rocky Mountain resort of Kananaskis in the 


‘Canadian province of Alberta 

G8 delegations, now numbering up to 
900 people, would be slashed to а maxi- 
mum of 35 each, he said. “If you want to 
‘come, bring a sleeping bag." 

But the leaders refused to abandon future 
summit meetings in the face of violence. 

“Lam sorry there were some people hurt, 
but we have to meet," said a determined 
Chretien, 

“We are discussing some very serious 
problems, he said at the end of the three- 
day meeting here, where streets littered with 
smashed glass are dotted with looted stores, 

“If the anarchists want to destroy de- 
mocracy, we will not let them succeed,” 
Chretien added. "We have to meet and we 
are going to meet.” 

їп a strident answer to protesters’ criti- 
cisms, the G8 leaders issued a final 
communiqué in defense of globalization 
after the biggest demonstrations mounted 
since violent protests erupted in Seattle in 
December 1999. AFP 


7:00 ат Registration 
8:00 ат Wolcome Remarks 
Агу Canumay, Interin-President, 
PhiWAPP 
‘Winning in the Wireless Revolution 
How wireless technology will change 
the way we live and work. 
Peter S. Cohan 
1 demo “i-mode” 
A guided tour of the world's most 
successful wireless strategy 
Takeshi Natsuno, Executive Director, 
Gateway Business Dept, NTT DoCoMo 
1015a BREAK 
10:45 am Panel Discussion: Tho Wireless 
Pinoy 
How the Filipino has embraced wireless 
technology and the impact this wil 
have in the country's future 
Moderator: Michael Alan Hamlin 
Panelists to speak on: 
= the Globe experience 
the sociology of "texting" and its 
implications on the country 
11:45 am Close of Plenary 
2:00 рт BUSINESS TRACK 
- Wireless Portals, Gaming and 
Entertainment (Ericsson) 
+ Wireless Marketing (Globe Telecom] 
Wireless Financial Services (Globe 
Telecom] 
- Wireless CRM (Globe Telecom) 
- Wireless Enterprise Resource. 
Management (IBM) 
- Wireless PDA Applications (Mapalad) 
+ Wireless Data Mining (Nokia) 
TECH TRACK 
- WAP: Today and Future (Nokia) 
- GPAS/2.5G AND 3G Infrastructure. 
(Globe Telecom] 
- SMS, EMS and MMS [Ericsson] 
+ Wireless Java/J2ME (Sun) 
-XML in Wireless Appication/Web to 
WAP (IBM) 
+ Wireless location-based services 
(Nokia) 
+ Bluetooth (Ericsson) 


8:15am 


6-40 pm Closing Session and Rafa 

Spocial Sessions at tho P2P Room (on-going) 
(Prospocts to Partnorshipa) 

‘Scheduled talks from kay companies for 
nterosted wireless application and technology 
devolopors on how to make a profit In the 
Wireless business, 

1:00 pm Nokia 

1:30 рт Globe Telecom 

200pm IBM 

2:30 рт Ericsson 

3:00 pm Wireless Sorvicos Авіа 

3:30pm IdoaFarm 

4 Globo Telecom 


pm 
4:30 pm Sun Microsystems 
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PRESENTED BY 
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It you pay on Aug. 7 
+ Corporate 

+ Student. 

+ Faculty 

* PRIWAPP Mombor. 


AVAIL OF THE 
EARLY BIRD RATES 
DURING PRE-REGISTRATION 


Special discounts 
{or PhIWAPP 
mombors before 

Jy 27, Cal ToumAsla 


regular 


Name 


м. 


БЕ 


2/ Cinemo Lobby 


Groorbol Mall 
(ют 10am to 7pm) 


pre-register 
"Corporate. 
E 
fealty 


IN COOPERATION WITH 


Gloomy view 
highlights 
Fed debate 


WASHINGTON—As Wall Street analysts 
listened to Alan Greenspan's surprisingly 
downbeat testimony on the US economy 
last week, a telling moment came when a 
lawmaker asked him to pinpoint the timing 
of a recovery. 

The Federal Reserve chief hesitated, 
then said reluctantly, “If 1 have to make а 
forecast toward the end of this year, we will 
see things improving and clearly so next 
year 

Fed watchers said the chair's reticence 
underscored a difference of opinion within 
the marbled walls of the central bank 
Greenspan was more worried than many of 
his colleagues that economic events could 
worsen before they get better. 

“The crucial question is: How much eco- 
nomic stimulus do we have in the pipeline?” 
said economist Jan Hatzius of Goldman 
Sachs in New York. Reuters 


ә DIAMOND SPONSORS 


Beyond WAPPcceleration vill help Fiipino businesses to jumpstart efforts to take advantage of the wireless. ~“? oN 
revolution. The symposium will explore the strategic and technical factors necessary for any company to win in 
the wireless revolution. Beyond WAPPcceleration will provide strategic knowledge to CEOs, corporate 
planners, business analysts, marketing managers, sales executives, manufacturers, service specialists, CIOs, IT 
professionals, application developers and entrepreneurs. 


mode” with NTT DoCoMo's Takes! 


\, 


latsuno. With over 24-milion subscribers, NTT DoCoMo's i- 


winning in the wireless revolution 
the 2nd philippine wireless technology symposium 


Beyond WAPPccelera 
эп august 7, 2001 at the makati shangri-la Hm 
piease sign me up! 


| will attend the [ ] Business Track [ ] Tech Track 


FirmvOrganizatior/School .. 
TitloPosltion .. 
‘Address .. 


Mobile Phone 


mode service is the industry leader and the paradigm for all the worlds telcos. Learn from Takeshi Natsuno, executive director of NIT 
DoCoMo's Gateway Business Department as he shares the proven strategies of the world's most successful wireless service. Mr. 
Natsuno oversees the strategic alliances for i-mode with application/content providers and key players in the Internet industry 
worldwide. Plus, get a preview of FOMA (Freedom of Mobile Multimedia Access) the world's first 3G service. 


Technology strategists and best-selling author Peter Cohan wil discuss how wireless technology is changing the way we live and 
work today. Cohan’s management consulting firm has helped clients — many of them global leaders in t 
computer networking, systems integration end semiconductors — to identify, evaluate and profit from new business opportunities 
created by changing technology. A venture capitalist, Cohan is building a growing portfolio of Intemet venture investments. 


A frequent speaker and TV commentator on high technology, Cohan has authored four books: e-stacks: Finding the 
Hidden Blue Chips Among the Internet Imposters; e-Proft: High Payoff Strategies for Capturing the E-Commerce 
Edge; Net Profit: How to Invest and Compete in the Real World of Internet Business; and The Technology Leaders: 
How America's Most Profitable High-Tech Companies Innovate Their Way to Success, 


communications, 


Y 


РА 


тети SILVER SPONSORS 


Noto: Registration fee covers morning and afternoon snacks. 


WIN IN THE WIRELESS REVOLUTION! 
You may register online at www.wappcoelaration.com. 
Or sondan amali to Ms, Melynn Nuyda at 
mbnuyda@teamasia.com. 

Or fox this form to 8425237, 5480914 

For quires, call TeamAsia at 8076370, 5460808 
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LASSIFIEDS 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


P230 per column centimeter P65 per line 
(Ай prices exclusive of B-VAT) 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondaysto Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 
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REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


Christian Gare Contor 
Private Drug Rehabilitation 
For Addlets 420-1429 


‘SKIN PEEL & WHITENING 
WARTS PIMPLES SCARS 

HAIRLOSS Ex SWEAT VO-STD 
15 Annapolis, Greenhills 
Gil 7276124 t0 25 9am-7pm 


STD & PROSTATE CLINIC 
Мата 9217068 
Cebu 0322337727 


vosto CLINIC 1817571 
MATRNCO BLOG. 2178 РЇ 
МКТ $-2рт DR. GATAN 


PIST Stc! Engr 8819158 
P400 ManualAvtocad 7285685 


PAT Land SumeyPGT Hse 
‘Big Plan/Permit 728-2605 


EE 
BE SLIM 2443937 
‘Sting Program 521-9663 
к= 


ASK AMES NF 24 RS SERVICES 
БТ 10% HOSME 


‘Ask DJ 0919-5973709 (M) 

Escort Masseur Vinz 8513462 
H-H-M-S MALE 7314018 
Male #16 Palanan 7320659 
Male Masseur 4101234 
sNeyMtabuay М04383570 


*SPICEBOYS  INT'Le 
HOTLINE-5758150 


UNWIND МЕ Mic 7520437 
iP 8912579 08193591771 
С 2 

24 HR/Zoren/09173849954 
Вейех Vince 09196658730 


у, TUTORIAL LESSONS 


All Subjects 0916-3298344 


LA LUZ 5268216/70 


First Cass Subd, Dev't 
GREENFIELD ESTATES 
Prime View Lots P7.00 & Up 

WESTGROVE HGTS 
Sta. Rosa Р65Т/п° & Up 
AYALA ALABANG 
12M, 15M, 20M, 30M 
NEW MAGALLANES 
Comm Res 
MKTI CONDOS 
ROCKWELL 
7M. 12M & Up 28R-38R 
ESEVENOW CSS AST ST 
to 600-1146 «09175752258 


LAS PINAS 


LA1870 Bung 3BR 2T8 GD 
Loc. neg rush 874-9074/75 


LAZOA Bu 
1.6M nog rus 


MAKATI 


зва NR Sch 
874-207475 


Bell 2 VILNice Hse Сай Zeny 
Palmes 842-4704 DB Only 


Mand, H&L 25у A-300m* 
(all 534-6810 Jojo 


1811m lll St Marikina His 
Raquel 634-1212 
тіле new Sr 2M 9487112 


460m?" Nr Ultra Robinson 
Circle Raquel «634-1212 


Bo. Capitoiyo LA 375m 38 3b. 
Call 746-1825 Janet 


Caplloljo Pasig 631-2496 


Dora Juana Subd Pasig 
- ATH ABR «915-5177 


 GREENWOODS HSE & LOT 
Cal 534-6610 Jojo 


Quezon CITY 


BOLA 420FA Р7.5М near 
Cong V Vis 4333284 Frank 


Baler 0С 1300 wise Rollin 
Naw Ма L625 V Lot eu Ша 
L280 2Siry Сай 928-1458 


531-1384 
531-0390/95 


Talon Las Pinas LA 204w 338, 
2718 ng РММ 874-8074775 


Hilsboro LA 400 Prime Loe 
7500m" rush 874907475 


Exec. Heights 
Brgy Sunvalley  LARD6m? 
2M 0917-8143792 


Executive Hts. Paue 300m” 
Wot 7277505 Ой Hour 


quon CITY 
Capitol Homes ПС 57 
Спотот 


Corinthian Gardens, Q.C. 
PASM * Сай 658-2410 


Cotan QC 1Мм5ёт' 23T/n* 
Neg. Cal 658-2410 


EDSA bet. O> Ave & Timog 
"1650 3OT/m * 928-3287 


GREENVIEW EXEC. VILL. 
1508 184m'O4, STB 1766 


Agricultural and Antipolo 
Maen Manet UA 2 bn 21156 
Antipolo City proper Commercial 
17%а' 698-2115/16 


Binangonan Rial Overlooking 
Read tto! 858-2115716 


etd ti за Taytay nl Arti 
stone ШТУ 


FITUS 
annecil is as GITE 


Tutorial 840-2059 c/o Juv 
р MSCHUMEUS ~ 


Website for only P500 
Ayr Hosting 282-6137 


[ nouso ioes 


BEST MAD 711160277115039 


Efficient Trained Maids 
873-5271 * 873-5062 


GOODMAIDS 913-3005 


ANNIVERSARY PROMO x 


Lowest Office Fat 
Prov! & Cy All Around 


Malds Cook Yaya H's Boy 
"villae Nafonwide 
rr 873-7067 47425 

ЧИП ПЕ 

ips RH 78 
Munti & Pue: 807-5788 * 852-3508. 


ep Agony 6228378532107 


Home Maid Specialist 
‘Cail Tol. 880 


Low Rate Маш 0288882 
Maids Driver 3884375 4128728 
E. пин 77] 
14 FT ELF 7421457 
L-BAHAY 0206784 4540820 
*CHEAP LBAHAY 8200424« 
CLOSE VAN 7327808 
LBAHAY 7113540 


L-BAHAY 712-16-92 


*LIPAT«731-0833 


G'meadows bnew pool р 
F700 L800« йеп Sbr 658241 


‘tye Subt, Cainta багай; 
[IX ILE 


Тиши ew Up 8 Doun Ц 
[Dope 
149885 (ears 00) 


me 


New Manila 4BR 28 Car 
Nice 7277508 = 6714421 


‘Woodside NManila П.С 
315-5177 


No Down Payment 
Pre Seling Ready W% D P. 
№. Megamal / Shangrila 

a 6485/0915 200215 Мат 


Rush! Pioneer Highlands 
2% 3.8M 08009178143792 


Various Handels 
Towmouss 5348610 Sojo 


Wack’ Twin Tur B 1BR а 
288 -Rush * 534-6610 Jojo 


DJT Pasig BR 
915-5177 


Ortigas Center 38R New 
534-5525 « 0919-7847840 


Ortigas 5.12288 SYrs 0% 
int. 7871-2049 © 671-9851 


Renaissance 2000 Rush! 
DBO 201210 09178143792 


Loyola His Nr. Ateneo att 
19840150 « 09194041057 


Nara HTS. Mariposa Nice 
эй 5.2M 918-5177 


Me West Ave 4sty Thse 488 
Scar бүре 65M + 928-3267 


Saleen 2388 Terms 
Alloriabie Tel. 414-0573 


TSora 38R+imd ZTBP2 514 
Zcgrge 080 0917-8143732 


WSIDE NMLA 6M UP 
ОТ Pasig 3.5M 915-517 


Hoover San Juan ЗВ 3.9M 
Fom 7277806 * 6714421 


‘San Juan Nr. Xavier School 
Zevel 2Pig * 908-3267 


LA450 РАЗ00 Ind’! Valley 
Raquel 634-1212 


Mira Nila QC 354FA Sbr 
Sb 3sty 180А 55M 
9289714/9279600/4532899 


New Manila 587m! ит 
3sty Cheap 11.5M 928-3267 


NR Mindanao Ave 14300 
Bungalow 3BR 671-4421 


PHILAM TEL. 915-5177 


SN PEDRO 7 vr Chans 
NOVA Р 6M LAT44 FAO 
28R wigrge garden DBO 

418-6533 + 0017-4848956 


Studio Туро Tel 3731894 


‘seVISTAse БВ Tunhse 
7M пер Call 435-2348 


aint, Rizal LAY20m 3BR 
PSOT «Call 658-2410 


[г занан 


802m" GBR with Pool N. 
Grills Raqual * 834-1212 


hills Gud Buy Bom" 
РЗАМ corner OBA 671-4421 


Breenhlls San Juan P25M 
ABO * 858-410 


SOVERLOOKING TAAL Lake 
Thso Furn РЗ storey (зев to 
appreciate] Ask 4.7M 
nr Hotonda 2826037 Nally 

LI 7 3 
75M 


Canyonlands Gross 7 S 


мп пе0817- 
No DP P2,414/mo. 2820137 


Saint Anthony, Cainta Rizal 
P2.500/m 638-2410, 


Taytay Rizal Commercial Indes- 
ial obo 58-21516 


Vista Varte Сана Rizal Viera SL 
Sadh los té БЕЛП 


Ти has. PSU? along South 
SuperHway.652-0227 


4.3 ӨР Lac. ape Su. 
cla San de Tae 


[IT 


200 tas. uana to 4,000 эн. 
(ш Frontage Lh. 80007 


40 has Pada? Beside Port ot 
Entry 652-0227 


уйла Hway Cor Gov. 
07. 372на 15007 652-0227 


BAGUIO 500m* 
Clean Tte (077) 773-1806 
ог 0918-5338097 Rene 


Bal Sta. Rosa 
"UeTü0sam + 815-8177. 


Cavite Light industrial Park 

As, Ta DEY wo, Interest 

‘Along Maguyam Rá, Car- 
mona Cavite 

Tel 636-6108 - Jom 


gu 
SA жони ps 
LEO T4 
CUTE A 
ang Pos anes at 
Conta RAMON 2530638 
BEN 8255112 
LOURDES 620-3623 


Met LA 260m 6.5000 НА, 
Шинин 874-0074775 


Низа LA 400m 7500m" 
874-007475 


‘Annapolis Greenhilis 38А 
wih View * 828-3267 


HorseShoe 3BR. 
915-5177 


PASADENA DRIVE 2 STY 
Townhouse * 928-3257 


Prince David Loyola. 
1ай 2.5M * 915-5177 


ка 
Airways à Bluswater СЗ 
368 "Rush 633-7602/03 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


Ад 288 2nd Fir cor Angono 
А Home S. 810019 


Up&Down Tel. 896-18-20 
Up&Down Tel. 396-18-20 


Aad Santos 127 7816310 
^ MARIKINA 

пе Ateneo 288 178. 

Моав PBT 681-86 
wonen 7i 


2br 1th Cubao 011-8482 


VICE PRES. FOR SALES 


п Male or Female 
w Compensation (Negotiable) 
А least 24 years oid а up 
College graduate with experience in 
Real Estate Transactions 
Apply at 
‘QUADRA STAR REALTY CORPORATION 
6С 6th Fir. Globe Telecom Plaza, 
Pioneer Highlands Condominium 


Pioneer SL, Mandaluyong Сау 
Tel Мо. 631-7851 


TAHANAN 
VILLAGE, Paranaque 
‘Bedrooms, ‘Toilet & Bath- 
Toom. Оса room. garage, 
very nie and newiy reno- 
valed. Call VICKY 
EDGAR’ -Monday - Saturday 
between _$ап-5рт 
Tel no. 912-6620 / 437-5120 


‘SCT AREA SBR NEW 35T 
ONLY 410m* 2420922 


Montecito Canluba 
ЗЭ Blew SOT «915-51 


FL. Boni Apovi 3Thse 38R 
Та 7277808 * 6714421 


Regency Salcedo V. Penthse 
IST + 155177 


nr Shangrila 4BR 278 
438-922%0919-8617534 


ASTORIA PLAZA 
ORTIGAS 
182 Bedrooms 
For Lease or Sale 


Ready for Move-in 
Tel # 631-39-29 « Donna. 


Pacific Plaza Fort 
‘915-5177 


Renalsance POST All in 
FF TBR 108 T 671-4421 


Renaissance 3000 New 30R 
биши 726-4188/725 5241 


Renaissance 2000 Ortigas 
Bnew, FF Grp 658-2118/16 


Commi Lot Н, Domingo 
Cal 9155177 


"T2meter (iront) x 26meter 
along Paso de Blas 
Valenzuela 2825037 Nely 


100m" Fitted Pig CR Tel. 
Эйут? + Vat» 615-0208 


üsqm Tektite Fitted 
твт" Сай 815-0298 


Күзү 
шла трд 


Secured Compound Pood irt 
Montiy Rant Р75Лел. 
fia Aog, 16,2 

Tol Nos 816-2781;761-5472 


Pan Otgs 30-7054 
35b/$om "515-0208 


Salcedo Ышш їп 
Slime. Wipkg Tel 815-0298 


Shaw Bivd-Ortigas 80-100 
Sum 380Sqm 615-0298 
н] 


Warehse 20000 (911388855. 


Pansoliotring Prt 776-7507 


94 GRACE 2107 360-0523 
98 GRACE 2BUT 360-9523 
Эйе o Ateon 4330078 


‘94 Kia Van Good Cond tyr 
2207 guarantee 027317911 


SóBesta 2407/98 Besta280T 
‘est leathr ever 390-0523. 


98 GRACE 340T 15 seater 
leather cover 360-9523 


‘98 PREGIO PSSST 3509523 


Besta P240T Neg. 
671-3535 * 733-2507 
Cell. 0917-8472716 


"95 M81000 3957 3608523 


TRANSPORT 


-100 KVA P230T 
40 KVA P170T 3672002 


Kubota Tractors 3610215 


Brew Progo L3 626-1045, 


Brda/Vans26250:6535288 


WANTED 


IMMEDIATELY 
“MANAGEMENT TRAINEES” 


ATTENTION 
RESIDENTS OF: LOYOLA HEIGHTS, TEACHERS’ VILLAGE, 
MARIKINA, ANTIPOLO, FAIRVIEW, TANDANG SORA, PROJ. 4 
C/O ROUNDTRIP TRAVEL (AURORA BLVD. COR. KATIPUNAN AVE. О.С.) 
TEL. NO. 911-5674, 911-6206, 912-2507 
EMAIL: roundtripG abacus.com.ph 

9000000900000006 


09090090000005 


Republic of tho Philippines 


D DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Philppine Coast Guard - Project Management Осе 
2nd Fior, SAL Bulging. 1500 Roxas Boulevard comer 


ты. No. 525-8843; Fax No. 525-0843 юса 122 


INVITATION ТО PREQUALIFY AND TO BID 


CONSTRUCTION OF FOUNDATIONS; ERECTION OF TOWERS; 
INSTALLATION OF EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING LIGHTNING 
PROTECTION SYSTEMS: AND, COMMISSIONING OF TWENTY FIVE 
GS) LIGHTHOUSES IN VARIOUS SITES COVERED BY THE MARITIME 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, PHASE M (MSIP Н) 


‘The Department of Transportation and Communications, Philippine Coast 
Guard - Project Management Office (DOTC PCG-PMO) through the МІР Ш- 
Bid and Award Committee (MSIP Ill - BAC) is inviting General Contractors for 
the aforementioned Project. 


APPROVED BUDGET : 20.185 MILLION PESOS. 
SOURCE OF FUNDING : LOCAL COUNTERPART FUNDS (GOP) 


The scope of works cover chil, tower erection, electrical instalation and other 
miscellaneous works to compleie the Project. Prospective bidders should have 
‘all license and classification Issued by the Philppine Contractors Accreditation 
Board (РСАВ), with the folowing particulars: 


Category and Classification ТАС Registration 

Category "A" Range: At least Medium "B" 

Classiication: General Engineering Kind of Project Ports, Harbor and 
Offshore Engineering 


Pre-qualiication Documents shall be avallable (ог Issuance to Interested bidders Ё 
for fea trom 18 to 24 July 2001 at the address given above. 


However, the Bid Documents, Plans and Drawings will only be issued to eligible 
bidders upon the payment of a non-refundable fee of Five Thousand Pesos 
(PHP 5,000.00) at the Cashier's Office, РСО-РМО. } 


The deadline for the submission of duly accomplished Pre-qualification 
Statements shall be on 28 July 2001, 10:00 AM at PCG-PMO. 


PRE-SID CONFERENCE 06 AUGUST 2001 
SUBMISSION/OPENING OF BID PROPOSAL : 27 AUGUST 2001 


The MSIP Ill - BAC reserves the right to reject any or ай bids without offering 
апу reasons, іо waive any formally or technically, and to award to any bidder 
"whose proposal is deemed most advantageous 0 the government, 


(504) WILFREDO M. TRINIDAD 
Undersecretary and Chairman, 


(Por iy 18154242000 ee ES 


Dog Trainer 06182050952 
DOG TRAINER 9360834 
Golden Ret 08192050952 
бое Remo 09192050952 
OTT PUPS OC 851-16. 


Bar Table Martie Tep Accept 
Cant PEE 


BTable Sew waccessores 
*8020588/8014494« 


Imported Billard 227, 35T 

complete ассъ. 8618714 to 

1877 8613123 / 8613125 
STRIKEMASTER 


Bowling & Billiards 
Sales & Rentals T-3341569 


BSELLEDUC PLAN 7137284 


BUYING ROLEX 
hes, Нр Pree ОЗН 
[ur 

Buy / Sell / Pawn / Repair. 


ROLEX 


теі 804-0484 > 634-2608 
BoyPawn Diamonds 18342888 


WE BUY ROLEX 


5833742 S897041 00174383744 


FROZEN TUNA 7151183 
irap LogoPin 656-8605 


PREPAID CARDS minimum 
pes 10 5% dise 4212091; 
9116822; 09105608880 


Blow Moulding Operator 
35 yrs od & Deow with 
experience (German 
Equipment) 2926837 Nelly 


Printing Solna 125 Operator 
yrs exp. 538-7105 / 04 Bily 


DRIVER 30-40% 9133005 


1Cook 1Yaya 726-1206. 


Accountants: Female, 25 yrs 
36 blow, wiling io work 
in Laguna plant, CPA a plus 
Send resume io G3 Park- 
wade, B Рэй Alabang 
Те:8070784 Разс807068' 


SEC/ ACCTG Staff Single 
Lady stn 6114090 9115355 


WTO: Yaya/H.Malde/int' 
Cook, Fam. Cook 880-4588 


"18 OFFICE PERSONNELS « 
in ott poston co оаа. 
PA, 000-15 000Timonth 
Tela 80-0805 + 854-1108 
Look юг MA, ILAGAN 


‘CARE GIVER 18280722 


‘Diroct Hire Oto Statte 
8134470 Stari ASAP Ms. Fe 


HAIRDRESSER 
BEAUTICIAN 
MANICURIST 

Young Receptionist 

CALL 895-6081 L2011 


ж IMMIGRATE ж 


Lael Work in Carada, Seminar 
Ж PICC 817-5511 / 804-4050 


OFC STAFF 9134470 LKA MC 


OFC STAFF 9134470 HAZEL 


PUBLIC 
NOTICES. 


—— 


Tet pore ton 
Home 6510518 0019533300 


тамд Oppor / tamm from 
Home 8931008 5252230 
Роге 643333 1D? 227933 


Get Moh Wet Hone Jn Us 
Sy pis Lat For e 
MALLUS ror i HOTEL 


Biobe/Smar -13.5% 726-3860 
RTW 4 Tiange Bazar 3738821 
Тай 1807 Line 0017-308005 


Work From Home 8037909 
LEGAL NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that 
tha estate of tha. lia 
Juan "Anachto Р. ЮП! 
has been extrajudicialy sol- 
"id by his hors on June 11, 
2001 under Doc#170; Pago 
#51; Book# Saris ol 2001 
рта Мошу Public ll 
dosph L Guevara 01 
Muntinlupa, Metro Manlia 
(PO 2 yit bÁug 72001) 


_ INQUIRER 


Classified Ads Cubao branch 


OFF AVENIDA NA RAON BLDG 
Bus DST TEL 7388516 


Tower-Ortigas 60- 
m 815-0298 


NOW OPEN 


in Aurora Boulevard 


PL аел бат 


jours nno, лиот кур. оштон, 


к] 
PE ease 


SEA аз 


p a 


RATE 
P230 per column centimeter 


DEADLINE } 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections “ 
Monday to Sunday 
12:00 noon 
Day before publication 


ADELINA GALLARES MAYUGA 


of Tagbilaran City, Bohol 


Peacefully joined our Lord on July 21, 2001 


at the age of 80. 


Her husband Dr. Pedro Mayuga (1); son Juan Salvador (+); daughter-in- 
law Corazon; grandchildren Peter John, Richard John and Jara Adelade; brother 
Atty. Adilberto Gallares Sr.; sister-in-law Sylvia Gallares; nephews, nieces and 
other relatives request the pious readers to join them in praying for the eternal repose. 


of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, Araneta Avenue, 


Quezon City. She will be laid to rest at the Loyola Memorial 
Saturday, July 28, 2001 after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


Park in Marikina on 


Tn lieu of flowers, donations for the renovation of Our Lady of Fatima Parish 


Church, Cordillera Street, Quezon City will be appreciated. 


at the age of 92. 


his soul. 


12 G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


“The LORD is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.” 


рит 


TERESITA SAYO PADUA 


Consultant, Office of the First Gentleman; Asst. Sec., 
Department of Social Welfare & Development, Class 1949, St. 


(TAN SUY) 


Died in the Grace of our Lord on July 20, 2001 


We request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of 
His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 


Interment will be on Sunday, July 29, 2001 at 9:00 a.m. 
at the Manila Memorial Park, Parafiaque City. 


An obituary with a picture 
can be a fitting tribute to your 
departed loved one. 

Always caring. 
INQuiRER OBITUARIES 


The Management and Staff of 
ROTA INDUSTRIES, INC. 
I-GRAF SYSTEM CORP. 


Request to announce the untimely demise of 


SIONG DIO D. TIUTAN 


In Loving Memory 
‘Twenty First Death Anniversary 


RECIO M. GARCIA 


who passed away on July 24, 1980 
Holy Masses will be offered at the following churches today: 

Basilica of the Immaculate Conception 
(Manila Metropolitan Cathedral), Intramuros, Manila 
Carmel Shrine, Dona J. Rodriguez Street, New Manila, Quezon City 
Christ the King (Divine Word Mission Seminary) 

101 E. Rodriguez Sr. Boulevard, Quezon City 
Immaculate Conception Parish, 39 Lantana Street, Cubao, Quezon City 
Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene 
(St. John the Baptist Parish), Quiapo, Manila 
National Shrine of the Most Holy Rosary (La Naval de Manila) 

Sto. Domingo Church, Quezon City 
Parish of the Holy Sacrifice. 

University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City 
Santuario de San Pedro Bautista Parish, 1/04 SFDM, Quezon City 
San Lorenzo Ruiz Minor Basilica. 
(Qur Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Parish), Binondo, Manila 
San Jose Cathedral, San Jose, Antique 
St. Paul the Apostle, Mother Ignacia comer Timog Avenue, Quezon City 
St. Peter Parish, Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City 
Sta. Cruz Parish, Manila 
Sta. Maria della Strada, Katipunan Road comer Pansol Street, Quezon City 
Sta. Teresita Del Niño Jesus Parish, 43 Kanlaon Street, Quezon City 
Sto. Nifio Parish Shrine, Bukidnon Street, Bago Bantay, Quezon City 
Society of the Divine Word (S.H.P.) 


ENS Ybardolaza Street, Kamuning, Quezon City 


й. 


On ће 
Third Death Anniversary 
of our beloved 


BENILDO GOZAR HERNANDEZ 


who passed away on July 24, 1998 


the family requests relatives and friends to remember him in prayer. Masses will be 
offered today for the eternal repose of his soul at the following churches: 


St. Joseph Parish Church, Bongabon, Oriental Mindoro „ 
Christ the King Parish, Greenmeadows, Quezon City 

St. Ignatius Cathedral, Camp Aguinaldo, Murphy 

Sacred Heart Parish Church, Kamuning 

Sacred Heart Chapel, Camp Atienza, Libis .. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, 13th Avenue, Murphy 
St. John Bosco Parish, Pasay Road, Makati... 

‚ Asian Institute of Management Chapel, Pasco de Roxas .. 
? Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park 


Paul College Manila; Theater Artist, Cultural Center of the 
Philippines. 


Returned peacefully to her Creator on July 22, 2001, she is 
survived by her husband Atty. Buenhijo D. Padua, former 
Revenue District Officer; her children Marivic and Benjie 
Baluyut, Minggoy and Aida Padua, Cecile and Ronnie 
Carrillo, and Тоу Padua; grandchildren Crissy, Gabby and 
Teddy Boy Baluyut, Miggy Boy Padua, Patricia and Therese. 
Carrillo: brothers and sisters Jose and Koni Sayo, Jaime and. 
Lina (t) Sayo, Carmen Sayo, Greta (f) and Johnny Ras, Nena 
Sayo (+), Cholo Sayo, and Anton and Mitay Sayo; parents 
Virginia 11. Sayo (1), and Jose V. Sayo (1). 


GEORGE C. ANG 


Founding Chairman and President 


Bio Research Inc. 


And Interocean Plumbing and Electrical Supplies 


Nc 


А P CELESTINO EBURAN ABELLAR 


Retired US Army Captain 
1910-2001 
Died in the Grace of our Lord on Thursday, July 19, 2001. 
His beloved wife Remedios Noblezada-Abellar; 


Interment will be on July 26, 2001 at the Manila Memorial Park, 
Sucat after the 9:00 АМ Mass. 


We, the members of the family request for prayers for the eternal 
repose of her soul. 


б ORLANDO. CLAVERIA, PH.D. 6 


Retired Director, Tech. Service, DECS 
International Consultant, Educational Management 
and Development 


His bereaved wife Carolina; children Sonny, Al, Ed, Beverly 
and Lito; and grandchildren, relatives and friends request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 

His remains le in state at Chapel B-9 South Wing, La Funeraria 
Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


QU. coated Al aks изи Sumac Pc шина 
b Friday, July 27, 2001 after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


ORs 
Always caring... 


George passed away into God's loving embrace and 
eternal peace on July 21, 2001 at 9:00 p.m. 


He is being remembered by his loving wife Siu Eng 
(Rosalind) and his two sons and daughters-in-law Ernest. 
and Juanita, Wilson and Naney; and his grandchildren 
Russell, Candace, and Charlene. 

His remains lie in state at Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
48 McKinley Road, Forbes Park, Makati City, Philippines. 

A Mass will be held at 9:00 a.m, (at Holy Trinity) before 
cremation on July 26, 2001 at Loyola Memorial Chapels, 
Inc. Guadalupe, Makati City. 


children Tessie, Jo, Ceril, Emma, Bernie, Oni, Ani and Letty; 
sons-in-law Rading Dumlao, Felix Militante, David Davis and 
Axel Duwe; daughter-in-law Sheila Quirit; grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, friends and relatives request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Solace Ш Room, —— 
Arlington Memorial Chapel, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, July 25, 2001 a 
after the 8 a.m. Mass at Arlington Chapel. y 
S 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS 
© Copy of Death Certificate © Any identification document (LD) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY REQUIEMS FREE OBIT DESIGN. 


An obituary with a picture can be а fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 
INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


Our Dearly Beloved 


^ NATIVIDAD M. IBASCO, M.D. 


Joined her Creator on July 19, 2001 at the age of 76. 


Her loving daughter Marie; brother Liling (1) sister-in-law Jo; nephews 
and nieces Vie, Inchet, Gil (t), Arlene, Catherine, Don Don and Coring 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul 

Her remains lie in state at Floresco Funeral Homes, 511 E. Mabini Street, 
Caloocan City. 

Teterment will be on July 25, 2001, 2:00 PM at Himlayang Pilipino, 
Quezon City. 


© Copy of Death Certificate 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


Ө Any identification document (I.D.) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT -* MESSAGE OF THANKS * DEATH ANNIVERSARY • 


For the needs of your departed Loved Ones the following establishments can help you. 


ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL. DAYAO FUNERAL HOME. 
n2 Bayerni Я. Gass, Queron Cty 
LO 787-3708: 781.3888; 
зо. 7158804 
DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 
242 Unger Kainan. organo Cay 
тез. (047) 222-3608: 047) 811-1006: 
(Gan 2224612: бит) 220-2014 
‘BON BOSCO CHAPELS 
‘Pasay Pood, Masa Су 
"al 8905232030 
DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES 
dese Abed Sarron Av. cor Drone St, 


ar 
Tei 7125102 741-8125: 7415199 


REQUIEMS * 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, ING. 
1601 СМ Pt Ave cor. T Mapua. Mana; 
"es 711-8315: 732475 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 

1480. aranea Ava. cor. Kalaya Sr. Quezon Cy, 
Tae 740-2605 н 
кд FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 

73 Napotan Ва. Bago Cay 
Ча 07s) aa 3857 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Ensa cor бото ано SL. Gusasupe, Makali CRY 
КОШУ) 

MARIAN MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Marca roma Spo. Pal 
et 6151855 020509 0020010 
чт. SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

po 
Tos or ie ea $18 метот 
NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 
теб Arana Aronu. огол CAY 
luis 113.8221 ю 5. TY 067. 714-0068 


FREE OBIT DESIGN 


ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
бюлле Fr Roing Mns Старе. 2/0» Laceon St. 
Mancsiagen. Bacolod Cty Tel 4397132 
‘RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 
438 Comantna St. Pasay Ciy 
тав 831-1204. 

SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 
East Отт Mandaluyong сау 
Test 724.019. 1282004. 

ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH 
Magatanes Vango, Makat Cty 

dus 682. 


FUNERARIA PANGILINAN 
Sto Ente cor P Bongos Se. Lawes Sut 
Tei (Qs 88 2958: (048) 322-5237 


Raymundo St cor Marcados Ava., San Miguel, Pasig Сту 
"Io 747-8500: 767-6609 » Torstan 641-170 
CAPITOL MEMORIAL CHAPELS ING. 

11308 6. Aranora Avance, Quezon Сау 
"tl 7320209 732.1005, 
(CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
бош brane 

AS. Fonuna Stes, Валїаа. Mandaue Cly Cebu 
"oi 346-2543, 340-2001 

COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, ING. 

Nal ita, Сагир Cobu Сау 

Tus. 2310721, 251-3102 


(mice NBI Morgue 17-A Апаш St, Pas 


fs. 2612863, 2513006, 210522 Чок 831-3797 044-7848; 943-1801, 8 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Creba national convention: 
Part of GMA’s healing mission 


BY CHARLIE V. GORAYEB 
National President, Chamber of 
Real Estate & Builders Associations 


IN CONFRONTING the challenge 
of “healing a wounded nation,” the 
Macapagal administration does not. 
attempt to go about it by making big 
promises. But it is taking every 
conceivable step and adopting 
every practical, realistic measure to 
achieve its goal. 

In the provision of housing for 
the people, for instance, Secretary 
Michael T. Defensor of the Housing 
and Urban Development Coor- 
dinating Council (HUDCC), in а 
message to Creba during a recent 
monthly business meeting, an- 
nounced that the President "has put 
herself on the line in the massive 
task of providing housing to the 
homeless,” and is calling on the 
private sector to “put ourselves also 


Georgetown 
completes 
roadwork, 
power supply 


ALL utilities—from Из power supply, 
state-of-of-the-art water system, to its 
roadwork—are now fully in place at Georgetown 
Lakeview Vacation Estate in Metro Tagaytay. 

"Georgetown is already 95 percent complete. 
We are just finishing the construction of our 
perimeter fences and adding the final touches to 
our clubhouse,” Georgetown marketing director 
Sil Mendoza disclosed. 

Georgetown is an exclusive community for 
weekend vacationers, retirees and families in 
search for a relaxing home away from home. Its. 
current clientele includes professionals and 
balikbayans. 

Mendoza said that Georgetown is slated to 
‘open its 800-sq.-m clubhouse (which will be for 
the exclusive use of homeowners) in August 
The place offers riodern amenities süch as 
fitness facility, a heated indoor swimming pool, a 
game room and a viewing deck perfect for both 
recreation and relaxation. "By September, our 
basketball and tennis courts will also be finished,” 
he said. 

He added that 20 houses are up for 
construction this year, with over 50 percent of 
the estate’s lots already sold. 

Georgetown offers a deferred payment system 
under flexible terms in its various packages. 
Prime lots are available at around P7,250 per 
square meter, while average lots are sold at 
around P6,750 per square meter. Interested parties. 
may call 810-0374-or visit www.george 
town.com.ph or e-mail FGVI@sfi.com.ph for 
more information. 

The 25-hectare vacation paradise provides. 
American country-style homes to choose from 
where homeowners can enjoy a guaranteed 
unobstructed view of the magnificent Taal 
Lake and Volcano. This includes the recently 
inaugurated Cedarbrook and Rosewood 
Manor. 

‘The Cedarbrook is a posh three-floor structure. 
that sits on 386.7-sq-m lot with a floor area of 43 
5 sq. m. It has four cozy bedrooms, a 2-car garage, 
driver's quarter, powder room, balcony and а 
comfy fireplace perfect for Tagaytay's highland 
climate, The Rosewood Manor, on ће other hand, 
‘occupies a lot area of 39150. m with a floor area of 
312.7 sq. m. It has three bedrooms, a powder 
room, 2-car garage, driver's.quarter, maid's room, 
fireplace, balcony and terrace that offers a perfect. 
view of the Tagaytay vista. 

А few hours’ drive away from Manila, 
Georgetown Lakeview Vacation Estate offers the. 
perfect spot to de-stress from the frenzied pace 
of urban living. 


TOP FIRM DESIGNS WORLD-CLASS CLUBHOUSE 


Jubllation, a breakthrough township in Bin 
"Prasadly 


Jubilation 


Jubilation as a first-class environment promises to 


that oan easily blend with its surrounding are 
sel-containmont ав a community. Also shown is architect Franciaco Mafiosa. 


Й 


оп the line for this noble task.” 

The forthcoming Creba 2001 
‘National Convention in Bacolod City 
‘on Oct. 25-27, is part of the chamber’s 
response to the challenge of putting 
ourselves on the line and thus 
contributing to this effort of healing- 
the nation. 

The Creba convention is 
designed as a national forum 
through which the stakeholders in 
the housing and real estate sector 
will identify and address current 
housing issu 

The Creba, it will be recalled, has 
packaged a comprehensive home 
financing scheme aimed at gradually 
licking the backlog of housing units 
estimated at 4.5 million units and 
still growing. 

‘As the legitimate sounding board 
of the industry, Creba maintains that 
housing, with its overall impact on 
other sectors and job-generating 


"world-class clubhouse designed by Майо; 
Owner-daveloper of Jubilation Is Earth+Style Corp. Victor H. Manarang 
coat and tle), Earth+Style president and CEO, 

Project concept ls a fusion of the best of Aslan architectural 
styles. Designed using the revolutionary principi 


vision. 


gathering ofthis kind. 


GSIS HOUSING DESIGN TILT 


impetus, holds a major key to healing 
the industry, the economy and the 
nation. The convention and its 
agenda constitute a response of 
every Creba member to the call of 
the Macapagal administration for 
greater private sector participation 
in the formulation of a national 


The convention program has 
been well-trimmed, focusing only on 
the most critical issues, while 
retaining the annual treats and 
‘opportunities that developers look 
forward to, such asthe dialogue with 
the housing agencies. It provides 
the time and occasion for them to 
redress their grievances and voice 
ош their sentiments. Off the formal 
session halls, ample time is assured 
for fellowship as is usual for a 


Аз convention site, Bacolod City 
itself assures participants of utmost 


relaxing atmosphere After all, the 
Bacolod charm is her people, smiling, 
fun-loving, zestful and flowing with 
optimism, in good times or bad. 

This is the most well-known 
Bacolefio brand of hospitality whose 
warmth, sincerity and natural 
friendliness can make every visitor. 
соте again to this Visayan city and 
its environs. AII this certainly will 
provide the proper atmosphere for a 
fruitful national convention for the 
industry. 

During this healing process, and 
during each and every step of the 
way to national recovery, Creba will 
help ensure that the voice of the 
housing sector will be heard. It 
hopes that its proposals for a 
sustainable housing program will 
be adopted to enable the industry 
to do its share in alleviating the 
plight of the nation’s homeless 


Government Service Insurance System general manager Winston Garcia, left, and other officials 
look over the design of architect Samuel D. Gasmen, right, that won one of the 3 slots under the 
P350,000 housing design competition during the recent GSIS 64th anniversary program. Gasmen's 
‘winning entry was- submitted with former banker Rommel A. Domingo as co-participant. This entry 
and other winning designs for the P150,000, P250,000 and P450,000 categories wil be available 


for GSIS members applying for housing loans. 


Greenwoods Batangas 
adds 70 more hectares 


THEROAD to Batangas is becoming well-traveled 
these days, particularly with improved access via 
the Manila-Batangas link Souther Tagalog Arterial 
Road (Star) highway. Attracting more than the 
heretofore leisure-oriented trekkers to the province, 
Batangas’ middle-class- and business-sector-led 
growth has also driven up demand for housing, 
prompting responsive Sta. Lucia Realty and 
Development Inc. to add 70 more hectares to йз 
AQ-hectare- Greenwoods Residential Estates. 

The 70 hectares will greatly improve the 
already impressive appointments of the residential 
enclave with its modern amenities and 
master-planned community. The addition 
guaranteed a multipurpose clubhouse and sports 
complex, basketball and tennis courts, swimming 
pool and gym for men and women for the active 
movers of Batangas. A wide 12-meter avenue, 
S-meter-wide secondary streets, concrete curbs 
and gutters address the need to provide for the 
expected bigger community. 

Said Exequiel Robles, president of Sta. Lucia 
Realty: “The city streets are gradually up with 
traffic, what with Batangas residents and their 
guests going about their businesses more 
frequently, and more people from elsewhere 
relocating to the city. Although Batangas is far 
from reaching the point of congestion Manila 


has grown to and the city fathers will definitely 
be zealous about retaining open spaces and wider 
thoroughfares, we felt we should hedge against 
the urban crawl with a leisurely pace within our 
walls. Our wider roads are intended to address 
any traffic problems we may expect with more 
people setting up homes at Greenwoods.” 

More important, Greenwoods has a play and 
bicycle-friendly environment, which means more. 
open spaces, landscaping, sidewalks, parks and 
‘common gardens. 

Said Robles: “Space is precious within and 
‘outside the home and we intend to provide for 
this real need which is often sacrificed to maximize 
land use and by virtue of economy. Batangas’ 
growth is inevitable given the hardiness of its 
People. It's about time, we felt, that most 
provinces like Batangas come into their own and 
‘capitalize on their own riches to offer the rest of 
the country and the world.” 

He added: "We'd like to think we are partners 
in that growth community-wise. If we're providing 
them big rewards for their toil by way of satisfying 
their housing needs, we feel we've accomplished 
much as a developer. We're willing to add some 
more hectares to provide them more value for 
their hard-earned money. Its an investment that's 
bound to benefit everyone all around.” 


PLACE FOR WORSHIP SERVICES 

Leading property developer Crown Asia has laid the groundwork 
for an ecumenical center inside Maia Alta, its premiere subdivision 
in Antipolo City. The center's amphitheater and stage provide 
residents with а place for worship services of their particular religion 
and the nearby tree park and lagoon make it an ideal promenade 
area and a place for contemplation. 


Laguna BelAir III 
sets new trends 


HOUSING developer Empire East Land 
Holdings Inc. has set new standards for 
community living with new model 
homes and new recreational amenities 
showcased in its Laguna BelAir Ш 
development, an expansion phase of the 
popular township located in one of the. 
fastest-growing centers of the Cala- 
barzon. 

In Laguna BelAir Ш, part of a 
master-planned community offering a 
well-balanced lifestyle, homebuyers 
can choose from house and lot 
packages and individual home lots 
"Within a 63-hectare area. 

Model homes. 

The all-new model homes are 
Audrey, Brenna, Chloe and Daphne, 
along with Francine П, Denise ЇЇ and 
Corinne П, which are improved versions 
‘of tree existing classic models. All seven 
model units come in bungalow or 
two-story layouts. Fully furnished and 
standard unfinished versions ofthe new 
model homes may be viewed at the site. 

The new home features include an 
entrance porch, provision for fences and 
а carpon, bigger bedrooms and living 
areas, improved ceiling eight, additional 
upper floor tollet and bath, enhanced 
kitchen layout and laundry sink and 
Powder room at the ground floor. Ап 
additional maid's room is available for 
the 79-sq-m Chloe and 105 sq-m 
Daphne models. 

"The classic Francine II (84 sq. m), 
Denise I (72 sq. m) and Corinne If (72 
sq. m) all come in three-bedroom 
packages. Audrey (51 sq. m) and 
Brenna (72 sq. m) come with two and 
three bedrooms, respectively. 

Vacation resort feeling 

Giving Laguna BelAir Ila year-round 
vacation resort feeling із а two-hectare 
leisure park, featuring luxuriant 
landscaping, a flower and butterfly 
garden, an aviary picnic huts, children's. 
playground, putting greens, mini-parks, 
ajogging тай, covered walkway, trellis, 


CEREMONIAL TURNOVER 


an elevated view deck, a pavilion, 
porte-cochere, a learning resource center 
and a man-made lagoon outfitted with a 
Roat quay for boating and fishing 
Зойуйез. 

Pocket gardens and perimeter 
plantings abound in keeping with the 
township park-like theme. The 20- 
meter-wide main road is dotted with 
trees while secondary roads are lined 
with plant strips. Houses are given 
adequate setback for lawns, front 
gardens and perimeter trimmings. 

As in any other Empire East project, 
homeowners get to have peace of mind 
because of the controlled gate access, 
round-the-clock security measures and 
pedestrian-friendly thoroughfares. 

Both main roads and secondary roads 
are well-illuminated at night. Traffic 
safety signs, humps and highly visible 
street names are standard in Laguna 
BelAir. 

Reliable services. 

High-caliber infrastructure, utilities 
and maintenance facilities address 
residents’ needs for reliable community 
services. Each unit comes equipped with 
provisions for two telephone lines and 
for cable TV installation, An elevated 
water tank and а deep-well reservoir 
assure ample water supply. A power 
substation services the entire township 
and guarantees uninterrupted power 
supply. 

For the convenience of all residents, 
the Laguna BelAir School, a topnotch 
learning institution with its mathematics- 
and science- intensive curriculum, and a 
soon- to-be-completed chapel are among 
the family friendly amenities thought- 
fully built into the minitown. 

Bounded by Sta. Rosa and Biñan, 
Laguna BelAir Ill is easily accessible 
through the Mamplasan and Sta. Rosa 
exits. А big plus for homeowners is its 
strategic location inside the Calabarzon 
growth corridor and nearness to 
progressive Laguna towns. 
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As part of its P50-million equipment upgrading program, Satrap 
Construction, rated as a triple "A" contractor, recently took delivery of their 
second brand-new Caterpillar S20CL Hydraulic Excavator from Monark. 
Monark is the sole dealer of Caterpillar in the Philippines. Monark manager 
Manny Martin, left, turns over the ceremonial key to Satrap CEO Ronald V. 


Singson and VP Ryan V. Singson. 


Real estate selling: Aspects and challenges 


BY FLORENTINO S. DULALIA 


JR. 


MARKETING, one of the most dy- 
namic businesses in any industry, is one 
ofthe basic and oldest trades in history. 
Our ancestors, before any form of 
currency was invented, bariered goods 
to acquire what they need. As soon as 
currency was used, the form of marketing 


became more complex. 


The marketing practice evolved out 
оГ the satisfaction of our wants and 
needs. Since shelter is one of our basic 
needs, real estate marketing grew to be 
оле of the most in demand and stable 


industries in the country, 


Real estate brokers 

In view of the evolving complexities 
of rel estate transactions and since real 
estate industry is one of the most 
the country, 

specialist dealing with prope 
marketing, development, and appraisals 
and uny other aspect of real estne grew 
and thrived. These people, acquiring 
vast knowledge und expertise Їп real 
estate through thelr experience, are 
professional guidance 
» Thus, ош of the need for 
professionals who ean deal with 
‘complexities of realestate transactions. 
md procedures, the concopt of roal ostato 


lucrative businesses 


sought for th 


Of "Now Urbanism,” кош fe 


вевтіввв township 
even ав It retains 


professionals emerged. 

Marketing a property through 
experienced licensed real estate 
professionals (licensed brokers or 
agents) can simplify the process of real 
estate sales. Among the services 
advantages being offered by licensed 
brokers/fagents are the insurance of public. 
protection through the legality of the 
transaction, help in the establishment of 
а fair asking price; promotion of the 
property to other fellow brokersagents; 
can list properties in multiple listing 
services which is internationally 
accessible by both real estate 
practitioners and buyers; create, pay 
for and place advertising and can 
coordinate tripping appointments, 

Real estate selling 

There are many different factors 
affecting the salability of a property. If 
‘one were planning to sell a property ог 
planning to have а career in real estate 
brokerage and marketing, it would be 
beneficial to familiarize oneself with 
these different factors 

‘The price would be the most 
{Important and determining factor in real 
estate selling. A fuir and competitive 
price for the property should be set If 
‘one wants the property to be sold in a 
short time. Real estate brokers/ 
‘appraisers and consultants сап provide 


marketing analysis and advice and can 
show a client the recent selling prices of 
neighborhood properties 

‘Another important factor would be 
the terms of payment for the property 
being sold. Flexible and easy terms of 
Payment will attract more buyers. 

Property exposure and marketing 
is also one of the important factors in 
real estate selling. The exposure to a 
large number of qualified buyers through 
advertisements and promos and most 
importantly, the recruitment and 
maintenance а network of experienced 
brokers and agents who will present tho 
Property to their numerous clients is 
undeniably an important factor in selling 
properties, Studies have investigated and 
affirmed these marketing techniques, 

Aside from the above-mentioned 
factors, the location, accessibility und 
amenities of property along with the 
property's condition and the availability 
accessibility of the property for viewing 
сап also significantly affect the buyer's 
decislon to buy. 

Furthermore, the market con- 
ditions (hot or cold market, Interost 
тиск, employment and growth пие, 
and ‘consumer's confidence and 
purchasing power) and competition 
or other properties for sule have 
also been known to affect the sulabilty 


of the property. 
Challenges ahead 

With the weakening peso and the 
resulting economic crisis, the real estate 
industry reflects a slower pace of sales 
and growth, Thus, a real estate broker 
faces challenge in marketing renl estates 
despite the unencouraging economic 
condition and decrensing purchasing 
power of prospective buyers 

But it seems that the real estate 
brokers are sil confident and unworried 
bout the future, They seem to be reudy 
and equipped for any challenges. AL 
present, they are gearing themselves up 
with the use of technology (multilisting 
‘nd Interneuglobal marketing), nd stili 
aim and are working onthe simplification 
of selling/purchasing process and 
lboring for а more accessible terms 
hoping to provide à complete service 
toward more accessible, affordable 
quality housing forall 

(The writer Is president of both the 
Realty Service Council ofthe Philipines 
(Rescop) and the Philipppine Association 
«f Realty Consultants and Specialists. 
Rescap is ап umbrella organization uf 
national realty associations, Far more. 
formation, lag оп to hpilhe 
 philblspages.canrescapiea hn, ar 
«mall at rescop a philbizpages.con ar 
ш 890-5788 ar 927-0030) 
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Real property analysis to ‘downgrade’ forecast 


BY TESSA R. SALAZAR 


property market outlook, it is its 
“bottoming out,” which means things 
can’t go further down much more. 

This was the statement made by Colliers 
Jardine Philippines’ research division, which 
analyzes Philippine property market conditions 
and forecasts, when asked if there would be 
anything positive the real estate market could 
look forward to. 


I: there’s anything positive in the real 


Bottoming out 

CJ's research division manager Richard 
Raymundo, in a phone interview, said CJ's theme 
for the property market this second quarter was 
bottoming out, or “bagsak presyo.” For the 
second quarter CJ would downgrade its forecast, 
especially for the office take-up. 

For Makati, he observed that if the first quarter 
performance seemed to lead to а 90,000-sq.-m 
market absorption for the whole 2001, the 
downgrading would mean just about 75 to 70,000 
sq. m for the whole year. 

‘The take-up ог market absorption is basically 
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the total floor area or new units absorbed by the 
market for the year. 

Oversupply, economic and political uncer- 
tainties are some of the factors that CJ has 
mentioned for the flat rents and prices for the 
next 12 months. 

“Everything, from the offices to the big 
expensive residential ones, will have a hard time 
because the supply is just too great,” said 
Raymundo. 

CJ's Philippine property market situationer for 
the second quarter (April to June) will be out in 
two weeks. 

“If you're looking at anything positive on the 
second quarter, it's bottoming out. But even if 
prices and rents are down, it doesn't mean that 
we have a fast recovery going for us,” said 
Raymundo. 

No significant effect. 

Asked what the effects of the depreciating 
peso and President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's 
State of the Nation Address (Sona) would have 
in the near future for the real estate market, he 
said that these would have no significant effect 
because the market was dictated by supply. The 
factors that matter are consumer and business 
confidence. 

“Hopefully business confidence improves in 
the next six months,” he said. 

“If you are a businessman, now is the time to 
move because it's cheap. But the question is, 
could you sustain the business? Will your 
business contract or expand? It's still а matter of 
business confidence and consumer confidence 
at this point. 

First quarter analysis 

Meanwhile, CJ's first quarter analysis 
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estimated prime lots in the Makati 
Central Business district to have an 
average value of P209,640 per square 
meter, a further decline of 6 percent 
quarter to quarter. Prime CBD land was 
estimated to be worth half the value of 
1997 levels. CJ further expects CBD 
values to correct by 14 percent to the 
trough average of P180,000 per square 
meter by the end of third quarter 2001. 

CI has further downgraded its land. 
values for Ortigas by nearly 6 percent 
quarter on quarter. The average land 
value for development sites in the 
secondary business district is estimated 

an average of P92,890 per square meter 
ora 52 percent discount off peak. 

“We expect Ortigas land values to 
further tumble by 14 percent before 


LAND VALUES- 
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settling at its trough of P80,000 per 
square meter at the end of 30 2001." 
stated a CJ analysis. 

CJ said that land transactions 
continue to be scarce. “Liquidity 
constraints” and the “exuberance to 
purchase developable land" in the mid- 
1990s have led property developers to 
significantly curtail landbanking effort. 
As a result, CJ said that most dev- 
elopments following the 1997 crisis have 
been on a joint-venture agreement with 
landowners. 

The first quarter saw the housing 
sector posting a 44-percent year-on-year 
increase to 21,323 compared to last year, 
butits increase was credited for the low 
base comparison last ycar. There were 
only 6612 mid-income units built in the 


first quarter of 2000. 

Nevertheless, the first quarter showed 
а 90-percent increase in mid-income 
projects, resulting in 12,548 units built 
Other notable mid-income projects 
approved for sale are Sunny Brook Ph3 
(Filinvest Land, 213 units), Grosvenor 
Place Phi A (Robinsons Land, 282 units) 
and Villagio Ignatius (Earth and Style, 
1,633 units). High-rise residential condos 
increased 41 percent year on year to 1,060 
units. CJ stated that this was still below 
the five-year average of 3,706 units per 
quarter. 

Approval of socialized housing units 
increased by nearly 11 percent to 4,278 
units. The 3,437 low-cost housing units 
approved was a 5-percent year on year 
decline. 


Housing borrowers 


The public is hereby warned of the illegal manufacture, proliferation and 
distribution of fake ABC Tile Grout products in the market under the 
registered name “ABC TILE GROUT”. The genuine ABC Tile Grout solely 
manufactured and distributed by ALLGEMEINE-BAU-CHEMIE PHIL., INC. 
(ABQ) is a complex combination of various high-grade aggregates, 
cementitious materials and chemicals. The fake products contain only 


white centent. 


To distinguish the genuine ABC Tile Grout products from the fake ones, 


take note of the following features: 


NOVERTICAL SEAL 

The fake ABC Tile Grout 
products are packed in regular 
plastic bags that do not have 
the distinguishing heat seal on 
the back pane 


WRONG LOGO 

The logo on the fake tile grout 
is distorted, with the letter “B” 
noticeably narrower t 

other two letters, 
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The manufacture, sale or distribution of fake ABC Tile Grout products has 
resulted in extreme prejudice and damage to ABC and constitutes unfair 
competition and infringement of ABC trademark and proprietary rights. 
Any person found manufacturing, selling, distributing, possessing or 
otherwise dealing with the fake products shall be prosecuted to the fullest 


extent of the law. 


Please report any information on the source of the illegal products and 
identities of the manufacturers and distributors of the fake ABC Tile Grout 


to ABC's undersigned counsel. 
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get P2B in loan relief 


ECONOMICALLY distressed housing borrowers 
have received a total of P2.18 billion in loan-relief 
assistance from the National Home Mortgage 
Finance Corp. through the agency's imple- 
mentation of Republic Act 8501, the Housing Loan 
Condonation Act of 1998, according to lawyer 
Angelico T. Salud, NHMFC president 

lud said that as of last month, а total of 
37273 housing loan beneficiaries, who availed 
themselves of the agency's various loan payment 
updating schemes, received the assistance in the 
form of loan penalties condoned. 

“This is in compliance with the policy initiatives. 
set by Secretary Defensor (of the Housing and 
Urban Development Coordinating Council) for the 
launch of intensified loan collection campaigns 
by housing agencies to recover government 
housing investments while atthe same time provide 
delinquent beneficiaries with affordable loan 
refinancing schemes with waiver of penalties as 
repayment incentive," Salud said 
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Lafayette 1 
пеагїп 
completion 


LEADING urban developer 
Megaworld Corp. has 
announced the forthcoming 
completion of Eastwood. 
Lafayette 1. part of a 3- 
building residential 
development now rising in 
Eastwood City. 

The 19-story buildi 
has been painted and the 
podium's granite façade 
and exterior windows have 
been substantially 
completed. 

Floor-by-floor 
architectural finishing 
works have reached 
the 19th floor while 
the electro-mecha- 
nical works are being 
fast-tracked. 

Slated for 
completion by the 
fourth quarter of this 
year, Eastwood 
Lafayette | features 
a neo-classical design 
and amenities that 
include a five-star- 
hotel standard lobby, 
agymanda 
laundromat. 


ж о 


m та Чї = а аъ БЕС 


Covered by the loan penalty condonation 
program, implemented since March 1998, are 
borrowers under the NHMFC's Community 
Mortgage Program (CMP), Unified Home Len- 
ding Program, and Folio T (Old Pag-Ibig/Open- 
housing loan) program. 

Low-income borrowers, particularly margi- 
nalized informal settlers who obtained the СМР 

have hailed Defensor's active imple. 

п of the Housing Loan Condonation Act 

as “timely and responsive to the plight of 

beneficiaries under the prevailing economic 
conditions.” 

Salud also said that the NHMFC has adopted a 
number of loan collection strategies to increase its 
collection efficiency and improve the quality of it 
loan portfolio meant to effect upward movements 
in loan account classification, active foreclosure 
of “hard-core” delinquent accounts as well as 
through the provision of rental schemes for and 
iive disposition of acquired housing assets 
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What does being 
fit really mean? 


T’S sad that many 

people only think about 

a lean and toned body 
as a sign of “being fit” be- 
cause they miss out on the 
real meaning of fitness. But 
Iam not surprised that this 
is the image that comes to 
mind because these are the 
kinds of bodies that are al- 
ways being used in ads for 
gyms or fitness equipment. 
It is true that a body with 
hard, firm muscles and 
hardly any fat can be one of 
the signs of being fit, but it is 
not true that you have to 
look like that to be consid- 
ered fit. 

So what does “being fit” really 
‘mean? This is an important question 
because people either try too hard 
to be in shape and injure themselves 
since they think they have to look a 
certain way or people don't even 
bother trying to get in shape since 
they believe they can never achieve 
that “look.” 

Actually, being fit does not have 
much to do with how your body 
looks but has everything to do with 
how your body performs. To start 
off, here are several textbook defi- 
nitions of fitness: 

© "The ability to execute a given 
task effectively and safely." (“Facts 
& Fallacies of Fitness”); 

“The capacity to acl 
optimal quality of life." 
Leaders Handbook"; 

“Те condition resulting from 
a lifestyle that leads to the develop- 
‘ment of an optimal level of cardio- 
vascular endurance, muscular 
strength and flexibility, as well аз 
the achievement and maintenance 
of ideal body weight.” ("American 
Council on Exercise Personal Train- 
er Manual"). 

The S factors of fitness 

A more complete definition of 
fitness comes from the book “Phy- 
siotherapy” by Christopher Norris. 
It is easy to remember them as the 
S factors: Stamina, suppleness (flex- 
ibility), strength, speed (rate of 
movement and power), skill (ath- 
letic and motor), specificity (what 
you need to be fit for) and spirit 
(psychological aspect). 

Being fit means having all these 
factors at a level that is necessary 
for your lifestyle and goals. An 
Olympic-class athlete requires a dif- 
ferent level of fitness compared to 
someone who only plays a week- 
end sport. But no matter how sed- 
entary your lifestyle is, you should, 
at the very least, have enough sta- 
mina, strength, suppleness and all 
the other S factors to be able to do 
your activities of daily living with- 
ош getting fatigued or injured. This 
is called functional fitness. You 
should also, at the very least, be fit 
enough to stay healthy and prevent 
lifestyle diseases like diabetes, hy- 


(‘Fitness 


WELL AND 
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Many either injure 
themselves 

by trying to be 

in shape or don’t 
even bother to get 
in shape believing 
they can never 
achieve 

a certain look 


pertension, stroke, heart conditions, 
etc 
Health versus fitness 

Good health and fitness do not 
always go together. As paradoxical 
as it may sound, you can actually 
be fit and unhealthy or healthy and. 
unfit. Before you get all confused, 
let me explain. If health is defined 
as the absence of disease and fitness 
is defined as the ability to do a 
given task effectively and safely, 
then it is possible for someone who 
lifts weights and has strong muscles 
to have clogged arteries. This could 
be a result of bad genes, poor diet, 
smoking, high stress levels, etc. On 
the other hand, it is possible for 
someone with’ weak and flabby 
muscles (because they don’t lift 
weights) to have clean and healthy 
arteries. This could be a result of 
good genes and a healthy lifestyle. 
(nutritious diet, no smoking, low 
stress levels, etc.). 

Drug, supplement and herbal 
abuse can also explain how some- 
‘one can be fit and unhealthy. Thus 
there are cases of superbly fit ath- 
letes dying of heart or liver ailments. 
remember a fitness instructor who 
was taking steroids and was con- 
stantly on a high-protein, low car- 
bohydrate diet to maintain her "six- 
pack” abdomen and her extremely 
lean body. She was always down 
with a cold and eventually caught 
pneumonia. Ironically, even though 
she was very fit, she was less heal- 
thy than her unfit clients. 

Generally speaking, however, fit 
people live longer than unfit people, 
according to studies done by the 
Cooper Institute for Aerobic Re- 
search. Head researcher Stephen 
Blair found that physically fit men 
are 53 percent less at risk of prema- 
ture death than sedentary men while. 
physically fit women are 98 per- 
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CHELO BANAL-FORMOSO, Editor 
EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


Side leg lift with rubber 
“ Ie 


м inthe hip and 

P. buttocks. The muscles 

{ of the leg you stand 

{ on while doing the 

" exercise are also 
being strengthened. 


Equipment: 
knees. 
Exercise technique: 
need help with your 
balance. 


side’ 


3, Slowly lower 


down. 


4, Do the 
desired 
number of 
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1. Stand holding a wall or back 
of a sturdy chair if you feel you 


2. Lift your right leg 
s to about 45 


band 


repetitions, then switch sides. 


Rubber band tied above the 


Performance tips: 

1. Keep the toes and knee of 
the leg you are lifting facing 
forward. If you rotate your leg 
so the toes and knee are facing 
the ceiling, you will work the 
front of the 
the hip. 

2. If you are using a wall or 
chair to steady your balance, 
hold it lightly and avoid 
leaning onto it. 

3. Avoid swinging the leg 
sideways. Move slowly by 
contracting the muscle first. 

4. Keep your 
shoulders facing 
forward throughout. 
the exercise. Avoid 

tating at the 
waist 


Repetitions: 

Do 12-15 
repetitions on each 
leg. This equals one 
set, Do one to three. 
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Treatment based on electronic evidence 


By CATHY BABAO GUBALLA 


ally. When prescribing medicine or diag- 

nosing an illness, a doctor simply needed to 
trust his gut and rely on what he or she had 
learned in medical school. The "browse" method, 
where a doctor would read about some rare 
disease in a journal and hope that he would 
come across it in his lifetime, was the practice 
back then. 

Nowadays, the call of the times is to teach 
would-be doctors information-seeking behavior 
ог what is more appropriately called in medical 
Jargon as Evidence Based Medicine (EBM). Dr. 
Топу Dans, chair of the Medical Research Coun- 
cil at the Department of Internal Medicine in the 
UP College of Medicine, is a cardiologist-inter- 
nist-epidemiologist all rolled into one. He pio- 
neered EBM in the country in 1991. 

Epidemiology is the branch of medicine that 
deals with the incidence and prevalence of dis- 
‘ease in large populations and with the detection 
of the source and cause of epidemics of infec- 
tious diseases. “Doctors need to cope with a lot 
of information now and the. questions students 
ask are becoming harder. Lecturers need to come 
prepared,” says Dans, who holds a master's de- 
gree in clinical epidemiology from McMaster 
University Medical Center in Canada. 

“The browse method is по longer feasible 
owing to the amount of information that is avail- 
able from books, lectures, joumals and the Net. 
A doctor's intuition should be supported by 
medical evidence,” Dans emphasizes. However, 
he does not discount the importance of intu- 
ition. "In some cases, there really is no evidence 
to back you up. In that case, you go with your 
intuition.” 


I used to be a doctor's greatest 


Modern training 

Dans says that a paradigm shift has led to a 
different way of teaching medicine. "Previously, 
опе had all the answers or, at least, students 
‘would assume that the professor would know all. 
the answers. Nowadays, one must know how to 
ask the right questions and we want the faculty 
to say, "Let's take a look at this,” or, "I haven't 
seen this." He further stresses that it takes a 
certain amount of humility for a doctor to say 
that not everything he thinks works will actually 
work. "That's why it's important to have the 
evidence to back you up,” he emphasizes. Thus, 
EBM has now been incorporated in the medical 
residents! training program in medical schools 
all over the country. 

EBM, Dans explains, is a four-step process. 
First, the doctor poses a question. For example, 
"Is this drug good for my patient?, or, “Is this 
test necessary for my patient?” Secondly, the 
doctor seeks information. Once he has found it, 
he criticizes and filters the information that is 
available, which is the third step. Dans says 
there is a lot of trash on the information super- 
highway or even in medical journals. “One needs 
to be quite critical and 
discerning,” he adds. 
‘The final step in EBM 
is the most important 
опе; naturally, the doc- 
tor needs to make an 
informed and wise de- 
cision, 

Medical Resource 
Centers (MRCS), which 
Merck Sharpe and 
Dohme (MSD) has set. 
up in several hospitals 
all over the country, are. 
critical to the EBM pro- 
cess. "They meet the 
need in step two, which 
is information seek- 
ing,” Dans says. 

‘According to Chris- 
tine Liwanag, MSD's 
director for profes- 
sional services, MSD's 
managing director 
Mick Harris started 
putting up an MRC in 
the Philippines upon 
realizing that “a re- 
source center was very 
ideal for the country.” 
Liwanag explains that. 
the centers are helpful 
to doctors who need to 
refer to some resource. 
materials. The MRC 
also conducts tedious 
literature researches. 

The center's library 
provides the latest me- 
dical journals and lit 
erature, leaming slides, 
audio-visual materials, 
CD-ROM data-search 
resources such as Med- 
Jine, and other facili- 
ties for the use of doc- 
tors. Currently, there 
are MRCs at the Phil- 
ippine General Hospi- 
tel, Medical Towers 
Makati, Philippine 
Heart Center, National 
Orthopedic Hospital, 
and provincial МЕСЕ 
in Batangas, Bicol, 
Cebu and Davao. 

Dans adds that the 
accessibility and avai 
ability of necessar 
formation can signifi- 
cantly help in the man- 
agement of a patient's. 
condition, Of particu- 
lar value are the infor- 
mation tracking system. 
and databases that 
quickly help a re- 
searcher locate the ab- 
stract or general con- 


SHERLOCK HOLMES. Dr. Tony Dans at the MSD Resource Center in PGH 


Medical Resource Centers have 


been set up in several Philippine 
hospitals by Merck Sharpe and 
Dohme to make information 
more accessible to doctors and 
their patients 


PHOTO BY JOHNNY VILENA, 
tent of an important study. According to him, 
these facilities help save a lot of time for both 
patient and doctor, and helps produce quicker, 
more productive searches. 

‘Admittedly, Dans says, there has been some 
reluctance on the part of some doctors to adopt 
EBM. For one, the access to electronic informa- 
tion isn’t universal; secondly, some doctors find it 
difficult to accept that their intuition can be wrong. 
Lastly, criticizing the literature available can be 
difficult for other people. “This is really the call of 
the times.” Dans says. "We-are trying to role- 
model information-secking and asking a lot of 
questions, rather than giving all the answers.” 

In an age where new strains of viruses are 
sprouting like deadly mushrooms, or more lives 
are claimed by still mysterious illnesses, seek- 
ing the evidence, as Sherlock Holmes would 
say, becomes elementary, my dear Watson. 


E-mail the author at chguballa@ inquirer. 
com.ph 
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cent Jess at risk of premature death than inactive 
women, 

How much fitness do you need to lower your 
risk of premature death? While this formula is not 
the end-all-and-be-all, this is what Blair's research 
found. For women, walking two miles in less than 
30 minutes at least three days a week or walking 
two miles in 30-40 minutes five to six days a week. 
For men, walking two miles in less than 27 min- 
utes at least three days a week or walking two 
miles in 30 to 40 minutes six to seven days a week. 

Fit and fat 

Because of genetic factors and eating habits, 
people who exercise do not always get as thin as 
one would expect them to be. If you are one of 
these people, here is some good news. You can be 
fit and fat. Blair analyzed the lives of about 25,000 
men over the course of nearly 20 years for a study 
that was published in 1995 in the International 
Journal of Obesity. He was surprised to find that 
among the fit men (those who exercised regi. 
Тапу), the fat ones lived as long as the thinnér 
ones. Even more surprising, the thinner men who 
were out of shape were nearly three times more 
likely to die young than fat men who exercised 
regularly were. In other words, it was how much 
regular exercise the men got rather than what they 
weighed that made a difference in how long they 
lived. 

How fit do you want to be? 

You need to seriously ask yourself this ques- 
tion because it will determine how much time and 
effort you will put into your exercise program. In 
my opinion, fitness can come in four levels de- 
pending on how fit you want to be. They are 
health, function, aesthetics and performance. 

For bare bones health, then Blair's formula 
above will be enough. For optimum functional 
fitness, you need the same aerobic exercise for- 
mula pius the other components of muscular 
strength and flexibility. Twenty minutes of re 
ance training (an example is lifting weights) twice 
а week (one set of 12-15 repetitions, one exercise 
per body part) and stretching exercises three times 
а week (one stretch per body part held for 15-30 
seconds). ` 

For aesthetics results as well as higher levels 
of stamina, strength and flexibility, 1 can't give a 
set formula because everyone's body is different 
but your program could look something like this: 
30-60 minutes of moderate to high intensity aero- 
bcs (walking, running, cycling, etc.) three to six 
times a week, one hour of resistance training three 
times a week, and some kind of combination 
strength/stretch program like Pilates or yoga once 
or twice a week. Needless to say, proper nutrition 
is very important to achieve the so-called fit look. 

Being fit for performance could mean any- 
thing from recreational golf to professional bas- 
ketball to Olympic swimming. Aside from a pro- 
gram of physical conditioning, there are also the 
hours of practice to reckon with. No wonder ath- 
letes are considered the elite of the fitness world. 


For past articles and exercises, visit 
www.tingjuanfitness.com. 
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Fascination with the supernatural, the bizarre and the unknown 


Nicky 5. Montoya, M.D. 


Looking to learn more about your benefits under your MEDICard coverage? Do you want to be 
clear on the procedures, which allow you to avail of MEDICard's services? Get your 
information straight from MEDICard's Medical Director, DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA every 


Tuesday. 


FAQs (frequently asked questions) 


What are disapproved charges? 

Disapproved or disallowed charges are hospital bills that are considered not covered and not part of the 
benefits due the patient under the contract. When a member is hospitalized of a covered illness, he may 
ог may not incur and asked to pay disapproved charges upon discharge depending on the situation. Most 
‘common examples of uncovered charges are room and board excess on top of plan, telephone expenses, 
extra food tray, extra bedding, prescribed medicines after discharge, etc. 


Meet your MEDICard Team 


After earning her degree in Medicine from UST, Dr. Solita Isidro-Tadoy chose Pediatrics as her 
line of specialty with training from East Avenue Medical Center, graduating in 1993. She pursued 
farther training to sub-specialize in Pediatric Nephrology from the National Kidney and 
‘Transplant Institute (NKTI) and is affiliated to the Philippine Pediatric Society, Philippine 
Medical Association, Pediatrie Nephrology Society of the Philippines, and Philippine Society of 

& Nephrology. Рог consultations, you may visit Doc Solita at room А17 of NKT) every Tuesdays. 
‘Thursdays and Saturdays from 8 to 10 AM. 


Dr. Imelda Olivarez-Orteza is MEDICard's accredited doctor based in Olivarez General 
Hospital. Doc Imelda is the wife of Dr. Neal Orteza, MEDICard's medical coordinator for the 
same hospital. She earned her degree in Medicine from the Lincoln Medical and Mental Health 
Center in New York and later chose to specialize in Pediatrics, which she has been practicing for 
Over 11 years now. You may visit Dr. Orteza for consultations at the Pedia Clinic of Olivarez 
General Hospital every Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 9:30 AM to 12 noon and 
again from 3 to 5 in the afternoon. 


1f you are in need of а good internist, you can visit Dr. Jesus R. Ambat at the De La Salle 
University Medical Center. Doc Jesus, a Medicine graduate of De La Salle College, received his 
training in fotemal Medicine from Medical Center Manila and tater pursued sub-specialization 
training in Pulmonology from the Lung Center of the Philippines. Не currently holds 

to the Philippine College of Physicians, Philippine College of Chest 


дь, петер afiliaion 
КЫЙ Physicians and the Philippine Medical Association-Cavite Medical Society Component. For 


We encourage all MEDICard members to voice out their concerns and issues at hand. BE HEARD AND BE READ. 

DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA at 9/F Sagittarius Bldg. HV Dela Costa St, Salcedo Village, Makati City or e-mail 
him at inquiry@medicardphils.com., For membership inquiries, please call 818-2161 and look for Ms. Joy Mendiola. TEXT 
MEDICard for your queries: 0917-7518365 (Globe) or 0919-2476240 (Smart). Please don't forget to include your 


You can wi 


$i consultations, you may visit Doc Jesus from Mondays to Saturdays from 10 AM to 1 PM. 


‘complete name and landline number where MEDICard could reach you. Log on to www.medicardphils.com 


MEDICard is the first and only HMO in the Philippines and the whole 
Asian region to be ISO 9002 certified. 
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STORIES of human contact with the supernatural, 
the strange and the unknown have always fasci- 
nated Filipinos. And the mass media, especially 
television programs and movies, have often de- 
picted such encounters. And because of our natu- 
Tal curiosity for such stories, they always rate 
high in TV viewership. 

‘Unfortunately, stories with a supernatural or 
paranormal theme are often treated in a super- 
ficial way or as mere horror stories. There is 
hardly any depth or originality of presentation. 
They depict almost the same old angles and ask 
the same old questions. Hardly any progress has 
been made in this genre during the last 25 years. 
Maybe the technical presentation, color or sound 
is better, and the equipment better or more mod- 
em. But the treatment of the stories remains 
boringly superficial and often inane. 

Recently, another attempt at the same theme 
have been aired separately by two competing 
channels. One tends to be more of a horror film 
than. the other, which tries to be serious and 
factual about the whole thing. But neithér опе 
takes off. up. crm 

Despite good intentions the shows fall flat on 
their faces precisely because there's nothing new 
to tell. Even the one which pretends to be-a 
documentary, à la “Sightings” or "That's Incred- 
ible,” does not succeed in being credible. This is 
mainly because the writers did not research their 
subject deeply enough and hardly any expland- 
tion is given to make the events credible and 
understandable to the viewer. = 

There seems to be a reluctance to find a 
rational explanation for paranormal or super- 
natural phenomena, even if there exists some 
authoritative, scientific and credible explana- 
tions for them. The TV producers would rather 
leave it to the audience whether "to believe the 
story or not.” This often leaves the audience 
with a feeling of emptiness and frustration. 

This attitude prevails even in a television 
network known for its depth and analytical treat- 
ment of stories adopted for television. The se 
documentary film they are showing weekly about 
the supernatural lacks credibility. 

Recently, | was interviewed by a well-known 
and multiawarded female television host оп the 
subject of faith healing and psychic surgery. At 
first I declined to be interviewed because I knew 
they would ask me the same tired questions 
about the subject; moreover, they were not will- 
ing to pay for my time or for the materials they 
usually borrow from my library for visuals. 

Finally, 1 gave in after repeated appeals from 
them. I was interviewed for more than one hour 
by the program's host herself. She asked whether 
I believed psychic surgery to be genuine. T said, 
yes, and gave her medical laboratory proofs, both 
from local and foreign sources, of the genuine- 
ness of the tissues taken out of patients’ bodies. I 
also quoted a number of international scientists, 
saying they were convinced of the authenticity of 
Philippine psychic surgery. But when the pro- 
gram was shown on TV, they only showed less 


Licauco NP dr 


than two minutes of my interview and even chose 
the more trivial aspects of my statements. The 
medical and other scientific proofs I showed them 
were not mentioned at all..So the question re- 
mains whether: the-Philippine phenomenon of 
psychic surgery is genuine or not. That is how it 
has always stood with the public, 

T do not know when television producers will 
wake up to the reality that the Filipino audience 
has changed. It now looks for explanations and 
in-depth research on these strange occurrences, 
unlike before when it only wanted entertainment 
Foreign television companies are far more ad- 
vanced and more realistic. They make sure they 
have expert advice on topics they don't under- 
stand, so they don’t look foolish in the eyes of the 
ТҮ audience worldwide. 

For example, when Discovery Channel de- 
cided to feature Asian beliefs in the supernatu- 
ral and the use of psychics for detective work, I 
was one of those requested to give my expert 
opinion on the topic under discussion. The Hong 
Kong-based affiliate TV company that contacted 
me explained that they make careful selections 
as to who will act as experts or resource persons 
to shed light on a subject. They don't interview 
just anybody for the program, unlike here. 

In the Philippines, no expert on paranormal 
phenomena is ever sought when featuring stories 
of a paranormal nature. They merely interview 
anyone who may happen to encounter a supcr- 
natural event, or those who have heard it from 
others, and so on. The script is left without any 
credible explanation of why things happen as 
they do. Then the host will usually ask the audi- 
ence at the end, "Do you think what you have 
seen is true or not? You be the judge.” 

My goodness! For how long are we going to 
treat our local audiences like they were morons 
who can’t see the same worn-out treatments of 
the same worn-out topics year after year? 

It's about time television companies raised 
the level of discussion on these mysterious top- 
ics. We need to tum to experts, to scientists, to 
researchers to shed some light on them, rather 
than rely on intellectually ill-equipped interview- 
ees to provide the answers. We have enough 
available experts in this field, a few of whom 
have worldwide recognition. Why not consult 
them? Why not spend a little more to have a 
better and superior program that can truly com- 
pare with the best in the world? Why do we insist 
‘on treating in a mediocre way those things we 
really are very good at—such as faith healing, 
elementals, contacts with the dead and other su- 

pernatural phenomena? 


Address letters to 
this column at 308 
Prince Plaza 1, 106 
Legaspi St, Greenbelt, 
Makati City or e-mail 
jlicauco @geocities. 
com. Visit www. 
angelfire.com/journal/ 
licauco. Listen 10 ту 
dzMM radio program 
every Sunday at 6-8 
pm. 


Seminar 
on healing 
crystals 


VETERAN alternative. 
practitioner and crys- 
tal healer Mariano 
Teng will introduce 
participants to the fas- 
cinating world of 
quark crystals during 
Minex's seminar on 
"Using Crystals for 
Healing and Attracting 
Good Vibes,” July 29, 
2-6 р.т.. at Міпех 
Main Office, 1621 1. 
Bocobo St, Malate, 
Manila. 

In a setting suffused 
with crystal vibrations 
and surrounded by 
huge and varied Bri 
ian quartz crystals, learn 
the basics of how to use. 
crystals and gemstones 
to amplify energy, cor- 
rect imbalances in the 
body's energy centers, 
heal specific physical 
ailments and remove 
negativity from the mul- 
tidimensional human 
energy system. 

How to place crys- 
tals in the environment 
to tranquilize, harmo- 
nize, attract prosperity 
and protect against ra- 
diation, background 
radiation and negative 
energy will be also be 
discussed. For free reg- 
istration, call Minex at 
525-5795, 523-1739, 
or Melanie Talag at 
725-4968. 
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CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Amelia Earhart, Pat Oliphant, Lynda Carter, Barry Bonds, Kadeem Hardison, EYEE 
Jennifer Lopez, Mara Wilson, Anna Paquin 
дау: Good fortune is ahead as you delve into projects you have wanted to do for some time now. You have the 
ipline and determination to control your direction and future success. So get moving—the world awaits. Your 
numbers: 8, 13, 22, 27, 29, 32 
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